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Chriſtian Reader, 


SHALL in a few words acquaint thee with the 
reaſons, that obtazned my conſent to the publiſhing of 
the enſuing difcaurſe. The conſideration of the pre- 
fent ſtate and condition of the generality ef profeſ- 
ſors, the wſuble evidences of the frame of their 
heapts * ſpirits, manfeſting a great diſability of 

adlalig uiih the ienptations, wherewnth from the 

peach the) have in the world, and the diviſions that they have among 


, 


themſelves, they are encompaſſed, holds the chief place aro moſt them, 
Ibu I am affured is of * 1 if hereby 1 1 
cgſias other's to preſs more eſſectually on the conſciences of men, the 
work of canſidering their ways, aud to giue more clear direction for 
ihe compaſſing of the end propoſed, I ſhall well eſteem of my lot in 
ths enrdertaking. This was ſecouded by ay obſervation of ſome men's 
dangerous miſtakes, who of late days haue talen upon them 10 give di- 
recuans for the mrortificatian of fin, who being unacquamted with the 
myſtery of the Goſpel, and the Ma) of the dab of Chriſt, have 
anew impoſed the yoke of a ſelf-wrought-out mortsfication on the 
necks of ther Diſciples, which neither they, nor their forefathers 
were ever able to bear. A mortification they cry up, and preſs, ſuita- 
ble to that of the Goſpel, neither in reſpect of nature, ſubject, cauſes, 
means, nor effects ; which conſtantly produces the deplorable 1ſjues of 
luperſtition, ſelf-righteouſneſs and anxiety 3 in them who 
B nds 16 ſo bound for tbem. | 

is here propoſed in weakneſs, I humbly hope will anſwer 
the ſpirit and letter f the Goſpel, wath the experiences of them, who 
' know what it is to walk with God, according to the tenour of the 


covenant & grace. So that if not this, yet certainly ſome N | 
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Us attended, by its unworthy author, = . 


— _ 


— — —— 
this kind, is very neceſſary at this ſeaſon, for the promotion and furt},. 
rance of this ed Ga e ah) in us" hearts of 5 ; 
and their direction in paths ſafe, and whereia they may find reſt t 
their ſouls. Something 1 bave to add, as to what in particular 5. 
lates unto myſelf. Having preached on this ſubject unto ſome comfart. 
able ſucceſs, through the grace of bim that adminiſtretb ſeed 10 fn 
ſower, I was preſſed by ſundry perſons, in whoſe hearts are 1}, 
ways of God, thus to publiſh what J had delivered, with ſuch al. 
ditions and alterations, as I ſhould judge neceſſary. Under the induc. 
ment of their deſires, I called to remembrance the debt, wherein [ 
have now for ſome years ſtood ingaged unto ſundry noble and worth 
chriſtian friends, as to a treatiſe of communion with God, ſo 
while ſince promiſed to them ; and thereon apprehended, that if [ 
could not hereby compound for the greater debt, yet I might poſſith 


1 


tender them this diſcourſe of variance uith themſelves, as intereſi jy 
their forbearance of that of peace and communion with God. Beſides 
I conſidered that I had been providentially engaged in the publick d. 
bate of ſundry controverſies in religion, "which'"mught ſeem to claim 
ſomething in another kind, of more general uſe, as a fruit of choice wt 
neceſſity . * on theſe and the like accounts, is this ſhort diſcourſe. bowls 


forth to publick view, and now preſented unto thee. I hape I may von 


in ſmcerity, that my hearts deſire unto God, and the chic defipn of my 


life in the ſtation wherein the good providence of God. hath placel | 


me, are, that mortificatim and © univerſal © bolineſs may be promned 
** 

God, that ſo the Goſpel of aur Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, may 
be adorned in all thmgs ; for the compaſſing of which end, if thu 
little diſcourſe (of the publiſhing _— "this is the ſum of ihe 
account I ſhall give) may in any thing be uſeful to the leaſt of the 
ſamts, it will be looked on as a return of the weak prayers, W ith 
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own, and in the hearts and - ways- of others," to the glory of 


ortification of Sin 


IN Fol 
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he foundation of the whole enſuing diſcourſe laid in Rom. viii. 13. The 

' words of the apoſtle opened. The certain connexion between true mortifi- 
cation and ſalvation. Mortification the work of believers. The ſpirit 
the principle efficient cauſe of it. What meant by the body in the words 
of the apoſtle. What by the deeds of the body, Life in what ſence pro- 
miſed to this duty. 28 | 
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HAT what Thave of dire&ion to contribute to the carrying on of 


ſpicuity, I ſhall lay the foundaridn of it in thoſe words of the 

u apoſtle, Rom. viii. 13. 1f ye by the ſpirit do mortify the deeds of the 

Dl fie, ye ſball live; and reduce the whole to an improvement of 
BI the great evangelical truth and myſtery contained in them. 

The apoſtle haying made a recapitulation of his doctrine of 
juſtification by faith, and the bleſſed eſtate and condition of 
them, who are made by grace partakers thereof, v. 1, 2, 3. 

2 of this chapter, proceeds to improve it to the holineſs and 
conſolation of believers. \ | 

Among his arguments and motiyes unto. holineſs, the v2rſe mentioned containeth 
one, from the contrary events and effects of holineſs and fin. If ye live after the fleſh, ye 

die. What it is to live after the fleh, and what it is to die, that being not my pre- 
{ent aim and huſineſs, I ſhall no otherwiſe. explain, than as they will fall in with the 
lenle of the latter words of the verſe, as 0 5 propoſed. of} In 


220 


- 


* Cf 444 


the work of mortification in believers, may receive order and per- 
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2 The MoRTIFICAT ION 


In the words peculiarly deſigned for the toundation of the enſuing diſcourſe, there is 
Firſt, A duty preſcribed. ; mortify the deeds of the body. „ TL 
Secondly. The perſons are denoted to whom it is preſcribed ; ye, if ye mortify. 

| Thirdly, There is in them a promiſe annexed to that duty, ye ball Jive. © 

Fr The cauſe or means of the performance of this duty, the ſpirit; if ye through 
the ſpirit. . 5 5 

Hh, The conditionality of the whole propoſition, wherein duty, means and pro- 
miſe, are contained, if ye, Kc. 5 8 SS RS Of © 

1. The firſt thing occurring in the words, as they lye in the entire propoſition, is 
rr oo note, et 3 but if. Conditionals in fuch propoſitions may denote two 
t | * | N | „ | | N — 

« 55 The uncertainty of the event, or thing promiſed, in reſpe& of them to whom 
the duty is preſcribed. And this takes 1 where the condition is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary unto. the iſſue, and depends not itſelf on any determinate cauſe, known to him 
to whom it is preſcribed. So we ſay, It we live, we will do ſuch a thing. This 
cannot be the intendment of the conditional expreſſion in this place. Of the perſons 
to whom theſe words are ſpoken, it is fgidz v. 14 of the ſame chapter, There is no con- 
demnation to them. 

(2.) The certainty of the coherence and connexion that is between the things ſpo- 
ken of. As we ſay to a ſick man, If you will take ſuch a potion; or uſe ſuch a reme- 
dy, you will be well. The thing we ſolely intend to expreſs, is the certainty of the 
- connexion that is between the potion or remedy, and health. And this is the uſe of 
it here. The certain connexion that is berween the mortifying of the deeds of the 
body, and living, 1s intimated in this conditional particle. 

Now the connexion and coherence of things being manifold, as of cauſe and effect, 
of way and means, and the end; this between mortification, and life, is not of cauſe 
and effect properly and ſtrictly, For eternal liſe is the gift of God through» Jeſus Chriſt 
Rom. vi. 23. But of means and end: God hath appointed this means for the attain- 
ing that end, which he hath freely promiſed. Means, though neceſſary, have a fair 
ſubordination to an end of free promiſe. A gift and procuring cauſe in him to whom 
it is given, are inconſiſtent. The intendment then of this propoſition, as conditional, 
is, That there is a certain infallible connexion and coherence between true mortifi- 
cation and eternal life: if you uſe this means, you ſhall obtain that end; if you do 
mortify, you ſhall live. And herein lyes the main motive unto, and enforcement of 
the duty preſcribed. 3 4 145 

2. The next thing we meet withal in the words, is, the perſons to whom duty this 
is preſcribed; and that is expreſſed in the word ye, in the original included in the 
verb, S«yarv]e if ye mortify; that 1s, ye believers; ye to whom there is uo condemnation, 
v. 1. ye that are not in the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, v. 5. who are quickned by the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, v. 10, 11. to you is this duty preſcribed; and this deſcription of the perſons, 
in conjunction with the preſcription of the duty, is the main foundation of the enſuing 
diſcourſe, as it lyes in the theſis or propoſition. 8. 3 

The choiceſt believers, who are aſſuredly freed from the condemning power of (in, 
ought yet to make it their buſineſs, all their days, ro mortify the indwelling power 
of ſin. 

3. The principal efficient cauſe of the performante of this duty, is the ſpirit ; 4 
wrivuc),, if by the ſpirit. The ſpirit here is the ſpirit / mentioned, u 11. the {pi 
rit of Chriſt, the ſpirit of God, that dwels in us, v. g. that quickens u, v. II. the Hol 
Ghoſt, v. 14. the LO of adoption, v. 15, the ſpirit that maketh interceſſion for a, v. 26, 
All other 7 mortification are vain, all helps leave us helpleſs, it muſt be 2 
the ſpirit. Men, as the apoſtle intimates, Rom. ix. 30, 3 1. map atteniþt this w 
on other principles, by means and advantages adminiſtred on other accounts, as they 
always have done, and do; but, faith he, this is the work of the ſpirit, by Him alone is 
it to be wrought, and by no other power is it to be brought about. -Andthis is 8 
| ſecond principle of my enſuing diſcourſme. 10 | 

The duty itſelf, Mortify the deeds of the body, is nextly to be remarked. 
| Three things are here to be enquired into, (1.) What is meant by the body. (2.) 
What by the deeds of the body. 63 What by mortifying of them. . 
(i.) The boch, in the cloſe of the verſe, is the ſame with the g in the beginning 
Tf ye live after the flleſb, ye ſhall die, but if ye mortify the deedsof the body, that is, aß the fleſn. It 
is that which the apoſtle hath all along diſcourſed of, under the name of the fleſh; which is 
evident from the proſecution of the Antitheſis between the ſpirit and the fleſh, before and 


er. 


/ SIN in BELIEVERS. 
aſter. The Body then here is taken for that Corruption and pravity of our natures, 
whereof the Body, in a great part, is the ſeat and inſtrument : the very members of 
the body, being made ſervants unto unrighteouſneſs thereby, Rom. vi. 19. it is indwel- 
ling fin, the corrupted £ſh, or luſt, that is intended. Many reaſons might be gi- 
yen of this metonymical expreſſion, that I ſhall not now inſiſt on. The body here 
isthe ſame with S ar3orÞh, and aus Th agayTids,, the old man; and the body of 

Rom. vi. 6. or it may ſynecdochically expreſs the whole perſon conſidered as cor- 


rupted, and the ſeat of luſts, and diſtempered affections. Tr | 
(. The" deeds f ibi body: the Word is w2afos which indeed denoteth the outward 


aions.chiefly. The works of the fleſh, as they are called, 2 ba 755 axgads Gal. v. 19. 


which are there faid to. be maniſeſt and are enumerated, Now, though the out- 
ward deeds are here only expreſſed, yet the inward and next cauſes are chiefly in- 
rended, ThE axe 15 70 be laid to the root of the tree ; the deeds of the fleſh are to be mor- 
tited in their cauſes, from whence they ſpring : the apoſtle calls them deeds, as that 
which every luſt tends unto: though it do but conceive, and prove abortive, it aims 
to bring forth a perfect iin. d Vs £ JI \ Wan 8 \ = 

Having both both in the ſeventh, and the beginning of this. chapter, treated of in- 
dyelling juſt and fin, as the fountain and principle of all ſinful actions, he here men- 
tions its deſtruction under the name of the effects, which it doth produce, telt d 
aua, are as much as gparnus TH; eegxts, Rom. viii. 8. the wifdom of the fleb, by a me- 
tonymy of the ſame nature with the former; or as the maFquare, and aiFupldt, the 
2 and luſts of the fleſh, Gal. v. 24. whence the deeds and fruits of it do ariſe : and 
in this ſenſe" is the body uſed, v. 10. The body is dead becauſe of ſin. 1 | 

(3) To mortify; i Sara, if ye put to death: a metaphorical expreſſion, taken 
from the putting of any living thing to death. To kill a man, or any other living 
thing, is to take away the principle of all his ſtrength, vigour, and power, ſo that 
he cannot act, or exert, or put forth any proper actings of his own; ſo it is in this 
caſe, Indwelling fin is compared to a Perſon, a living perſon, called the old ma, 
with his faculties, and properties, his wiſdom, craft, ſubrilty, ſtrengrh ; this, ſays the 
the Apoſtle, muſt be killed, put to death, mortitied, that is, have its power, life, vi- 
gur and ſtrength to produce its effects, taken away by the Spirit. It is indeed mie- 
ritoriouſly, and, by way of example, utterly mortified and flain by the croſs of 
Chriſt : and the old man is thence ſaid to be crutiſſed with Chriſt, Rom. vi. 6. and our 
ſelves to be" dead with him, v. 8. and really initially in tegeneration, Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. 
when a principle contrary to it, and deſtructive of it, Gal. v. 17. is planted in our 
hearts; but the whole work is by degrees to be catried on towards perfection all our 
days. Of this more in the proceſs of our diſcourſe. The intendment of the apoſtle 
in this preſcription of the duty mentioned, is, that The mortification of indwelling . 
in, remaining in our mortal bodies, that it may not have life and power to bring 
forth the .works or deeds of the fleſh, is the, the conſtant duty of believers. | 

5. The promiſe unto this Duty is life: Ie h, live. The life promiſed, is oppo- 
ſed to the death threatned in the clauſe foregoing : If ye live after the fleſh, ye 
ſhall die: Which the ſame apoſtle elſewhere expreſſeth, Te [bal of the fte h reap cor- 
ruption, Gal. vi. 8. or deſtruction from God. Now perhaps the word may not only 
intend eternal life, but alſo the ſpiritual life in Chriſt, which here we have, not as to 
the eſſence. and being of it, which is already enjoyned by believers, but as to the 
joy, comfort, and vigour of it: as the apoſtle ſays in another caſe, Now 7 live if ye ſtand 
faſt hell iii. 8. Now my life will do me good; I ſhall have joy and comfort 
vith my life: ye ſhall live, lead 'a good, vigorous, comfortable, ſpiritual life whilſt 
jou are here, and obtain eternal life hereafter. de, were Sa 
- Suppoling what was ſaid before of the connexion between mortification and eternal - 
life, as of means and end, I ſhall add only, as a ſecond motive to the duty preſcribed, 


* | 900 | | | 
he Vigtur, "und power, and comfort of our ſpiritual life depends on the anarrif. 
Lhe \ 4 power, . mfort of our ſpiritual life depends on the mortiſi- 
Joe deeds of the fleſh, . INE 
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The principal aſſertion concerning the neceſſuy | of modification propoſed ty 
confirmation. Mortification the duty of the beſt belizvers, Col. iii. 5, 
1 Cor. ix. 27. Indwelling ſm always abides e no perfection in this life, 
Phil. iii. 12. 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 2 Pet. lit. 18. Gal. v. 17. Gg. The 
activity of abiding fin in believers, Rom. vii, 23. Jam. iv. 5. Heb. xii. l. 
- Its fruitfulneſs and tendency. Every luſt aims at the height in it; 
kind, The ſpirit and new nature given to contend. againſt indwelling ſin, 
Gal. v. 17, 2 Pet. i. 4, 5: Rom. vii. 23. The fearful iſſue f the neg. 
ledt of mortification, Rev. iii. 2. Heb. iii. 13. The firſt . brin- 
ciple of the whole diſcourſe hence confirmed. Want of this duty lamented, 
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AVING laid this foundation, a briet confirmation. of the fore- 
3 principal deductions will lead me to what I chiefly in- 
e e | vo; | "34 . 

I. That the choiceſt believers, who are aſſuredly freed from the c- 
demning power of fin, ought yet to make it their | bufineſs all their day; u 
mortify the indwelling power of fin. 

So the apoſtle, Col. iii. 5. Mortify therefore your members, rwhich ar 
upon earth, Whom' ſpeaks he to? Such as were riſen with Ori, 

. 1. ſuch as were dead with him, v. 3. ſuch as Whoſe life Chriſt was, and who ſhould 

appear with him in glory, v. 4. Do you mortify, do you make it your daily work, 

be always at it whilſt you live; ceaſc not a day from this work, be killing fin, or it 

will be killing you; your being dead with Chriſt virtually, your being quickned with I 

him, will not excuſe you from this work. And our Saviour tells us, how his father | 

deals with every branch in him that beareth fruit; every true and living branch, H. 

purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit, John xv. 2. He prunes it, and that not for 

a day or two, but whilſt it is a branch in this world. And the apoſtle tells you what 

was his practice, 1 Cor. ix. 27, I keep under my body, and bring it into Subjeftion. I do 

it, ſaith he, daily, it is the work ot my life, I omit it not, this is my buſineſs. Some 
brief account of the reaſons hereof may be given. | | 

1. Indwelling fin always abides, whilſt we are in this world, therefore it is alwa}s 
to be mortify'd. The vain, fooliſh and ignorant diſputes of men about perfect keep- 
ing the commands of God, of perfection in this life, of being wholly and perfetily 
dead to fin, I meddle not now with. It is more than probable, that the men of thoſe 
abominations never knew what belonged to the keeping of any one of God's Com- 

mands, and are ſo much below perfection of degrees, that they never attained to 3 

perfection of parts in obedience, or univerſal obedience in ſincerity. And therefore 

many in our days, who have talked of perfection, have been wiſer, and have affirmed 
it to conſiſt in knowing no difference between good and evil. Not that they are per- 
fe& in the things we call good, but that all is alike to them, and the height of wick- 
edneſs is their perfection. For us, who dare not be wiſe above what is written, nor bo 

by other men's lines of what God hath not done for us, we ſay, that indwelling fin 
lives in us in ſome meaſure and degree whilſt we are in this world. We dare not 
ſpeak as though we had already attained, or were already per fett, Phil, iii. 12, our inward 
man is to be renewed day by day, whilſt here we live, 2 Cor. iv. 16. and according 
to the renoyations of the new, are the breaches and decays of the old. Whilſt we are 
here, we know but in part, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. having a remaining darkneſs to be gradu- 
ally removed by our growth in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. iii. 18. And tht 

Peſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, ſo that we cannot do the things that we would, Gal. v. 17. and 

are therefore deſective in our obedience, as well as in our light, 1 John i. 8. We have 

a botly-of denth, Rom. vii. 24. from whence we are not delivered, but hy the death of 


our 


nal candiĩtion, and to let him alone, wu ſeeks and yiolently attempts our eyerlaſting 
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ont bodies, Phil. iii. 2 r. now it being our duty to mortify, to be Killing of fin whilſt 
it is in üs, we muſt be at work. He that is appointed to kill an enemy, if he leave 
ſtrilting before the i ceaſes living, doth but half his work, Gal, vi. 5. Heb. Xii. . 
# C Nile 29 2 ot gig ta un een bo boni en ae 
2. Sin doth not only ſtill abide in us, but is ſtill acting, ſtill labouring to bring 
forth Enie deeds of the fleſn; when ſin lets us alone, we may let ſin alone: but as: fin 
is never leſs quiet, than when it ſeems to be moſt quiet; and its waters are tor/the 
moſt part deep, When they are ſtil}; ſo ought our contrivances againſt it to be vigo- 
rous At all times, and in all conditions, even where: there is leaſt ſupicion. Sin doth 
pot only abide in us, but the law of the nember, ir ſtill rebelling againſt the Inw of the 
ind, Rom: vii 22. and the ſpirit that dwells in us juſteth to envy, Fam. iv. 51 It is 
always ir continual work, the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit Gal F. 17. luſt is ſtill teinpt- 
ing and conceiving fin, Jam. I. '14. in every moral action, it is always. either incli- 
ning to evil, or hindrin from that Which is good, or .disframing the ſpirit from com- 
munion with God, It inclines to evil; The evil that I would not, that. I do, faith the 
apoſtle, Romf vii. 19. whence is that? why becanſe in me, that is, in my fleſb, /dwelleth 
10 good thing; and it hinders from good, the good thut I would do, that I do not, v. 19. 
upon the ſame account; either I do it not; or not as I ſhould- ; all my holy things 
being defited by this ſib. The fleſb lutteth againſt the ſpirit, that je cannot dy the thing ti at 
je worlldj1G al.iv: 17. and it untrames our ſpirit; and thence is called the fin that fo 
eafily beſets us, Heb.” xii. 1. on which account are theſe grievous complaints that the 
apoltle makes of it, Rom. vii. So that ſin is always acting, always conceiving, always 
ſeducing and tempting. Who can ſay that he had ever any thing to do with Gd, 
or for God, that᷑ indwelling had not an hand in the eerrupting of what de did? And 
this trade will it drive more or leſs all our days: if then ſin will be always acting 
if we be not always mortifying, we are loſt creatures. He that ſtands ſtill, and ſut- 
fers his Enemies to double blows upon him without reſiſtancc, will undoubtedly be 
eonquered in the iſſue If ſin be ſubtil, watchful, ſtrong, and always at work in the 
buſineſs: of: killing our ſouls, and we be ſlothful, negligent, fooliſh,” in proceeding to 
the ruin thereof, can we cxpect a comfortable event? There is not a day but fin 
foils; or is foiled; prevails or is prevailed on: and it will be fo whilſt wWe live in this 
world. Ag stub vt G1 hie 
3. Sin will not only be ſtriving, acting, troubling diſquietingy but if let alone, if 
not continually mortified, it will bring forth great, curſed; ſcandalous ſoul deſtroy- 
ing ſins. The apoſtle tells us what the works and fruits of it are, Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. 
Tie works of the fleſhy are (manifeſt, which are adultery, fornication, uncleauneſs, laſcivinuſneſs; 
idolatry,witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulation, urath, ſtriſe, ſeditions, hereſſes, envyings,murders, 
drunkenneſs, $evilings, and ſuch like: You know what it did in David, and ſundry others. Sin 
aims always at the utmoſt: every time it riſes up to tẽmpt or entice, might it have 
its o courſe, it would go out to the utmoſt ſin in that kind. Every unclean 
thought or glance would be adultery; if it could; every covetous deſire would be 
oppreſſion; every thought of unbelief would be atheiſm, might it grow to its 
head Men may come to that, that fin may not be heard: ſpealting a ſcandalous 
word in their hearts; that is, provoking to any great ſin with ſcandal in its mouth; 
but yer every riſe of luſt; might it have its courſe, . would: come to the height ofcivils 
lany: it is like the grave, that is never ſatisſied. Now nothing can prevent chis, but. 
mortification'; that withers the root and ſtrikes at the head of ſin every hour; that 
whatever it aims at, it is croſſed in. There is not the beſt faint; im the world, but if 
n over this duty, would fall into as many curſed fins as eẽꝭd any did of 
is kind. lesen 013 2183 101174 Þ ** 1 Worn 3! 2 lac lla u ind st D104 (61 7 
4. This is one main reaſon why the ſpirit and the new nature is given unto us. 
that we may have a principle within, Mhereby to oppoſe ſin; and luſt. Th fleſh, Yuft-: 
eth againſt the ſpirit: well !: and what then? 'why ther gitit alſo luſteth againſt tha Hieb, 
Gal. v. 15. There is a propenſity in the ſpirit, or ſpiritual new creature, to be acting 
againſt the fleſh, as well as in the fleſſi: to be acting againſt the ſpirit, 10 2 Pet. il 4, 5. 
It is Our participation of the divine nature, that gives us an eſcape from the Pollution: 
that are in the urid through luſt and/ Romi wii. 23. thereꝭ is a law h the mind, as well 
as 4 law of the members. Now this is, Firſt, the, maſk unjuſt, and umeaſonable thing 
in the wrd zo when two combatants, are engaged, to bind one, and keep: him up from 
doing his utmoſt, and to leave the other at liberty to wound him at his pleaſure. 
And Secondly, the fooliſheſt thing in the world, to bind him, who fights for our eter- 
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ruin. The conteſt is for our lives and ſouls. Not to be daily employing the ſpirit 
and new nature, for the mortifying of ſin, is to neglect that excellent ſuccour, which 
God hath given us againſt our greateſt enemy. If we neglect to make uſe of what 
we have received, God may juſtly hold his hand trom giving us more. His graces, 
as well as his gifts, are beſtowed on us, to ule, exerciſe, and trade with. Not to be 
daily mortifying ſin, is to {in againſt the goodneſs, kindneſs, wiſdom, grace, and loye, 
of God, who hath furviſh'd us with a principle of doing it. 

J. Negligence in this duty, gaſts the ſoul into a perfect contrary condition to that 


which the apoſtle affirms was his, 2 Cor. iv. 16. In theſe the inward man periſhe 


and the out ward man is renewed day by day. Sin is as the houſe of David. and grace 
as the houſe of Sayl. Exerciſe and ſucceſs are the ty o main cheriſhers of grace in 
the heart; when it is ſuffered to lie ſtill, it Withers and decays: the things of it are 
ready to die, Rev. iii. 2. and ſin gets ground towards the hardening of the Heart, 
Hb. iii. 13. This is that which 1 intend, by che omiſſion of this duty, grace withers, 
luſt flouriſneth, and the frame of the heart grows worſe. and worſe: and the Lord 
knows what deſperate and fearſul iſſues it hath had with many. Where fin. through 
the negle& of martification gets a conſiderable victory, it breaks the bones of the ſou], 
Pſal. xxxi. 10. Eſal. li. 8. and makes à man weak, ſick, and ready to die, P;} 
XXXViii. 3, 4, 5- that he cannot look up, Pſal. xl. 12. Iſa. xxxiii. 24. and when poor 
creatures will rake blow after blow, wound after wound, fail after foil, and never 
rouſe up themſelves to a ev 14098 rt can they expect any thing, but to be 
hardened through the dereitfulneſi of in; and that their ſouls ſhould: bleed xo death, 
u Jobn 8? un Mun 5 Ja ett, e ingen bim nc 

5 1 It is our duty to be perfecting holineſs in the fear of the Lord, 2 Cor. vii. 1. To 
be growing in grace every day, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 2 Pet. iii. 18. t the renewing our 
inward man day by day, 2 Cor. iv. 16. now this cannot be done without the daily 
mortifying of ſin: ſin ſets its ſtrength againſt every act of holineſs, and againſt 
every degree we grow to: Let not that man think he makes any progreſs 


in holineſs, who walks, over the bellies of his luſts; he who doth not kill fin in 


his way, tales no ſteps towards bis journeys end. He Who finds not oppoſition 
from it, and wha ſets not himſelf in every particular ta its mortiſica 
with it, not dying to it. 1 3. | 
This then is the firſt general principle of ur enſuing diſeburſe: notwirhſtandin 

the meritoriaus mortification, if I may fo ſpeak, of all and every ſin in the crols 
of Chriſt, notwithſtanding the real foundation of univerſal mortiſication laid in our 
firſt converſion, by conviction of ſin, humiliation for ſin, and the implantation of 3 
2 new principle, oppoſite to it, and deſtructive of it; yet fin doth ſo. remain, fo act, 
and work, in the beſt of believers, whilſt they live in this world, that the conſtant 
daily mortification of it, is all their days incumbent on them. Before I proceed to 
the conſideration of the next principle, I cannot but by the way complain of many 
profeſſors of theſe days; who inſtead of bringing forth ſuch great and evident fruits of 
mortification as are expected, ſcarce bear any leaves of it. There is indeed a broad 
light fallen upon the men of this generation; and together therewith many ſpiritual 
gifts communicated, which with ſome other conſiderations have wonderfully. enlarged 
the bounds of profeſſors and profeſſion; both they and it, are exceedingly: multiplied 
and increaſed. - Hence there is a noiſe of religion and religious duties in every corner; 
preaching in abundance; and that not in aniempry, light, trivial, and vain manner, 
as formerly, but to a good proportion of a ſpiritual: git; fo that if you will meaſure 
the number of believers, by light, gifts, and proſeiſion, the church may have cauſe 
to ſay, who hath born me all theſe? But now if you will take the meaſure of them 
by this great diſcriminating grace of chriſtians, perhaps you will find their number 


not ſo multiplied.' Where almoſt is that profeffor, who owes his converſion to theſe 


days of light, and ſo talks and proſeſſes at ſuch a rate of ſpirituality, as few. in former 


days. were in any meaſure acquainted with; (Lill not judge them, but perhaps boaſt- 
ing what the Lord hath done in them) that. doth not give euidenoe of Gb un 
unmortified heart ? if vain ſpending of time, idienefs, unproũtableneſs in mens places, 
envy, ſtrite, variance, emulations, wrath, pride, woridlinels; ſeliſhneſs, (1 Cor. 1.) be 
badges of chriſtians, we have them on us, and amongſt us in abundance. The good 
2 ſend out. a ſpirit of mortification to cure our diſtempersę or we arc iu a fad con- 
tion. DP OT TOTO NN SF e 03 97891. 07 bee „reer fit £2 
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" Sin in Berievers. 7 


There are two evils which certainly attend every unmortify'd profeſſor: the firſt 
in himſelf, the other in reſpect of others. 2 Ft 
(10 In himfelt. Let him pretend what he will, he hath flight thoughts of fin ; 
at leaſt of fins of daily infirmity. The root of an unmortify d courſe, is the digeſtion 
of ſin without bitterneſs in the heart. When a man hath confirmed his imagination 
0 ſuch an apprehenſion of grace and mercy, as to be able without bitterneſs to ſwal- 
o and digeſt daily fins, that man is at the very brink of turning the grace of God 
into laſciviouſneſs, and being hardened by the deceitfulneſs of fin. Neither is there 
n greater evidence of a falſe and rotten heart in the world, than to drive ſuch a trade. 
To uſe the blood of Chriſt, which is given to cleanſe us, 1 Joh. i. 7. Tit ii. 14. the ex- 
altation of Chriſt, Which is to give us repentance, Act. v. 31. the doctrine of grace, 
which teaches us to deny all ungodlineſs, Tit. ii. 11, 12. to countenance fin is a re- 
bellion, that in the iſſue will break the bones. T 
(2.) To others. It hath an evil influence on them, on a twofold account. | 
[u.] It hardens them, by begetting in them a perſuaſion that they are in as good 
condition as the beſt profeſſors. Whatever they ſte in them, is fo ſtained for Want 
of this mortification, that it is of no value with them: they have a zeal for religion, 
but it is accompanied with want of forbearance, and univerſal righteouſneſs. They 
deny prodigality, but wich worldlineſs they ſeparate from the world, but live wholly 
to themſelves, taking no care to exerciſe loving kindneſs in the earth: of they taik 
ſpiritually, and live vainly ; mention communion with God, and are every Way con- 
formed to the World, 'boaſting of forgiveneſs of ſin, and never forgiving others: and 
with ſuch conſiderations do poor creatures harden their hearts in their unregene- | 
* They deceive them in making them believe, that if they can come up to their 
condition, it ſhall be well with them: and ſo it grows an eaſy thing, to have the 
great temptation of repute in religion to wreſtle withal : when they may go far be- 
yond them, as to what appears in them, and yer come ſhort of eternal life; bùt of 
theſe things, and all the eyils of unmortify'd walking, afterwards. | 
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The ſecond general principle $4 the means of mortificasion propoſed to confir- 

nation. The ſpirit the only author of this work. Vanity of popiſh morti- 

Nc ation diſcovered. Many means M it uſed 7 them not appointed of God. | 
Thoſe appointed by him abuſed. The miſtakes of others in this buſineſs. 
The ſpirit is promiſed believers for this work, Ezek. i. 19. chap. xxxvi. 
26. All that we receive from Chriſt, is by the ſpirit. How the ſpirit 
mortzfies fin, Gal. v. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. The Se ways of bis. opera- 
trons to this end propoſed. How bis work, and our duty. | 
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E next principle relates to the great ſovereign cauſe of the mortifica- 
dan treated of, which, in the words laid for the foundation of this 
Noll 3 is ſaid, to be the Spirit; chat is, tlie holy Ghoſt, as was e- 
Sd Rf VINCEC, h r | 8 14 
— He only is ſufficient for this work; all ways and means without him 
. of nought; and he is the great efficient of it, he works in us ag he 
es; BY fray 344+) 51 i | 1 Nh 6 ey nnn Nh” » - | 
1. In vain do mem ſeck othet remedies, they ſhall not be heated by them. What 
ſeveral ways have-been preſcribed ſor this, ta ave fin mortified is known. The great- 
eſt part of popiſh religion, of that which looks moſt like religion in their proteſſion, | | 
confiſisity millaken ways and means of morrification: This is the prerence of their 3 
waagh garmonts, eb they deceive. Their vows; orders, faſtings, penances, _ N 
U : EJ 


4 


locuſts that came out of the bottomleſs pit, Rev. ix. aj to be the friers of the romiſh 


ſin, but being not able to diſcover the remedy for the healing and mortify ing of it 


publiſhing of this plain diſcourſe. 


tity any one ſin, amongſt others, are, 


ſay, 5 hath required theſe things at your hands? And In vain do gon worſbip my 
7 


tion, and the like; theſe have their uſe in the buſineſs in hand. But whereas they, | 


their diſtemper with working... But this is the way of men who deceive their oun 


done by the ſpirit, Ezek. xi. 19. Chap. xxxvi. 26. I will give my\ſpirit, and tale aud 
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all built on this ground, they are all for the mortiſying of ſin. Their Preachings, 
ſermons and books of devotion, look all this way. Hence thoſe Who interpret the 


urn. 
—— 


church, who are ſaid to torment men, ſo that then ſbould ſeek death and mut find it, v. 6 
think, that they did it by their ſtinging ſermons, whereby they coninced them gf 
they keep them in ſuch, pexpetual anguiſh and terror, and ſuch trouble in their con- 
{ciences, .. that they geg to: die, , 44; 1 be Ned ban ett n op 
That the ways and, means to be uſed for the mortification, of ſin invented by 
them, are ſtill inſiſted on and preſcribed for the {ame end by ſome, Who ſhould hare 
more light and knowledge of the goſpel, is known. Such directions to this ꝑurpoſe 
have of late been given by ſome, and are greedily cateh d at by others profeſſing them. 
ſelves proteſtants, as might have become popiſn devotioniſts three or four hundred 
years ago. Such oufſide endeavours, ſuch bodily exereiſes, ſuch ſelf performance, 
{uch.meerly legal duties, without the leaſt mention of Chriſt, or his ſpirit, are yar- 
niſh'd oyer with ſwelling words of vanity, for the only means and expedients for the 
mortification of ſin, as diſcover a deep rooted. unacquaintedneſs with the power of 
God; and myſtery of the goſpel. Ihe conſideration; hereof was one motive to the 
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Now the, reaſons Why the papiſts can never with all their endeaxo urs truly mor- 


MM 000) tonne FLY bn fare 
(I.) Becauſe many of the ways, and means they uſe and inſiſt upon, for this end, 
were never appointed of God for that purpoſe. Now, there is nothing in religion that 
hath any chr 3s for compaſſing an end, but it hath it from God's appointment a 
it to that purpoſe. Such as cheſs are, there rough-garments, their vows, penances, dil- 
ciplines, their courſe of monaſtical life, and the like, concerning all! which God vil 


r. dottrine the traditions of men. Of the ſame; nature are ſundry ſelt vexations 


: 


reaching Jr d 
inſiſted on by others. Wien h een 16 2175 252 Us bag 7:1. 71 

(2.) Becauſe thoſe things hat” are appointed of God as means, .are not uſed by 
them in their due place and order: ſuch as are praying, faſting, watching, medits 


g 1 


* 


are all to be looked on as ſtreams, they look on them as the fountain. . Whereas they 
effect and accompliſh- the end, as means only ſubordinate to the ſpirit and faith, chey, 
look on them to do it by virtue of the work wrought. If they faſt ſo much, and pray 
ſo much, and keep their hours and times, the work is done : as the apoſtle ſays of 
ſome in another caſe, they are always learning, never coming to the knowledge of the 
truth; ſo they are always mortifying, but never come to àny ſound mortification. In 
a word, they have ſundry means to mortify the natural man, as to the natural lik 
here we lead, none to mortify luſt or corruption. 4 

Neither will the natural popery, that is in others, do it. Men are galfd with the 
guilt of a ſin, that hath prevailed over them; they inſtantly promiſe to themſelves and 
God, that they will do ſo no more; they watch over themſelves, and pray for a ſea- 
ſon, until the heat waxes cold, and the ſenſe of ſin is worn off, and 15 mortification 
goes alſo, and ſin returns to its former dominion: duties are excellent food for an 
healthy ſoul; they are no phyſick for a ſick ſoul. He that turns his meat into his 
medicine, muſt, expect no great operation. Spiritually ſick men cannot ſweat out 


fouls; as we ſhall ſee afterwards. 

That none of theſe ways are ſufficient, is evident from the nature of the work it- 
ſelf that is to be done; it is a work that requires fo many concurrent”! a&ings in it 
as no ſelf endeavout can reach unto, and is of that kind, that an almighty energy 
is neceſſary for its accompliſhment, as ſhall be afterwards manifeſtee. 

2. It is then the work of the ſpirit. For bognjs e 

(I.) He is promiſed of God to be given unto us, to do this work; the taking away” 
of the ſtony heart, that is, the ſtubborn, proud, rebellious, unbelieving heart, is in ge- 
neral the work of mortification that we treat of. Now this is ſtill promiſed to 


in 
= ſtony heart Fe by the ſpirit of God is this wort Wrought, hep all means fail 2 
1/a, lvu. £7, 1085, 1 099% Gall lora 2001 e | 21454] 
(.) We have all our mortification from the gift of Chriſt, and all the gifts of Chrik ly 
are communicated to us, and given us by the ſpirit of Chriſt. Hubous Chriſt we % 
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< nothing, Joh. xv. 5. all communications of ſupplies and relief in the beginnings, in- 


mms 


1 crealings, actings of any grace whatever from him, are by the ſpirit, by whom he 
# e works in, and upon believers. From him we have our mortification: He is 
of axalted and made 4 prince, and a Javiour, to grve repentance unto us, Act. v. 31. and of 
3 our repentance our mortification is no ſmall portion. How doth he do it? Having 
= received the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he ſends him abroad for that end, Act. ii. 3. 

ou know the manifold promiſes he made of ſending the ſpirit, as Tertullian ſpeaks, 
by Vicariam navare oper am, to do the works that he had to accompliſh in us. 
*. The reſolution of one or two queſtions, Will now lead me nearer to what ] prin- 
of REED inal nan Wing 
4: 7 doth the. Spirit mortify ſin? 4 

\ N 


1 Wer, in general three ways. ae . 10 N 
II.] By cauſing our hearts :0 abound in grace and the fruits that are contrary to 
the fleſh, and the fruits thereof, and principles of them. So the apoſtle oppoſes the 
fuits.of the fleſb, aud of the ſpirit: the fruits of the fleſh, ſays he, are ſo and fo, 
Gal. v. 19, 20. but, ſays he, the fruits of the ſpirit are quite contrary, quite of ano- 
ther ſort, v. 22, 23. yea, but what if theſe are in us, and do abound,” may not the 
other abound alſo ? No, ſays he, v. 24. They that are Chriſt's, have crucified the fi ob with 
the affettions and lufts: but how ? why, v. 25. By living in the ſpirit, and . walking 
after the ſpirit that is, by the abounding of theſe graces of the ſpirit in us, and 
and walking according to them. For, ſaith the apoſtle, theſe are contrary one to and- 
tler, v. 17. ſo that they cannot both be in the ſame ſubject, in any intenſe or 
high degree. This reneuing of us by the Holy Ghoſt, as it is called, Tit. ui. 5. is one 
great way of mortification : he cauſes us to grow, thrive, flouriſh, and abound in 
thoſe graces which are contrary, oppoſite, and deſtructive to all the fruits of the fleſn, 
and to rhe quiet, or thriving of indwelling ſin itſelt. 079 
| bo By a real, phyſical efficiency on the root and habit of fin, for the weakening, 
deſtroying, and taking it away. Hence he is called a ſpirit of judgment and burning, 
16. iy. 4. really conſuming and deſtroying our luſts. He takes away the ſtony heart 
by an almighty efficiercy ; for as he begins the work as to its kind, ſo he carries it 
on as to its degrees. He is the fire which burns up the very root of luſt. 

[3.] He brings the croſs of Chriſt into the heart of a ſinner by faith, and gives us 
communion with Chriſt in his death, and fellowſhip in his ſufferings ; of the manner 
whereof more afterwards. | F 4 | 


® » - N 


It this be the work of the ſpirit alone, how is it that we are exhorted to it? 
Secing the Spirit of God only can do it, let the work be left wholly to him. 
(..] It is no otherwiſe the work of the ſpirit, but as all graces and good works, 
Which are in us, are his; he works in us to will and to do of his own good plea- 
fore, Phil. ii. 13. He works all o . works in us, Iſa. xxvi. 12. the work of faith with 
tower, 2 The, i. 11. Col. ii. 12. He cauſes us to pray, and is a ſpirit of ſupplica- 
tion, Rom. viii. 26, Zech. X11. 10. and yet we are exhorted, and are to be exhorted 
to all theſeQ. e Se e 5 | 
[2.]- He doth not ſo work our mortification in us, as not to keep it ſtill an act of 
our obedience. The Holy Ghoſt works in us, and upon us, as we are fit to be 
wrought in, and upon; that is, ſo as to preſerve our own liberty, and free obedi- 
ence, He works upon our underſtandings, wills conſciences, and affections, agree- 
ably. to their own-natures ; he works in us, and with us, not againſt us, or without 
us; ſo that his aſſiſtance is an encourgement, as to the facilitating of the work, and 
and no occaſion of neglect, as to the work it ſelf. And indeed I might here bewail 
the endleſs, fooliſh labour of BY. ſouls, who being convinced of ſin, and not 
able to ſtand againſt the power of their convictions, do ſet themſelves by innumerable 
perplexing ways and duties to keep down fin, but being ſtrangers to the ſpirit of God, 
all in yain. They combate without victory, have war without peace, and are in ſla- 
very all their days. They ſpend their ſtrength for that which is not bread, and their 
labour for that which profiteth no. LY BY CH OT 
And if the caſe be ſo ſad with them who do labour and ſtrive, and yet enter not 
into the Kingdom; what is their condition who deſpiſe all this? who are perpetu- 
ally under the power and dominion of ſin, and love to have it ſo: and are troubled 
at nothing, bit that they cannot make ſufficſent proviſton tor the fleſh, to fulfil the 
luſts thereof. ; | £66 Br er 
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The laſt principls; of the uſefulneſs of morti cation. The vigour and con. 
fort of our ſpiritual lives depend on our mortiſication. In what ſen, 
Not abfolutely and neceſſarily, Pſal. Ixxxviii. Heman's condition. * 
4 on the next and immediate eauſs. As a means : by removing of the 
contrary. The deſperate effectt of any unmortify'd luſt c it weakens ty 
foul, Pſal. xxxviii. 3, 8. ſundry ways 3 and darkens it. All graces in. 
proved by the mortification of ſin. The beſt evidence of ſincerity. 

| as de): ” & nut 


H E laſt principle I ſhall inſiſt on, omitting firſt, The neceſſity of mort. 
8 cation unto lite, And ſecondly, The certainty of life upon mortificat ion, is 
„51 II. That the 1 vigour, aud comfort of cur ſpiritual life depends much © ar 
Strength, and comfort, and power, and peace, in our walking with God, are the 
things of our deſires. Were any of us asked feriouſly, what it is that trouble 
us, we mult refer it to one of theſe heads; either we want ſtrength, or power, . 
r, and life, in our obedience, in our, walking with God; or we want peace, 
comfort, and conſolation therein, Whatever it is that may befal a believer, tha 
doth not belong to one of theſe two heads, doth not deſerve to be mentioned in ti 
days of our Or Fog * ae E e 
Ne theſe do much depend on a conſtant courſe of mortification; concerning | 
which obſerve/, 2 „ e r 
1. I do not ſay they proceed from it, as tho' they were neceffarily tied to it. 4 
man may be carried on in a conſtant courſe of mortification all his days, and yet 
haps never enjoy a good day of peace and conſolation. So it was with Henan, Dal 
I«xxviii.. his life was a life of perpetual mortification, and walking with God, yet 
terrors and wounds were his portion all his days. But God fingled out n a 
choice friend, to make him an example to them that afrerwards ſhould be in diſtreh, 
Can't thou complain if it be no otherwiſe with thee than it was with Heman, that 
eminent ſeryant of God? and this ſhall be his praiſe to the end of the world; God 
makes it his prerogative to ſpeak peace and conſolation, Iſa. lvii. 18, 19. 7 will d that 
work, ſays God: I will comfort him, v. 18. but how? by an immediate work of the 
new creation; I create it, ſays God. The uſe of means for the obtaining of peace, is 
ours; the beſtowing of it is God's prerogative  * | 
2. In the ways inſtituted by God for to give us life, vigour, courage, and conſo- 


lation, mortiſication is not one of the immediate cauſes of it. They are the Priri- 
leges of our adoption-made known. to our ſouls, that give us immediately theſe things. 
Th the chi 1. 
new name, and a white ſtone ; adoption-and juſtification ; that is, as to the ſenſe 
knowledge of them, are the immediate cauſes (in the hand ot the Spirit) of hole 
3. In our ordinary w in at 
with us, the vigour and comfort of our ſpiritual lives, depends much on our morti- 
fication, not only as a cauſa fine qua non, but as a thing that hath an effectual influence 
1.) This alone keeps ſin from depriving us of the one and the other, 
Every unmortified fin. will certainly do two things. [I.] It will weaken the foul, 
fort and peace. | | 227 2 
[i.] It weakens the ſoul and "a e. it of its ſtrength, When David had for? 


The Spirit bearing witneſs with our ſpirits, that we are Idren of God : giving wt 
things. But this I fax. GATE 1 
Th walking with God, and in an ordinary courſe of his dealing 
there into. For 
and deprive it of its vigour. [z.] It will darken the ſoul and deprivg it of its com- 
- while harboured an unmortify d luſt in his heart, it broke all his bones, and left * 
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no ſpiritual ſtrength; hence he complained that he was ſick, weak, wounded, faint ; 
there is, ſaith he, no ſoundneſs in me, Pſa. xxxviii. 3. J am feeble and fore brokea, 
v. 8. yea I cannot ſo much as hook up, Pſal. xl. 12. An unmortify'd luſt will drink up 
the ſpirit, and all the vigour of the ſoul, and weaken it for all duties. For 

1.) Ir'untunes and unframes the heart itſelf, by entangling its affections. It di- 

yerts the heart from that ſpiritual frame, that is required for vigorous communion 
wich God. It lays hold on the affections, rendring its object beloved and deſirable; 
ſo expelling the love of the father, 1 John ii. 1. Chap. iii. 17. ſo that the ſoul cannot 
ſay uprightly and truly to God, thou art my portion, having ſomething elſe that 
it loves. Fear, deſire, hope, which are the choice affe&ions of the ſoul, chat ſhould 
be full of God, will be one way or other entangled with it. 
2.) It fills the thoughts with contrivances about it. Thoughts are the great pu- 
veyors of the ſoul, to bring in proviſion to fariely its affections; and if | oy remain 
unmortify d in the heart, they mult ever and anon be making proviſion for the fleſh, 
to fulfil the luſts thereof. Dy mult glaze, adorh and dreſs the objects of the fleſh, 
and bring them home to give ſatisfactiori. And this they ate able to do, iti tlie ſer- 
vice of à deſiled imagination, beyond all expreſſion. r 

3.) It breaks out and actually hinders duty. The ambitious man muſt by ſtudying, 
and the worldling muſt be working or contriving, and the ſenſual vain perſon provi- 
ding himſelf for vanity, when they ſhould be engaged in the worſhip of God. 

Were this my preſent buſineſs, to ſet forth the breaches, ruin, wealineſs; deſola- 
tions, that one unmortify d luſt will bring upon a ſoul, this diſcourſe muſt be exten- 
ded much beyond my intendment. | | 834 

[z.] As ſin weakens, ſo it darkens the ſoul. It is a cloud, a thick cloud, that 
ſpreads itſelf over the face of the ſoul, and intercepts all the beams of God's love 
and favour. It takes away all ſenſe of the privilege of our adoption: and if the foul 
begins to gather up thoughts of conſolation, fin quickly ſcatters them. Of which 


Now in this regard doth the vigour and power of our ſpiritual life, depend on 
our mortification. It is the only means of the removal of that, which will allow us 
veither the one nor the other. Men that are ſick and wounded under the power of 
Juſt, make many applications for help; they cry to God, when the perplexity of 
their thoughts overwhelmes them; even to do they cry, but are not deliver'd ; 
in yain do they uſe many remedies, they ſhall not be healed; ſo Hof. v. 13. Ephraim ſaw 
bis fickneſs, and Judah his wound, and attempted ſundry remedies ; nothing will do 


| until chey come, v. 15. to acknowledge their offence. Men may lee their ſickneſs 


and wounds, but yet if they make not due applications, their cure will not be effected. 
(4:Y Mortification prunes all the graces of God, and makes room for them in our 
hearts to grow. The life and vigour of our ſpiritual lives conſiſts in the vigour and 
flouriſhing of the plants of grace in our hearts. Now as you may ſee in a garden, 
kt there be a precious herb planted, and let the ground be untill d, and weeds grow 
about it, perhaps it will live ſtill, but be a poor, withering, unuſeful thing; you 
muſt look and fearch for it, and ſometimes can ſcarce find it; and when you do, you 
can ſcarce know it, whether it be the plant you look for or no; and ſuppoſe it be 
you can make no uſe of it at all; when let another of the ſame kind be fer in 
ground, naturally as barren and bad as the other; but let it be well weeded, and 
every _ that is noxious and hurtful removed from it, it flouriſhes and thrives ; 
you may it at firſt look into the garden, and have it for your uſe when you 
pleaſe, So it is with the graces of the ſpirit that are planted in our hearts. a 
(3.) As to our peace; as there is nothing that hath any evidence of ſincerity with- 
out it, ſo I know nothing that hath ſuch an evidence of ſincerity in it; which is no 
ſmall foundation of out peace. Mortification is the ſoul's vigorous oppolition to felf3 
wherein ſincerity is moſt evident. | WY 


* g : 4 " 
- 
. o 
/ 4 - : « 2 . 
. - . 
w * 
- 
. 
. v l a : , g , EP ba ad | : o - 
- » by a \ 
- : 5 
P ” 
- . 4 - = as a 4 > 
. , 7 p ; | F 
4 U 4 : * * = * 
A * : d f 4 . ba « - 0 f © : 9 ? 
— , 
4 
- . 
" 4 4 ” 
* 8 
of 


— 


r 


* 
L 


, +» . % N "> : - me *+ A 
, # : 1 2 , : wk & % 
1 The MoRTTIFICAT TON 
F F F: pf . N * \ GTYY 111 


— 


FFV 


PCC 


- 
» - p 
o 7 2 
* 9 1 
* 
” 
„ 

wth 0 


N „ . - 
4 a 0 : ? 8 * g % N . 5 ? . Ta ; | 
1 * » *; . N 1 8 : . * 14 — * 8 . . * # # bo 7 # * 1 1 4 4 1 
* 0 . _— * = 
— - * - 
* . * * * } 9 1 
- : 4 ad - . #75 N : : : 
« 0 9 * 1 0 ” . - C : * 2 Y / = $ 4 ' g * 
, . . 1 
» L j : 
by v b . * 9 * * 1 * . 4 4 : 
+4 4 4a + : « @* CE IC - * - # g ( - of > 4 k , 

„* 


The principal intendment of the whole diſcourſe propoſed. -The firſt main 
"caſe" of conſcience ſtated. What it is to mortiſy any ſin, negatively con- 
der d. Not the utter deſtruction of. it in this life. Not the diffimul- 
' .,Fion. of it. Not the improvement of any natural principle, Not th: 

averſion of it. Not an . occaſional conqueſt. Occaſional conqueſis of 
Jin, what, and when.' Upon the eruption of fin. In time. f danger 
or trouble. bes 1250 20 Sch Mitt Zan l 5d 


ES E things being premiſed, I come to my principal intention, of 
handling ſome queſtions or practical caſes, that preſent themſelves in 
i chis buſttieſs of mortification of fin in believes. 

1 \-< The firſt, which is the head of all the reſt; and whereunto they are 

— reduced, may be conſidered as ly ing under the enſuing propoſal. 
Suppoſe a man to be a true believer, and yet finds in himſelf a powerful ind wel- 
ling ſin, leading him captive to the law of it, conſuming his heart with trouble, per- 
plexing his thoughts, weakning his ſoul, as to duties of communion with God, dil- 
quieting him as to peace, and perhaps defiling his conſcience, and expoſing him to 
hatdning through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, what ſhall he do? what courſe ſhall he tale 
and inſiſt on, for the mortification of this ſin, luſt, diſtemper, ee ger, to ſuch 
a degree, as that though it be not utterly deſtroy'd yet, in his conteſt with it, bs 
may be enabled to keep up power, ſtrength and peace, in communion with God? 
In anſwer ta this important enquiry, I ſhall do theſe things, 1 
I. Shew what it is to mortiſy any ſin; and that both negatively and poſitively, that 
ve be not miſtaken in the foundation. | 4 8 
II. Give general directions for ſuch things, as without which it will be utterly 

impoſſible for any one to get any ſin truly and ſpiritually mortify d. 

III. Draw out the particulars whereby this is to be done: in the whole carrying 
on this conſideration, that it is not of the doctrine of mortification in general, but 
only in reference to the particular caſe before propoſed, that I am treating. | 
1. Fo mortify a fin, is not utterly to kill, root it out, and deſtroy it, that it ſhould 
have no more hold at all, nor reſidence in our hearts. It is true, this is that which 
is aimed at, but this is not in this life to be accompliſhed. There is no man that 
truly ſets himſelf/to mortify any ſin, but he aims at, intends, deſires its utter deſtruc- 
tion; that it ſnould leave neither root nor fruit in the heart or life. He would ſo 
Kill it, that it ſnould never move or ſtir any more, gry or call, ſeduce or tempt to 
eternity. Its not being is the thing aimed at. Now though doubtleſs there may 
by the ſpirit and grace of Chriſt, a wonderful ſucceſs and eminency of victory againl 
any ſin be attained; ſo that a man may have almoſt conſtant triumph over it; jet 
an utter killing and deſtruction of it, that it ſhould not be, is not in this life to be 
expected. This Paul aſſures us of, Phil. iii. 12. Ni as though I had already attaintd, 
or were already perſect. He was a choice ſaint, a pattern for believers, who in faith 
and love, and all the fruits ot the ſpirit, had nor his fellow in the wor! | ; and on that 
account aſcribes perfection to himſelf, in compariſon of others, v. 15. yet he had not 
attained; he was not perfect, but was following after: ſtill a vile body he had, and 
we have, that muſt be changed by the great power of Chriſt at laſt, v. 21. This 
we would: have, but God ſees it beſt for us, that we ſhould be cqmpleat in no- 
thing in ourſelves ; that in all things we might be compleat in Chriſt, which is 
for Us, Col. ii. 10. | | | KS v3 > 
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4/11 think I need not ſay, it is not the difimulation-of a ſin; when a man; on 
ome outward reſpects forſakes the practice of any fin; men perhaps may look on 
bim as a changed man; God knows that to his former iniquity he hath added cur- 
{4 Hy pocriſy, and is got in a ſafer path to hell, than he was in before. He hath got 
another heart than he had, that is, more cunning, not a new heart, that is, more 
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bo): rs: mortifcation of fin: conſiſts not in the improvement of a quiet, ſedate 
tre Some men huve an advantage by their natural conſtitution, fo far, as that 
ee e ſuch violence of unruly paſſions, and tumultuous affecti- 
ons as many others are. Let nom theſe men cultivate and improve their natural 
amd and temper, by diſcipline; confideration and prudence, and they may ſeem 
themſelves and others very mortify d men, when perhaps their hearts are a ſtand- 
ing file of all abuminarions; ſome man is never ſo much troubled all his life: perhaps 
with anger and paſſion,” nor doth trouble others, as another is almoſt every day; and 
jet the latter hath done more to the mortification of the ſin than the formers ;, Let 
not fuch try their mortifichtion by: ſuch things, as their natural temper gives no 
19 ot vigour to: let them bring themſelves to ſelf-denial, unbeſief, or ſome ſuch 
ſpiritual fin, and they will have a better view of .aennelves.12715 e ee 
4 A ſin is not mortify d, when it is only diwerted. Simon Magus for 4 ſeaſon 
ſeſt his ſorceries; but his covetouſneſs and ambition that ſet him on work, remain- 
ed ſtill, and would have been acting another ways therefore Petey tells him, I per- 
give thou art in the gall of bitterneſs ; notwithſtanding the 3 thou haſt made, 
notwithſtanding thy relinquiſhment of thy ſorceries, thy luſt is as powerful as ever 
in thee: the fame luſt, only the ſtreams of it are diverted: it now , exerts. and 
uus forth itſelf another way, but it is the old gall of bitterneſs fill, A man may 
de ſenſible of a luſt, ſet himſelf againſt the eruptions of it, take care that it ſhall 
not break forth as it hath done; but in the mean time ſuffer the ſame corrupted 
habit to vent itſelf ſome jo ay. As he who heals and skins a running ſore, 
thinks himſelf cared, but in! the mean time hi fleſſi feſtereth' by the corruption 
of the ſame humour, and breaks out in another place. And the ſame is the caſe 
of; bartering of 1 9955 d leaving to ſerve one, that a man may ſerve another. He 
tat, changes pride kor worldlineſs, fenſuality” for phariſaiſiy, varit) in 'himifelf to 
the*comempr' of others; let him not think that he hath mortified the ſin that he 


ſens! to have left: He lath changed his maſter; bur is 4 ſeryant ſtill. 
i ccaſional conqueſts: of ſin do not amount do a mortifying: of it. 
There are two occaſions or ſeaſons, herein mem hs are cofitending with any ling 
may ſeem to themſelves to have mortify' d it. 
.,) When it hath had ſome ſad eruption to the diſturbance of Freie peace, terrour 
of their conſciences, dread of ſcahdal, and evident provocation of God. This awa- 
lens and ſtirs . up all that is in the man, and amazes him, filts him with abhorrency 


of fin; and himſelf fox ĩt; . nds Him to God, makes him cry out as for life, to ab- 
bor his Juſt as hell, and ro ſer Hüinſelf againſt" ic. The whole man, ſpirirual and 
natural, being, vow, awaked, ſin Mrinks in its head, appears not, but” lies gs dead 
lore, him, As when ons thar Bath drevn digt, 16" an army in dhe nige 48 den 
kiled, a; principal perſon; inftantly the guards awake, men are rouſed upf and fie 
enquiry is OE der the enemy : who. in the mean time, until the noiſe and tumult 
be gver, hides himfelf, or lies like 1 FB: is dead, yet with firm reſolution to do 
the like miſchief agaip, upon the. W Upon the ſin among the Co- 
rinthians, ſee how they muſter up themſclves for the ſurprſzal and deſtruction of it, 
% Epi Chap. 5. . 1. So it is, in, a perſon, when a breach harh been made upon 

;conſcience,, quiet, perhaps, gredi, by i Juſt, in ſoine "eruption of len fin, 
carefulneſs, .. indignation, de ire, te; revenge, ; are all ſer on ork about it, and 
*ainſt at. And luſt is quicr for nate bo run down before them ; but when 
ws hum is, over, and the inqueſt pall, the thick appeats again! five, and is as buſy 


GEever.at his Work. , „ 0 noni tr „ e ee 
(a 10 a, bie dt, ſome. judgments, cala & 175 Action; rhe heart is 
then igen up with;thoy 7 Ap gpntnivanees of fl Ns BO, the preſent trodbles, 

apd.;cangers :\ this as, % CONVIRG! | pextor concludes, is cc be done only by 
relinquiſhment of ſin, which gains peace with God: It is the anger of God in 
every affliction that galls a co d 99270 AL be quit of this, men reſolve at 
ſuch times againſt their ſins. Sin ſhall never more have any place in them; they 
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The: principal intendinent of the whole diſcourſe propoſed. -The firſt main 
_ "caſe" M conſcience ſtated. What it ws to mortify any ſin, negatively con- 
' "Gder'd. Not the utter deſtruction of. it in this life. Not the diffimula: 
' Zion. of it. Not the improvement of any natural principle. Not th: 
diverſion of it. Not an occaſional conqueſt. Occaſional conqueſls i 
Jin, what, and when. "Upon the eruption of fin. In time of: danger 
: 0 trouble. . | | $04 es | a Þ jo $5444; iii 
ES E things being premiſed, I come to my principal intention, of 
handling ſome queſtions or practical caſes, that preſent themſelves in 
NAY ES this buſttieſs ot mortification of fin in believ ers 
The firſt, which is the head of all the reſt; and whereunto they are 
| reduced, may be conſidered as lying under the enſuing propoſal. 
Suppoſe a man to be a true believer, and yet finds in himſelt a powerful -indwel- 
ling ſin, leading him captive to the law of it, conſuming his heart with trouble, per- 
plexing his thoughts, weakning his ſoul, as to duties of communion with God, dil- 
quieting him as to peace, and perhaps defiling his conſcience, and expoſing him to 
hardning through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, what ſhall he do? what courſe ſhall he take 
and inſiſt on, for the mortification of this ſin, luſt, diſtemper, or corruption, to ſuch | 
a degree, as that though it be not utterly deſtroy'd yet, in his 0 with it, bs 
may be enabled to keep up power, ſtrength and peace, in communion with God? 
In anſwer ta this important enquiry, I ſhall do theſe things, . 
I. Shew what it is to mortiſy any ſin; and that both negatively and poſitively, chat 
ve be not miſtaken in the foundation ; Ea 70 | 
II. Give general directions for ſuch things, as without which it will be uttcrly 
impoſſible for any one to get any ſin truly and ſpiritually mortify'd. 
III. Draw out the particulars whereby this is to be done: in the whole carrying 
on this conſideration, that it is not of the doctrine of mortification in general, but 
only in reference to the particular cafe before propoſed, that I am treating. | 
1. To mortify a fin, is not utterly to kill, root it out, and deſtroy it, that it ſhould 
have no more hold at all, nor reſidence in our hearts. It is true, this is that which 
is aimed at, but this is not in this life to be accompliſhed. There is no man that 
truly ſets himſelf to mortify any ſin, but he aims at, intends, deſires its utter deſtruc- 
tion; that it ſhould leave neither root nor fruit in the heart or life. He would ſo 
kill it, that it ſnould never move or ſtir any more, gry or call, ſeduce or tempt to 
eternity. Its not being is the thing aimed at. Now though doubtleſs there may 
by the ſpirit and grace of Chriſt, a wonderful ſucceſs and eminency of victory againlt 
any ſin be attained; ſo that a man may have almoſt conſtant triumph over it; jet 
an utter killing and. deſtruction of it, that it ſhould not be, is not in this life to be 
expected. This Paul aſſures us of, Phil. iii. 12. Nut as though I had already attaintd, 
or were already perfect. He was a choice ſaint, a pattern for believers, who in faith 
and love, and all the fruits ot the ſpirit, had nor his fellow in the wor! |; and on that 
account aſcribes perfection to himſelf, in compariſon of others, v. 15. yet he had not 
attained; he was not perfect, but was following after: ſtill a vile body he had, and 
we have, that muſt be changed by the great power of Chriſt at laſt, v. 21. Tis 
e would have, but God ſees it beſt for us, that we ſhould be compleat in no- 
-— thing in ourſelves; that in all things we might be compleat in Chriſt, which is bel 
for us, Col. ii. 10. | | : 
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+9671 think I need not ſay, it is not the diſſimulation of a {in;: when a mati on 
ome outward reſpects forſakes' the practice of any fin; men perhaps may look on 
bim as a changed man; God knows that to his former iniquity he hath added cur- 
hypocriſy, and is got in a ſafer path to hell, than he was in before. He hath got 
other heart than he had, that is, more cunning, not a new heart, that is, more 

er d 3 100179 102.10 en enz 10 i. S198, Dit, LOT: 1 
7 The mortification of ſin conſiſts not in the improvement of a quiet, ſedate 
eur" Some men huve an advantage by their natural conſtitution, fo far, as that 
Fee nun ſuch violence of unruly paſſions, and tumultuous. affeRi- 
ns, as many others are. Let now. theſe men cultivate and improve their natural 
rand and temper, by diſcipline, confideration and prudence, and they may ſeem 
themſelves arid others, very mortify d men, when perhaps their hearts are a ſtand- 
ing linke of all abominations; ſome man is never ſo much troubled all his liſe perhaps 
ich anger and paſſion,” nor doth trouble others, as another is almoſt every day; and 
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the ſatter hath done more to the mortification of the fin than the former: |. Let 


s 4 rer, 
91 - 


give thou art in the gall of bitterneſs ; notwithſtanding the 3 thou haſt made, 
uſt is as powerful as ever 


of ſid, and himſelf fox it ; ſends him to God, makes Him cry out as for life, to ab- 
e d ell as bel, nd 1 e againlt it.” The whots man, ſpixirual 48d 


Jae 2 cd e inftantly che guards awake, men are rouſed up; 


be qyer, hides himfelf, or lies like one that is dead, yer with firm reſolution to do 
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will never again give up themſelves: to the 8 of it. "Accordingly In is Acer 
ſtirs not, ſeems to be mortify*d ; not indeed that it hath receiv any; one wound, 
biit- meerly becauſe the ſoul barks poſſeſs d its faculties, whereby it!.ſhould, exert it. 
ſelf, with thoughts inconſiſtent with 'the motions - thereof; which when they are 
laid aſide, ſin returns again to its former life and vigour. So theysPſak78.132. Uno; 38, 
are a full inſtance and deſcription of this frame of Spirit, whereot I ſpeak. For all this they 
ſinned till and believed not for his wonderous works, © Therefore their Ant Mid he conſume in v be 
nity; andtheir yearvin:trouble. When be flew them, then they ſoughtiihimy and they returned 
and enquired early after God. And hen remembred that od was theit, racks. and the high God 
then Redeemer. Nevertheleſs, they did flatter him with aheir mouth: and they lied unto hin 
with thejr'rongues. Tr their heart uur not right with dim, neither were| they ftedfaſ? in his Co- 
vent. © Ino way doubt; but that 3 ogy. 30 hey Ought, and returned and enquired ar- 
neftiy after Cod, they did. ĩt with full purpoſe of heart;: as to the nelinquiſhment of their 
fins: It is expreſſad in the word returned. Tb dn or return, toi the Lord, is by a 
relinquiſhment of ſin. This they did earh, with earneſtne ſa and: dlligende; 3 but 
yet their ſin was unmortify d for all this, v. 35, 37% and this is the ſtate of. m 
humiliations in the days of affliction, and, a ee in noc hents of en 
themſelves, lies oftentimes herein. UM ei bas 
Theſe, and mary other ways there are, whereby: page ſouls: deceive: themes 
and ſuppoſe they have mortify d their luſts, When they liye and are enen 
on Trig adden daten Jon” to + mera and-diſquietndls,.,,, i 1 
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or · wage war againſt the ſoul, 1 Per. ii. rt; to rebel, or riſe up in war with that conduct 
and Oppoſition which is uſual therein, Rom vii. 23. tor lead captive; or effectually cap- 


this muſt be granted with theſe two limitation. oY Fob, 
(10 One juſt, or a luſt in one man, may receive many Accidental improve- 
ments, heightnings and ſtrengthnings, Which may give it life, power, and vigour, 
exceedingly above what another luſt hath, or the. ſame luſt, that is of the ſame kind 
and nature, in another man. When a luſt falls in with the natural conſtitutions and 
temper, With: a ſuitable courſe of life, witſi occaſions ʒ or when ſatan hath got a fic 
handle to it to manage it, as he hath à thouſand Ways ſo to do; that luſt, grows 
violent and impetuous above others, or more than the fame luſt in another man; 
then che ſteams of : ir- darken the mind ſo, that though a man knows the ſame things 
as formerly, yet they have no power, nor influence on the will, but corrupt affections 
and paſſions are ſet hy it at lib ert. pn loo] . 
(2% Some luſts ure far more: ſenſible and diſcernable in their violent actings than 
others. Pan puts a differenee between uncleanneſs and ali other ſins, 1. Cor. vi. 18. 
Hi furhicutiom, every in that a man doth, is without the” body, but he that committeth forni- 
cum finnerh dgaEk. bis: own body. Hence the moxions of that! ſin are more ſenſible, 
more Aiſcernable than of others; When perhaps, che love of the world, or the like, is 
in a perſon no leſe habitually predoiinant than that, yet it makes not ſo great a com- 
buſtion in the Whole man. I ſay then; that: the firſt thing in mortification is the 
weakening of this habit that it ſhall not impelt and tumultuate as formerly, that it 
all not entice am dra aſide, that it ſnall not diſquiet and perplex the killing of 
its; life}; vigour; pnmptneſs and readineſs to be ſlirring. This is called cruciſying ibe 
flaſhowbirh the buſts r here Gal. v. 245 that is, taking away its blood and ſpirits, that give 
it ſtrength and power. The waiting of the body of death day by day, 2 Cor. iv. 16. 
Asa ma naileditb the crofs: hefiiſt ſtruggles and ftrives and cries out with great 
ſtrengths. and might but as his blood and ſpirits waſte, his ſtrivings are but faint and 
ſeldom, his cries low and hoarſe, ſcarce to be heard. Whenia man firſt ſets on a luſt 
or diſtempor to dual with it, . ir-ftruggles with! great violence to break looſe; it cries 
vichlearntſtneſs aud impatience to be ſatisfy d ati relievedʒ but when by mortiſica- 
tion che hoo and ſpixits of. ĩt are let out, it moves ſeldom and faintly, cries: ſparing- 
ly, and ds: ſbarce heard in the heart r it may haue ſometimes a dying pang, that makes 
appearance of gręatl vigour andi ſtrength, but it is quickly-overy eſpecially if ĩt he. 
lept tom conſidenablea ſucetſs, This the: apoſtle deſcribes as ini the Whole chapter} ſo 
eſpecia li u. cin villca che Romans. Sin, ſaith he, aSrwudfy'd ; it is faſtened toche uroſs 
w hüt end that ther body. of death may be deſtmy li.; che power of ſin weakened; and 
abaliſhed) by littleb and little; that. hencefurth vue boni, ut ſerue n, Thats; that ſin 
might not incline, impel us with ſuch efficacy, as co male us ſervants to it, as it hath; 
done hęretofore co Andethis is ſpoken not only vit eſpect to carnat and ſenſual uffecti- 
odor deſires i brIdly things; not only in reſpeft ob the luft of the fleſn, the luſt of 
thaayes, and the ꝓricbe of life, but alſo as to the fleſli that is in the mind and will, in 
that oppoſition unto God, which is in us by naturd. Of hat hattire ſoerer the trou- 
bing wiſtemper bey by war ways ſocverl it make litfelf out, either by impelling to evil 
ohwdebiog tromehat which iꝭ good, the rule ig the fame... ea 
. Inconſtantfghring. and; contending againſtiſiti To be abie always to be daying 
lacorbfin>ts noiſwb degree of mottification /o When fin is ſtrung and vigorous, the 
ſoul is {carcc able to make any head againſt it: it ſighs, andi gans, aud maurns 
and is troubled, as David ſpeaks of himſelt, but ſeldom has fin in the purſuit; David 
I L's is ſin had taken faſt hold upon him, that he could not look up, Pſal. xl. 
$2 0 le-chen was he able to fight againſt it? now ſundry things are required 
unto, and comprized in this fighting againſt fin. | | : 
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(i.) To know that a man hath ſuch an enemy to deal withsl ; to take notice ol it 
to conſider it as an enemy indeed, and one that 3s to be deſtroy'd by all means; poſſible 
is required hereunto. As I ſaid before, the conteſt is vigorous: and hazardous; it is 
about the things of eternity. When therefore: man have ſlight and tranſient thoughts 
of their luſts, it is no great ſign that they are mortiſy d, or that they are in a way for 
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their mortification ene DU Y e ahnung VOL T0 $9121; 
(20 To labour to be acquainted N eK methods, advantages and 
occaſions of its ſucce(s iꝭ the beginning of this warſare. So do men deal with enemies 
They enquire out their councils and: deſigns, ponder their ends, conſider how and by 
what means they have former 1 that they may be prevented; in this con- 
ſiſts the greateſt skill in conduct. Take this away, and:all waging of war, wherein, is 
the greateſt improvement of humane wiſdom, ang induſtry, wauld he brutiſn. So do 
they deal with luſt, who mortify it indeed; not only when: it is actually vexing, inti- 
cing. and ſeduo ing, but in their xetirements; they conſider, this is our enen this is 
his way and progreſs, theſe are his advantages, thus hath he prevailed; and thus he 
will do, if not prevented. So Dau, My. fin is ever before me, Pſal. li. 3. 
(3. ) To load it daily with all the things which: ſhall after be mentioned, that arg 
grievous, killing and deſtructive to it, is the height of this conteſt ; ſuah an one never 
thinks his luſt dead, becauſe it is quieti but labours Rill-to give jt new waunds, new. 
blows every day. So the Apoſtle: Col. 1; 5. 10 2284470 SYOUT Donic bn 30919. 
Now whilſt the ſoul is in this cnuition, Whilſt it is thus dealing, it is certainly 
uppermoſt, ſin is under the ſword) and-dying-: 1979709 Of! WEN O11 TY. CMM] 23 
3. In ſucceſs; frequent ſucceſs againſt any luſt is another part and evidence of 
mortification. By ſucceſi L underſtand not a meer diſappointment of ſin, that it be 
not brought forth, nor accompliſhed; but a victory over it, and purſuit of it to a com · 
conqueſt: for inſtance, hen the heart finds ſin at any timę at work, ſeducing 
. make proviſion for the flaſh, to fulfil the luſta thereof, it in 
ſtantly apprehends ſin, and brings it to the law of God, and love of Chriſt; condemns 
it, follows it with execution to the uttermoſt. No I ſay, hen a man comes to 
this ſtate and condition, that luſt is Weakened in the robt and pritciple, that its mo- 
tions and actions are fewer and, weaket than for 'x 10; that i chey ate not able to 
hinder kĩs duty, nor interrupt his peace, hen he: can in a quiet, ſedate frame of ſpirit, 
find out, and fight aganiſt fin, and have ſucceſs; againſt it. then: ſim is mortify'd in 


ſome; conſiderable meaſure ; and nopwithſtanding all ãts oppoſſtion, a man may bar 8 
peace with God all his days. 29 % bod 9117 e e, i %% bit g q 

: Unto theſe heads then. do I refer: the mortification:aimed- avs: that is, of any one I; 
perplexing diſtemper, whereby! the Fe pravity and corruption of our nature at 10 
tempts to exert and put forth its ſe 91 >| 07 22 Grog bar wol eins wort, 2 

1 Eirſt, che weakening'ofits.jogwelling diſpoſition, v hereby. in ipelines entices I cf 
impelis to evil, rebells, oppoſes, fights; againſt God, by the impläanting, habitual te- — 
ſidence, and cheriſhing of a principle of grace, that ſtands in diręct oppoſition to it, ha 
and is deſtructive of it, is the foundation of its So by the implanti and growth df dl 


humility is pride wealentd, paſſion by patience;/{tuhdeanneſs/ by purity of mind and 
— love of this: world b enkel made, wit — on 
or the ſame habitual grace variouſly. aging it ſelf. by the Hay Ghoſt, according to the 
variety or divexſit/ of the ohjects about Which. is is cnerciſed d as the other are ſereril 
luſts, or the ſame natural corruption variouſſy acting its ſelf acaording to the varios 


advantages and | chat it meets Withal. HOW £0 egen eee 30S 
2. The promptneſs;:alacrity;/vigaur.of the ſpirit, or nawi man un contending with, 
cherrful fighting againſt the luſt ſpoken cf, by all the ways, and with all the means 


that are appointed: thereunto, conſtanthy{ uſing. the ſuccours provided againſt its mo 
tions and actings, isꝛa ſenond thin hereunto required. 708 nn | 110979 38 
3. -Succeſs/unto-iſeveral 3 attends theſe two... Now! this, if the diſtempet 
hath not an inconquerable aduantage from its natural ſituation, may poſſibly be to 
ſuch an univerſal conqueſt, as the ſoulimay; never more ſenſibhy fes: ĩts vppoſition, and 
ſhall, however aſſugedly raiſe to an allowance of peace to the odſditnce, according 
the tenor of the covenant of grade. nit ga aok vun am o Sd arr! i 
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unleſi a man be à believer: \Dangers of F attempting mortification of fin 
unregenerate Per ſore. "The #4, of unconverred Perſons, as 97 2 
neſs" f mortification, con fidered, be vanit 4 A ME he hah ere, 
. . rules or, mortification. 225 Abe 
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— Ak Ways and means, whereby à ſoul may . © the o on 


Us quiet and weaken him, comes. next under conſideration. 

— . Now, there are GE general, KATE 

"ore pribcip! es, and. Ke ol this work, without which no man in 
nf be. he. never ſo much TA ſed b *. copyictions, and ralgined. for the mortifica- 


ond, any ſig, can attain thereunto. ., e 
„ 3 . Fee Wiebbout, Which, no. fin. wil 'be ever mortified, are 


4 zaun . 


theſe KAN 24 Ars 
ff 1 Valeſs 5 wan Pal a beter Nd 2] one nt is truly ingrafted into Chriſt, -he 


4 verer moxrtify any one ns, 3 1 do, not. e 2 Abe know Hnlelf to be lo but un- 
be indeed he be fo. f 
oftification. is the work . liens Roa” viii. 1 3. 5 je through the ſpirit Sec. 
ova to Whom there & Bo Econdemnatign... D. 1. 1 hey alone are exhorted to 
ol.” 111 , Mortify therefore ou. mem members that Fe on the earth. Who ſhould 2 
füt Jou who ate TEA, witli C iſt, 1 1. Who 7s is hid with Chriſt in Cod, v. 3 
Who Hall appear wit him* Tm glory, V.. A n HOES e man may do ſomething like Its 
but the work it ſelf, ſo as 880 may 10 acceptable with God, he can never perform. 
You, know. what, picture of it is drawn. in ſome of the Philoſophers, Seneca; Tully, 
Epiftetys ; what attetionate. diſcourſes they have of N of the world, and ſelf, 
Kg gulating and conquering all ©xorbirant. affeczans and paſſions. The lives of moſt 
of 25 apices” that their 1 8 AS much, from true mortification, as 
the ſun painted ori a fi gn poſh fo ſun in the firmament, They had 5 — 
light nor heat. Their own Koran 7 5 FEES: what they all, were. There 
is no death of ſin withour the death, of Chriſt, You know,what, attempts there are 
made after 'it, by. the papilts, 18 Kei 20555 penances, and een I dare (ay 
of chem (I mean as many of th 5 89 act upon thę principles ↄf their Church, as they 
call it) Whar Paul ſays of 1 rael. wht de be of. Righteouſneſs, Rom. ix. 31, 32. they 
haye followed after Merten but the Tt have, not e e to ĩtʒ Wherefore? Be- 
cauſe they ſeek it not by faith but 6 it ere by the works of the Jau. The ſame, is the ſtare 
and condition of all. amongſt our. lves, 12 0 in 1 to their convictions, and 


awakened ccnſcieinces, do attempt a relinquilhmear of ſin; chey follow after it, but | 


PTC 


by 0 not attain It. 


is true, it is, it will be e of every N whatever, that hears the Law, or 


el preached, that he mortity fo 5. It is 18 Art but it is nt his immediate duty; 
47 duty to do it, but to do it in God's w EP It you e your ſexy ant fo pay 
ſo much money for you in ſuch a place, but firſt. to go and tale it up in another; it is 
his duty to pay the money appointed, +49, You Au blame him if he do it not; yet it 
was not his immediate duty; he Ks, wh on Fe 


to inable us thereunto. | 


I have proved that it is the ſpirit alone chat 5 mortify fin the is united to do 
| other means. without him are empty 0 vain. How Mall he chen mortify 


t, and al 
xy 22 hath not the ſp 5 9 A Fa eh the 
tangue, than truly mortify one ſin Without. 
is che ſpirit of Chriſt, and as the Apoſtle 55 ON 
none” of bis, Rm, viii. 9. So, if we are 
the PU, and ſo alone have power for morcifi ion. This che Apoſtle diſpourſes at 


ee without eyes, ſpeak without a 


Rom. ili. V. 8. Sy that the that are. in, e fal connot .pleaſe God. \Þt io the in: 


rende "and concluſion he makes of tis tr foregoing e 1 gur 17 ſtate ow | 
d a rein. de are in che 


A and the enmity we haye.L unto- 
0, it we have not the ſpirit, we oe he any thing 25 ſhould pleaſe God. But 
6 what 


of * any Particular 4 Iſt, and fin, which ſatan takes advantage by, to diſ- 


rations to be premiſed, concerying | 


it jp: according to your direction. 
So it 1 is in this caſe ; ſin is to be mortif 7. 'd, but e 19 is to be done in the firſt place 


irit. NOW, how is he attaiged? It 
we Have nat the ſpirit of \Ohrift, ue are 
'S, have an.intereſt in him, wie have 
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what is our deliverance from this condition. v. 9. But ye are not in the fleſh, but in the 
ſpirit, if ſo be that the ſpirit of, God dwell in you ye 448 that have the ſpirit of 
Chit, ye are not in the fleſh.* There is no way of deliverance from the ſtate and 
condition of being in the fleſh, but by the ſpirit of Chriſt ; and What if this ſpirit of 
Chriſt be in you? hy then you are mortifiy du v. 10, the body'*#f dead bicailfe of 

or unto it; mortification. is carried on; the new man is quickned to righteouſneſs, 
This the apoſtle proves, v, 11, from the union we have with Chriſt by the ſpirit, 
which will produce ſuitable operations in us, to Nhat it wrought in him. All at- 
tempts then for mortification of any luſt, without any intereſt in Chriſt, are vain. 
Many men that are galled with, and fob lin, the atrows of Chriſt for conviction,” by the 
preaching of the word, or ſome affliction having been made ſharp in theig.heaxts, 
vigorouſly ſet themſelves againſt this or that particular luſt, where with thelv-conigen 
ces have been moſt diſquieted, or perplexed. But poor creatures! they lach ig 
the fire, and their work conſumeth. When the ſpirit of Chriſt comes to hh Nor 


* 


Mal. iii. 3. take away their droſs and tin, their filth and blood, a 1 
men muſt be gold and filver in the bottom, or elſe refining will do them n 


* | ALL, LI0% 2 | ges LOL Wor 
he will be as refiner's fire, and as fuller's ſope, and hewill purge men'as gold and e 
ood, as 7 . 1 7 Dy. \ 
B90. 


ked 1 r mortification, 
by what means ſoever that God affords them.” Jer. Vi. 29. 30. The bellows are hurnt, 
and the lead is conſumed of the fire, the founder melteth in vain, reprobate filver ſhall . cl 
them, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them; And what is the reaſon hereof? v. 28. they 
and iron long enough, before they will be good ſilxer. dae, dn 


1 


1 ſay then, mortification is not the preſent buſineſs of unregenerate men. God 


calls them not to it as yet, converſion is their work. The converſion of the Whole 
ſoul, not the mortification of this or that particular luſt. You would laugh 22 man 
that you ſhould ſee ſetting up a great fabrick, F take any care for a foundation; 
eſpecially if you ſhould Fe him ſo fooliſh,” as that having'a OTE eee 
what he built one day fell down another, he would yet continue in the ſame Coutſe, 
So it is with convinced perſons; N they plainly, fee, that What ground they 
ger againſt ſin one day, they loſe another, yet they, will go on in the ſame road 
ill, without enquiring where the deſtructive flaw in their lb lies. When the 
Jeus upon the conviction of their ſin were cut to the heart, A4 ii. 37. and cried out 
what ha, we do? What doth Peter direct the m to? does he bid them go and mortify 
their pride, wrath, malice, cruelty, way 9 like ? No, he Lhe thas was not their 
preſent work, but he calls them to converſion and faith in Chriſt in general, v. 38. Let 
the ſoul be firſt throughly converted, and then Woking on him whom they had pierced, 
Humiliation and mortificationwill enſne. ' Thus When John came to, preach repent- 
ance and converſion, he ſaid, The ax is now laid to the root of the tree, Mat. iii. 10: 
The phariſces had been laying heavy burthens, impoſing tedious duties, and rigid 
means of mortification in faſtings, waſhings, and the like; all in vain + ſays John, the 
doctrine of converſion is-for you, the ax in my hand is laid to the root. And our 
Saviour tells us, what is to be done in this caſe ; ſays he, Do men gather grapes from 
thorns? Matt. vi. 16. but ſuppoſe a thorn be well pruned, and cut, and have pains 
taken with him? Yea buthe will never bear figs, V. 17. 18. it cannot be but every. 
tree will bring forth fruit according to its. own” kind. What is then to be done, he 
tells us, Matt. xii. 33; Make the tree. good, and his fruit will be good : the root muſt be 


The prophet gives us the ſad iflue ot wicked mens utmoſt attempts fo 8 


dealt with, the nature of the tree changed or no good ftuit will be brought forth. 


This is that Laim at; unleſs a man be regenerate, unleſs he be a believer, all at- 


tempts that he can make for mortification, be they never: ſu ſpecious and prongs. 


all means he can aſe; let him follow them with never ſo much diligence, earneſtne 
watchfulneſs and intention of mind and ſpirit, are to no-purpoſe ; In vain ſhall he 


uſe many remedies, he ſhall not be healed. Yea, thete are ſundry deſperate evils at- 
tending an endeavour in convinced perſons, that are no more but {o, to perform this 


8 . 
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home to God; inſtead hereof, he ſets himſelf to mortify the ſin thar galls hin, which 


2 


r r 55 + 
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| (x J The mind and ſoul is taken up about that” Fhich is not the man's proper 
buſineſs, and fo he is diverted from thar which is fo. God lays hold by his word 
and judgments on ſome ſin in him, galls his conſcience, diſquiets his heart, de- 
deprives him of his reſt; now other diverſions will not ſerve bis turn; he muſt apply) 
himſelf to the work before him. The buſineſs im hand being to awake the "whole, man 
unto 4 conſideration of the ſtate and condition wherein he is, that he. might be brought 
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th 5 a man finding himſelf really enga- 


dom So., The hole bundle gf che, popiſh religion is made up of deſigns, 
| ence Without Chriſt: all deſcribed by the apoſtle, 


 w# 


ne 1 9 85 22 Jareb, Hop. v. 13. which, kept 
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ſeeing they do tha 1 a work. (So itſelf, and they do not do it to be ſeen. 
They CN Re would; haye the wok done in ſincerity, and fo are hardened in a 
kind, oh .1elt righteouſneſs: (Ole. We BEARD eee e eee 
.] When a man hach thus fox a ſeaſon been deluded, and hath deceived his own, 


tending is in vain, he thall never be able to preyail.; He is making a dain againſt 
yater hat increaſerh on him. Hereupon he gives over, as one deſpairing of any ſuc- 
ts, and yields pp. himſclt to the power of fin, and that habit of formality that he 


- | , — - | 
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0 ilſue with perſons attempting the mortifſcation of fin, without | 
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bs 

intereſt in Chriſt 

the. yorld,;; and of all tale, who. in 
Indians to ba 


tion, as they drive 


1. God forbid! it is to be looked on as a great iſſüe of the wiſdom, goodpels, and 
love of God, that by manifold ways and means he is pleaſed to reſtrain the ſons of 
men, from running forth into that. compaſs of exceſs and rior, Mar the depravedneſs 
of their nature v Carry them out unto. with violence. By What way ſoexer this 
is done, it is an iſſus of the care, kindnefs, and goodnels of God, without which, the I 
whole earth would be an hell of fin and confuſion. 1 1 
2. There is a peculiar convincing power in the word, which God is often- times 1 
Pleaſed to put forth to the wounding amazing, and in ſome fort humbling of ipners,, F 
though they ate never converted. And the word is to be preached,” tho” it hath this 
end, yet not with this end. Let then the word be preached, and the ſins of men re- 
buked/ luſt will be reſtrained, and ſome oppoſitions will be made againſt ſin, though 
hat be not the effect aimed at. | 


| 33§. Though 
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3. Thoug n this be the work of the Word and Spirit, and it be good in itſelf, yet i: yet it 
is de profirable nor available as to the main end in them, in whom it is Wrought ; 
If are {till in the gall of bitterneſs, and under the power of darkness. 

Let men know it is their duty, but in its * oa place; I take not men from 
9 Lich but put them upon N e tlat Thall call a man from 
mending a hole in the wall of. his houſe, to quen ch; fire that 18 *conſumihg the whole 
building, is not his enemy. Poor foul! it is Hor thy fore finger,” but. hectick 
feaver that thou art to apply thy ſelf to the conſideration af? ou ferret (as x 
gainſt a particular ſin, and "off not conſider that thou art nothing but fl,“ 

Let me add this to them WhO are preachers of the word; or äntend throtigtr the good 
hand of God that employment. Ie be their Puty to 'plead with men about eheit fins, 
9 lay loads on particular ſin but Aways remember, that it b& done Wick that Which 

the proper end of law and Goſpel: chat B. igt they rake uſe of the fin they 
ſpeak againſt, to the diſcovery of the ſtate and condition whetelti'the finner 183 other- 
wiſe, haply they may work men to formality and hypocrify, butlittle of the trus end of 

reachingthe goſpel will be brouy hr about. It WH ook avail to beat a man off from his 


drithkennefs, into a fober formali lit. A skilfü 9 9 r of the Aﬀernblies lays His axe at 


the root, difves ſtill at the heart. To enveis aint Tpke fins of Ignorant, un. 
regenerate perſons, ſuch as the Jand is full I yet, beg i i 
may be done with great efficacy: ier, and 0 1 955 160 I U cee Of it, that 
they are ſer upon the moſt ſedulous endeavouts of mortifying their fins preached mo 
all that is done, is hut like the beating of an enemy in Ke n field, and 
him into an et able caſtle, not to be prevalled again et you at any tis 2 
ſinner at the Advantage, on the account of anyone fs whatever, Rive gu Any thi 
to take hold of him by, bring it to his ſtate and condition, drive it up to the he 
and there deal with him: to break men off particular ſins, 400 not. to break. their 
hearts, is to deprive_our ſelves of advantages of dealing with them. 
And herein is the Roman mottification grievotiſly 5 , they drive in forts of per 
* . bg: the leaſt confideration, err 15 have. a principle for it N no, 
ay he from calling on men to believe, that they may be able do mor- 
8 Heir es : thar they call ret to mortification, inſtead of believing.” The truth 
they neither” 2 * i it is to believe, nor what mortification fair intends, 
F r OP with. them is but a general aſſent to the doctrine taught in their churtfr: and 
moxtffication the betaking of man; by a vow nh ſome certain courſe of Hife, wherein 
 hEdenjes-himfelf famerhing of rhe uſe ab the things of this wor, not without a con- 
ſiderable compenſation. Such men know & the, 659979 n td; of 
God. Their boaſting of their wee 18 Par ar 
Some caſuiſts among ourſelves, 'who, gverlooking' the Heck 10 © ee * 
. give rhis for a direction 10 o all ſorts of perſons; that complain of any {in or 
at the Mould vow againft it, at leaſt for a ſeaſon, a month or ſo, ſeem to hare 
Of Hug of light in the myſtery 'of the goſpel, much like that of Nicodemus, When le 
Se to Chriſt.” They bid 14 vow to abſtain from their fin; for a ſcaſon. This 
commonly makes their lu more ĩimpetuous. Perhaps with great perplexity they keep 
EIS word : perhaps not, which'tncreaſes their galt and torment. Is their fin at 
hed: keys. Do they find a conqueſt 992 it? Is their condition changed, 
though they attain a relinquiſhment of it? Are they not {till in the gall of bitterneſs? 
IS not this to pur, men to make brick, if not, without ſtraw, ' yet, len is works 
without ſtren What promiſe bath any untegenerate man tc colintendrice him in 
this Work? What affiſtance for the performance of it? Can fit be kill d without an 
e {'in the death of Chriſt, or mortified wirllout the Spirit If fuch, directions 
prevail to Ge mens lives” as ſeldom they do, yer They never reach to the 
wnge of their hearts, or conditions. They may make men ſelt-juſtitiaties, or hy. 
, not chriſtians.” It grieves me oft-times to ſee poor ſouls, that have a al 
80 and a deſire of erernal welfare, kept by fuch dire&ors. and directions, un- 
der an hard, burdenfome, outlide worſhip and ſetvice of God, with many ſpecious 
4 ceayours for mortification, in an 93 * IK of the righteouſneſs ot Chriſt, 
uhacquaintedneſs with 175 Spirit, all their days. Perſons £90, things of this 
king I. know. too many. 15 yer God Minz into cheir hearts, to give them the 
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E ſecond principle, which to this purpoſe I ſhall, propoſe, is this: 
e 5 Without  dincerity, and diligence. in ia, — a "obedience, 
chere is no mortification of any one perple xing Juſt to be obtaiued. 
true ocher was to the perſon, this to the thing itfelf. I ſhall a litt le 

Wees explain this poſitionmꝰè— „ eie i 63 19/100 
Aman finds any luſt to bring him into the condition formerly deſcribed, it is 
powerful, ſtrong, tumultuating, leads captivez vexes, 'di{quiets, takes away peace; 
0 able to bear it, wherefore he ſets himſelf againſt it, prays againſt it, 
roans under it, ſighs to be delivered; but in the mean time, perhaps in other 
uties, in conſtant communion with God, in reading, prayer aud meditation, in 
other ways that are not of the ſame kind with the luſt wherewith he is troubled, 
he is looſe and negligent, let not that man think that ever he ſhall arrive to the mor- 
tikcation of the luſt. he is perplexed withal. This is a condition that not ſeldom 
befals men in their pilgrimage. The Hraelites under a ſenſe of their fin drew nigh 
to God with much diligence and earneſtneſs, with faſting and prayer, Iſai. lviii. 


N made of their earneſineſs in the work,-v. 2. They ſeek me daily, 
cd deligh 


ud delight to know my ways, they ask of me the ordinances of juſtice, they take delight iu 
Te de, unto God. But God rejects all; their faſt is a/remedy that wall nor Deal 


m, and the reaſon-given of it, v. 5, 6, 7. is, becauſe they were particular in 


this duty. They attended diligently to that, but in others were negligent and care- 
les. -He that hath a ruming ſore (it is the ſcripture expreſſion) upon him, ariling 
from. an ill habit of body, contracted by intemperance and ill diet; let him apply 
himſelf with what | diligence and skill he can, to the cure of his ſore, if he leave 
the general habit uf his body under diſtempers, his labour and travail will be in vajn. 
80 will his attempts be, that ſhall; endeayour to ſtop a bloody iſſue of fin; and filth 
5 foul, mw is not equally. careful of his univerſal ſpiritual temperature, and 
tution. For. 1 8 nt e eat $351 4 v3; 8 184. 
1. This kind of endeavour for mortification, proceeds from a corrupt principle, 
gound, and foundation, ſo that it will never proceed to a good iſſue. The true and 
acceptable. principles of mortification ſhall be afterward inſiſted, on. Hatred of fin, 
& fin, not only as galling or diſquieting, a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt in the croſs, 
lies at the bottom of all true ſpiritual mortification. Now it is certain, that, that 
which I ſpeak of proceeds from love. Thou ſetteſt thy ſelf with all diligence 
and earneſtneſs to mortify ſuch a HMH or fin ; What is the reaſon of it? It diſquiets 
thee, it hath taken away thy peaee, it fills thy heart with ſorrow, and trouble, and 
fear ; thou haſt no reſt becauſe of it; yea but, friend, thou haſt neglected prayer or 
reading, thou haſt been vain and looſe in thy converſation in other things, that have 
not been of the ſame nature with that luſt, wherewith thou art perplexed; theſe are 


no leſs ſins and evils, than theſe under which thou groaneſt; Jeſus Chriſt bled for them 


alſo. Why doſt thou not ſet thy ſelf againſt them alſo? If thou hateſt ſin as fin, 
every evil way, thou wouldſt be no leſs watchful againſt every 2 grieves 
and diſquiets the Spirit of God, than againſt that, which grieves and diſquiets thine 
own foul. It is evident that thou contendeſt againſt ſin, merely becauſe of thy own 
trouble Dy iti Would thy conſcience be quiet under it, thou wouldf let it alone. 
Did it not difquiet thee, it ſhould not he diſquieted by thee. Now, canſt thou think 
that God will ſet in with ſuch hypocritical indeavours, that ever his Spirit will bear 
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witneſs to the treachery and falſehood of thy ſpirit? Doſt tho! hink be. will et 


vet fz 


will Pn nine. we muſt do all things 
thi > Or that peculiar Juſt, but an uni. 

verſal humble frame, and temper of heart, with watchfulneſs over every evi 

for the performance of every ut y, that 1s acceptkd ti Kenn Be Ap 


perplexed, to get ſtrength in thee, and power over thee, to chaſten © 
negligences, and common lukewarmnelz in i before book leaſt. to awaken 
thee to the conſideration of thy ways, that thou mayſt make a thorough work and 


change in thy courſe of walking with him? 8 
Ae of 


The rage and predominancy of a particular luſt is commonly the fruit an 
a careleſs, negligent courſe in general; and that upon a double Accpuſt. 
(10 As its natural effect, if I may ſo ſay. Luſt, as I ſhiewed, in gener » lies 1 
the heart of every one, even the beſt, . whilſt he lives; and thi 3 2 
ſcripture ſpeaks in vain, that it is ſubtle, cunning, crafty, that it Teduces;”Intices, 
ot and 


fights; febels. Whilſt a man keeps a diligent watch over his heart,” its To 

fountain; «whilſt above all keepings, he keeps his heart, mhence art thè iſſues of” Lift ad 
death, luſt withers, and dies in it.* But if through negligence it makes an eruption 
any particular way, gets a paſſage to the thoughts by the affe&Hions; aud from 
them, and by them, perhaps breaks out into open ſin in the converſaton; the 
ſtrength of it bears that way it hath found out, and that Way mainly it urgetb, 
until having got a paſſage, it then vexes and diſquiets, and is hot eafily to be 
reftrained; that perhaps a man may be put to wreſtle all his days in ſorrow, with 
that, which by a ſtrict univerſal watch might eaſi ly have' becifiprevented.” 2 
(..) As I ſaid, God oftentimes ſuffers it to chaſten our other negligences for 
as wich wicked men, he. gives them up to one fin, as the judgment of another, a 


, 
= 


greater for the puniſhment of a leſs, or one that will hold them more firmly and 


ſecurely, for that which they might have poſſibly obtained a deliverance; from (4), 
ſo even with his\own, he may, he doth leave them ſometimes, to ſome vexatious 
diftenipers, either to prevent or cure ſome other evil. So was the meſſenger of fi- 
tan let looſe on Paul, that he might not be lifted 1p through the Abundante f Jpiricud 
revelation (b). Was it not a correction to Peter's vain confidence, that he was left 
to deny His maſter? Now if this be the ſtate and condition of luſt in its prevalen- 
cy, that God oftentimes ſuffers it ſo to prevail, at leaſt to admoniſh us, and to 
humble us, perhaps to chaſten and correct us for our general looſe and careleſ 
walking, is it poſſible: that the effect ſhould: be removed, and the cauſe continued; 
that the particular luſt ſhould be mortified, and the general ceurſe be unre form- 
edi He then that would really, throughly, and acceptably mortify any diſ- 
quieting luſt, let him take care to be equally” diligent in all parts of obedience, 
and knòw that every luſt, every oiniſſion of duty, 1s burdenſome to God; though 
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. Arent in ey to "the e cafe 74 A Cori 
fader the dangerous ſytaptoms:of any luſt. 1. Inveterateneſn 2. Peace ob- 


 Jained unller it; the ſeveral ways whereby that is done. 3. Frequency of 


ſucceſs i in its JeduBions. 4 The ſouls fig hen ng e apdinſt it, with arguments 
ly taken from the event. 5. Its being Fro ed with” jndiciary hardneſs: 


6. Its. withſtanding particular e Tom Ok. The Pare 75 dared in 
_ whom theſe net are c Tabs „ e ha 151 
W144 3-44 Ie | 213% N a arty id 1 v7 

$238 922 E Wregoing gerltal 1 rulös⸗ beit pa rent Aiteckion 

Fo to the ſoul, for its guidance under the ſenſe of a diſquieting luſt 

| 75 or di ſtemper, being the main thing I aim at, come next to be pro- 

| T poſed... Now of theſe ſome are previous 9 pr pre} aratoty, and in 


4 > + Bus of them tlie work itſelf”; is contained. e firſt ſort are 
SD 9 82 theſe enſuing. MASS 0 Sled lt un * 07, 


| 38370 8 1. Conſider whit dangerous Huubtelne thy lu Hath' attending 


or decompꝰ Ving it. Whether it hath any deadly mark on it or no, if it hath, 
— remedies are to be uſed 3 an ordinary courle 'of mortification. will 
not do It, 11! 1; M09at 14015 £015 87K 

wu will ſay, nat are these Aangerou; marks And f ymptoms, the aohutacs at · 
tendences of an indwelling liſt that you intend? Some "off them 1 ſhall name, 

(10 Inveterateneſs, ik it hath lain long corrupting in thy heart, if thou haſt 
ſuffered it to abitle 1 in power and ptevalency, vithout EY ng vigorouſly the 
killing of it and the healing of the wounds chou haſt receited by it, for ſome long 
ſeaſbn; thy diſtemper is dangerous. Haſt thou permitted worldlineſs, ambition, 


peedineſ of ſtudy, to eat up othet duties, the duties wherein thou oughteſt to 


old conſtant communion with God, for ſome long ſeaſon? or uticleanneſs; to de- 
dle thy heart, with vain and fooli and wicked imaginations, for many days? 
Thy luſt hath 4 datigerous ſymptom? So was the caſe with David, Pſal. xXxviii. 5. 
My wounds ſtink and are c betauſe of my fooliſhneſs efs. - Wen & luſt häth lain long 
in che heart, corrupting, fe ering; cankring, it brings the ſoul to a woful 1 8 
dition: In ſuch 4 caſe an ordinary courſe of humiliation will not do the w 
lebe ſome extraordinary courſe he taken, ſuch a perſon hath , no ground 
vorid to expect that his latter end ſhall be peace. Pot, N an“, K nit 94 
L How will he be able to diftinguiſh between the jong abode cf xilurdiaonti- 
fed Just, and the dortiinion of fin, which cannot befal a regenerate perſun? 
[zJ How can he promiſe himſelf, that it ſhall ever he otherwiſe with him dr 
that is luſt will ceaſe tumultuating and ſedutiug, when he ſees it fixed and abid- 
hz, and hath done fo for many days, and hath gone througli variety of conditi- 
— with him? Old neg lected ounds are oftert mortal, always — Ind wel- 
ling diſtempers grow rufty, and ſtubborn, by evrtinuance in cafe and quiet. Luſt: is 
ſich an inmate; às if i can plead” time and "ſoine preſcription; will not eaſily 
be ejected. As Ie/hever dies its lf, ſo if it be not daily killed, it will always 
gather ſtrengtl. 93; mon Wie £3.08 ob Y Meas $607 alien 
(Z.) Secret pleas ob che ined fur Oo countenancing of rfl, and . 
Riee, notwithſtanding the abiding of a lyſt, without a vi —— Goſpel — 
for its mortification, is another dangerous ſymptom of aß 
rt. Now there be ſeveral ways whereby this may be — Tr name ſome 
" them. As, r e bi , eee 5 (9 dee e 640 


che 
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; £ J When upon thoughts, perplexing thoughts about fin, inſtead of apyiy;. 
himſelf to 0 deſtruction * Is a man ſearches his n to is. 22 Wt Yi 
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2 Cor. Xii. And as it is in elk _— ſo it hath beauty added to it, 15 5 
proper ſeaſon, time of tri uietneſs of the heart abou 
fin, is a 2 of ſilver to 1 af e, as Solomon ſpeaks ; but now to 
do — his, RK to Kei) e which crys, N calls for, another pur 
wy HR Wrvies of an Mart in los with in- When man e 
abe | with e ee 0 l Gl rebuke Nin ber 6h fila Aaken be 
2 des inttead O applying himſelt to get that. fi) 1 ein of 
hci, wor y best ad by. e hall relieve W le Nach Wh her er. 
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rous, Voda hardly 
conſciences, and the * preachings 7 0 Hederteswe; 
with this, that they were Abraham's children, and * K 2 account —— with 


Cod, and io counten ned eas! in. all bei ble Wäckepę r drr Alter ut 
ter ruin. A 10 Ss 21 2, 17 237 10 * 143 03 HS 
1 By e 8885 and mercy 0 an nene biflcd in, ox One hot ſincerely 
endeavoured A ee ed, is this deceit: carried on. This, ig. 3 15 of zn — 
preatiy:inta the love of ſin. .. When a man hath ſectet thoughts in hi 
ct, not unlike thoſe of Naaman, about his worſhipping f in the houſe of Kimm 05 
in all other things I will walk AL God, but in this. thing, God be merciful u. 
to me; his condition is 7 It is true indeed, a reſolution to this pur poſe, to ip 
dulge. man's ſelf in am ſin on the 17 of mercy, ſeems. to be, and doabt 
leſs in any courſe, is altogether inconſiſtent with chriſtian — and 5 is a badge 
of an:hypotrite, and ãs 7 H abe grace f God into wantonnſs (e); yet doubt 
not, bus punti the ere of ſatan, and cheir own: remaining un lief, the chil 
dren of: God may. thawlalvgs ſometimes. be inſnared with this. deceit- of ſin; or 
elle Paul would never have 10 cautioned t hem againſt i it, as he doth, Rom, yvi. 1, 3 
Tbeſe au many other ways and. wi ſes, à decritful heart will ſometimes make ul 
of, to requntanaAnce. 3tſelf in its abomingtions. - oF; when a, man with his fin 
in this condition, that there is a ſecret liking. of, the ſin. prevalent in his hear 
and though his milk de nat, wholly: ſet upon it, e t he hath an imperfect vel lei 
towards it, he w iſe it, were it . ſuch and buen conſidexationg 
and hereupgu — — el other ways, than by the mortifigat ion and ardoN 
of it at the > blogd of Chriſt ; chat man's wounds, Rink. and are corrupt, and he vl 
Vibe ſpeedy 5 be 1 he Geog of Dolls 7 neo cad 2 vl 
0 — ueceſs in ſin's on, in obtaining the prevailing co ent 
Fs will unto it, is another dangerous ſymptom. This, is, that, I mean, when 
NS ſin ſpoken of gets the conſent of the will, with ſome delight, + ugh it be 
. 3 perpetrated,: yet it hath ſucceſs. A man may nqt be abt 
ations, to ge along with ſx; ta that which owes calls the 
E ae it 01 1 60 3 ee atts of ſin, when yet the will of, ſinning may 
han bath it, I. ſay, ſucceſs. Nom if any hut be able this 
far to n f 7 of any man, as his condition > en Fan | be very 
bed, abd himſelf. be unregenerate, ſo it cannot paſſibly be very good, but daiy 
getous ; and it is atone upon the matter, whether] this be done by the choice d 
Wil 0d by inadvertaney. For that inadvertency itſelf is in a mauner choſen 
When de ate inadharteut and negligent, Where we aun ed to watchfulneſs aud 
carefulneſs, that inadvertency doth not take off from voluntarineſs of what 
_ wecdaothqraippn:; fer altheugh men do nat ehdeſe and reſulve to be negligent 
apd-inadvervect, yet if they chools the things that will rin bend wy 
rr cboſencubite mus 
omot e He I rob N mio did diz N. 1079s 3d | 2194s Wo!” 
s) Fial. — 6,5. 8 „9. (60 i Kings v. 38. (e) ade iv. (4) Jam. i. 14, ne. 
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wa When a man fehteth againſt his fin only with arguments from the iſſue, 
or the puniſhment due unto it; this is a ſign, that fin hath taken great poſſeſſi- 


on of the will, and that in the heart there is a ſuperfluity of naughtineſs. Such 


2 man as oppoles nothing to the ſeduction of fin and luſt in his heart, but fear 


of ſhame among men, or hell from God, is ſufficiently reſolved to do the fin, if 


there were no puniffiment attendin it, which, what it differs from living in the 
ice of fin, I know not. Thoſe who are Chriſt's, and are acted in their obe- 
dience upon Goſpel- principles, have the death of Chrift, the love of God, the 


deteſtable nature of fin, the preciouſneſs of communion with God, a deep ground- 


ed abhorrency of ſin, as fin, to oppoſe to any ſeduction of fin ; to all the work- 


ings, ſtrivings, fightings of luſt in their hearts. So did Joſeph, Hom ſhall I do this 


evil, ſaith he, and fur againſt the Lord, my good and gracious God (4). And 
ul, The love of Chriſt conſtrains as (b), and having received theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe 
our ſelves from all pollution of fieſh- and Spirit, 2 Cor. vii. 1. But now if a man be 


ſo under the _ of his luſt, that he hath nothing but law to oppoſe it withal, 
8 


if he carmot fight againſt it with Goſpel weapons, but deals with it altogether 
with hell and judgment, which are the proper arms of the law, it is moſt evi- 
dent, that ſin hath poſſeſſed itſelf of his will and affections, to a very great pre- 
val and conqueſt. Try thy ſelf by this alſo, when thou art by ſin driven 
to make a ſtand, ſo that thou muſt either ſerve it, and ruſh at the command of 
it into folly, like the horſe into the battle, or make head A it to ſuppreſs 
it; what doſt thou ſay to thy ſoul ? what doſt thou expoſtulate with thy ſelf ? 
ls this all, hell will be the end of this courle, vengeance - will meet with me, and 
find me out ? It is time for thee to look about: thee, evil lies at the door: Paul's 


main argument to eviace that ſi ſhall not have dominion over believers, is, that 


they are not under the law, but under grate, Rom. vi. 14. If thy contendings againſt 
fn be all on legal accounts, from legal principles and motives, what aſſurance 
canſt thou 750 unto, that fin ſhall not have dominion over thee, which will 

ruin? f | | 


> 


fin, and judge himſelf in particular for it. God makes it to be the voice of the 
danger, afftition, trouble, ſickneſs that be is in, or under. Sometimes in reading 


of the word, God makes a man ſtay on ſomething that cuts him to the heart, 


and ſhakes him as to his preſent condition. More frequently in the bearing of 


che word Preithed, his great ordinance for conviction, converſion, and edification, 
"og G on, ate | 1 L | | 4 11 F . Wa mY ; 7 . ie | t EY ey v 4 
j g 9 . 9. (5 2 Cor. v. 14. 1 9 * * - 
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doth be meet with men. 1 Gb often hews men by che "ſword of his word i in that 
ordinance; ftrikgs' directly bu their bolom, beloved luſt; ſtartles the finner, "Makes 
him engage” into the \mortification and relinquiſhment of the evil of his heart. 

Now if his luſt have taken ſach hold on him, as to enforce him to break theſe 
bonds of the Lord, and to caſt theſe cords from him; if it overcomes theſe con. 
victions, and gets again into its old poſture; if it can cure the wounds it ſo re. 
ceives, that foul is in a ſad condition. Theſe and many: other evidences are there 
of ka luſt that is dangerous, if not mortal! As our Saviour ſaid of the evil Spi- 
rit, This kind, goes not out but by fiſting and prayer; fe fay 1, of luſts of this kind; 
2 "ordinary courſe of tortification' "IP not do you extraordinary Ways muſt be 

xed on. 

This is the fr particular direction; becher ther the luſt dr fin, you are 
contending with, hath any of theſe dangerous ſymptoms attending of it. Before! 
L I muſt give one 'caution by the way, eff any be deceived by what hath 

n ſpoken. Whereas, 1 ſay, the things and evils above- mentioned may befal 
true hatibrers, let not any that finds the ſame chings in himſelf, thence or from 
thence conclude, that he is a true believer. Thele are the evils that believer; 
may fall into, and be enſuared with: al, not the things that conſtitute'a! believer, 
A man may as well conclude that he is a believer, kecauſe he is an adulterer; 
becauſe David that was ſo, fell into Adultery; us. conclude it from the firas 
foregoing”, which are the evils of ſin and ſatan in the hearts of believers. The 

Ith chapter of the Roman contains the deſcription of a regeneratè man. He that 
ſhall conſider what is ſpoken of his dark fide, of his unregenerate part, of the 
indwelling power and violence of ſin remaining in him, and becauſe he finds the 
like in himſelf, conclude that he is a regenerate man, will be deceived in his 
reckoning. It is all one as if you ſhould argue, A wiſe man niay be: fick and 
wounded, yea do ſomethings fooliſhly, therefore every one. who is fick and 
wounded, and does things fooliſhly, is a wiſe: män. Or as if a filly de formed 
creature hearing one ſpeaking of a beautiful perſon, ſhould ſay that he had x 
mark or a ſcar that much disfigured him, ſhould conclude that becauſe he hath 
himſelF ſcars, and moles and warts, that he alſo is beautiful. If Mou will have 
evidences of your being believers, it muſt be from theſe things, that conſtitute 


men believers. He that hath theſe things in himſelf, may fafety-gonclude, I 


am a believer, I am à moſt miſerable one. But that ay man is is ſo, He * look 


for other evidences, if he WI have „ N dH 2, 0 
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this be bad, yet it is not ſo bad, as ſuch, and ſuch an evil. Innumerable ways 
there are, whereby ſin diverts the mind from a right and due apprehenſion of its 
guilt, Its noiſom exhalations darken the mind; that it cannot make a right judg- 
ment of things. The prophet tells us, that luſt will do thus wholly, when it 
comes to the height, Hoſ. iv. 11. Whoredom and wine and nem wine take away the heart, 
the heart, the underſtanding, as it is often uſed in the ſcripture. And as they 
accompliſh this work to the height in unregenerate perſons, 10 in part in regene- 
rate alſo. Solomon tells you of him who was enticed by the lewd woman, that 
he was among the ſimple ones, he was a young man void of underſtanding, Prov. 
vii 7. And wherein did his folly: appear? Why ſays he, in the- 23d v. He knew 
not that it was for his life; he conſidered not the guilt of the evil that he was 1 
involved in. And the Lord rendring a reaſon why his dealings with Ephraim | 
took no better effect, gives this account, Ephraim is like a ſilly dove, without heart, | 
Hoſ. vii. 11. had no underſtanding of his own miſerable condition. This is the 
proper iſſue of luſt in the heart, it darkens the mind that it ſhall not judge 
aright of its guilt, and many other ways it hath for its W that I 
ſhall not now inſiſt on. | N | W270 
Let this then be the firſt care of him that would mortify fin, to fix a right 
judgment of its guilt in his mind. To which end take theſe conſiderations to 
thy aſſiſtanſe. | cee if: 
.(1,) Though the power of fin be weakened by inherent grace, in them that 
have it, that fin ſhall not have domiwion over them, as it hath over others, 
yet the guilt of ſin chat doth yet abide and remain, is aggravated and height- 
ned by it, Rom. vi. 1, 2. What ſball-we ſay then? Shall we continue in ſin that grace 
may.abound ? God forbid, how ſhall we that are dead to ſin live any longer therein? How 
ſhall we that are dead; the emphaſis is on the, word We. How ſhall we do ſo, 
ho as he afterwards! deſcribes, have received grace from Chriſt to the contra- 
ry? We doubtleſs are more evil then any, if we do it. LIſhall not inſiſt on the 
ſpecial aggravations of the fins of ſuch perſons; how they ſin againſt more love, 
mercy, grace, aſſiſtance, relief, means, and deliverances, than others. But let 
this conſideration abide in thy mind: there is inconceivably more evil and guilt 
8 evil of thy heart, that doth remain, than if thou hadſt no grace at all. 
neee 8 bet: let. 
(2): That as God ſees abundance of beauty and excellency in the deſires of 
the heart of his ſervants, more than in any the moſt glorious works of other 
men; yea more than in moſt of their own outward performances, which have a 
greater mixture of ſin, than the deſires and e of grace in the heart have, 
lo God ſees! a great deal of evil in the working of luſt in their hearts, yea and 
more than in the open, notorious acts of wicked men, or in many outward: fins 
vheteiiito the Saints may fall, ſeeing againſt them there is more oppoſition made, 
and more humiliation generally follows them. Thus Chriſt, dealing with his 
decaying Children, goes to the root with them; lays aſide their profeſſion, Rev. 
ü. 1 5. I know thee, thou art quite another thing than thou profeſſeſt, and this 
mabes the abomin able. e Te | 52 
So then z let theſe things and the like conſiderations lead thee to a clear ſenſe 
of the guift of thy indwelling luſt, that there may be no room in thy heart for 
tenuating, or excuſing thoughts; whereby ſin inſenſibly wilt get ſtrength and 
aer een e en en en eee eee 51 
2. Conſider the danger of it, Which is mani folg 25 
(. Of being hardened by its decęitfulneſs, this the apoſtle ſorely charges on 
the Hebrews; chap. iii. 12, 13. Taufe heed, brethren, leſt there be a uf a an evil 
heart of: unbeltef, in departing from the. living God, but exhort one another daily, while 
it is called to day, leaſt any of yon be! hardened through the deceitfulneſs of ſin. Take 
heed, ſaith. he, uſe all means, conſider your Temptations, watch diligently, there 
is a treachery, a deceit in ſin, that tends to the hardening of your hearts from 
the fear of God. The hardening here mentioned is to the utmoſt; utter obdu- 
tation, fin tends to it, andevery diſtemper aud luſt will make at leaſt ſome progreſs 
towards it. Thou that waſt tender, and didſt uſe to melt under the word, under 
alli ions, wilt grow as ſome have profanely ſpoken, ſermon proof, and ſickneſs proof; 
thou that did'ſt tremble at the preſence of God, thoughts of death, and N 
range before Aim, when thou hadſt more aſſurance of his loye than now thou = 
HY 2 l N * ; f ' | t 
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ſhalt have a ſtoutneſs upon thy pra not to be moved by theſe things. Thy 
foul: and thy fin ſhall be ſpoken of, and ſpoken to, and thou thalt not be at al] con. 
cerned; but ſhalt be able to paſs over duties, praying, heating, reading, and thy 
heart not in the leaſt affected. Sin will grow a light thing to thee; thou wilt 
.pals\ it by as a thing of nought; this it will grow to, and what will be the 
end of ſuch a condition??? | 8 

( 2.) The danger of ſome great temporal correction, which the ſcripture cal; 
vengeance, judgment, and puniſhment, Pſal. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, 33. Though Cod 
ſhould not utterly caſt thee off for this abomination that lies in thy heart 
yet he will viſit thee with the rod; though he pardon and forgive, he wil 
take yengeance of thy inventions. O remember David and all his tr. 
bles ; look on him flying into the wilderneſs, and conſider the hand or 
God upon him. Is it nothing to thee; that God ſhould kill thy child jn 
anger, ruin thy eſtate in anger, break thy bones in anger, | ſuffer. thee to be 
a ſcandal and reproach in anger, kill thee, deſtroy thee, make thee lie dow, 
in darkneſs, ia augeS? Is it nothing that he ſhould puniſh, ruin, and undo 
others for thy ſak Let me not be miſtaken! I do not mean, that God doth 
ſend all theſe things always on his in anger; God forbid. » But this, I fiy 
that when he doth ſo deal with thee, - and thy conſcience bears witneſs with 
him, what thy provocations have been, thou wilt find his dealings full of hit. 
2 thy foul; If thou feareſt not theſe things, I fear thou art under 

dneſs. | - 1 951 ode oigt{oonogtbedtt oft en: 

_ ) Loſs-of peace and ſtrength all a man's days. To have peace with God, 
to have ſtrength to walk before God, is the ſum of the great promites of the 
covenant of grace. In theſe things is the life of our ſouls. Without them in 
ſome comfortable meaſure, to live, is to die. What good will our lives do 
us, if we ſee not the face of God ſometimes in peace? If we have not ſome 
ſtrength to walk with him? Now both theſe will an unmortiſied Juſt certain. 
ly deprive the ſouls of men of. This caſe is ſo evident in David, as that no- 
thing can be more clear. How often doth he complain that his bones were 
broken, his foul diſquieted, his wounds grievous on this account? Take other 
inſtances,' Fa. lvii. 18. For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs I wat wrath,” and hid ny 


ſelf. What peace I pray is there to a ſoul while God hides himſelf ? Or. ©, 
Rrength whilſt he ſmites? Hof. v. 15. I will go and return to my place, until they ic- hed 
knowledge their offence, and ſeek my face. I will leave them, hide my face, and what 

will become of their peace and ſtrength? If eyer then thou haſt enjoyed peace with ( 
God, if ever his terrors have made thee afraid, if ever thou haſt had:!ftrengta to dn 


walk with him, or ever haſt mourned in thy prayer, and been troubled: becaule of 28 
thy weakneſs, think of this danger that hangs over thy head. It is perhaps but: Ye: 
little while and thou ſhalt ſee the face of God in peace no more. Perhaps Wil 44, 
by to morrow thou ſhalt not be able to pray, read, hear, or perform any ma; 
duties with the leaſt chearfulnefs; life or vigour; and bly thou mayſt ne- fe 
ver ſee a quiet hour whilſt thou liveſt; that thou mayſt carry about thee bro- Jovi 
ken bones full of pain and terrour all the days of thy dite; yea perhaps God BY (of 
will ſhoot his arrows at thee, and fill thee with anguifh und difquietneſs, with WM hear 
feats and perplexities, make thee a terror and an aſtomiſument to thy felt deſt 
aud others, ſhew thee bell and wrath every moment; frighten and ſcare the Wl den; 
with ſad fapprehenſions of his hatred, ſo that thy ſore ſhall run in the night WW Zan 
ſeaſon, and thy ſoul ſhall refuſe comfort; ſo that thou ſnalt with death rather WE vox. 
than life, yea thy foul may chooſe ſtrangling.” Conſider this a little, though Cod voca 
ſbould not utterly deſtroy hee, yet he might caſt thee into this condition, it be 
herein thou ſhalt have quick and living apprehenſions of thy deſtruction. WM tain] 
Wont thy. heart to thoughts hereof, Let it know what is like to be the iſſue I what 
of ads ſtate, leave not this conſideration, until thou haſt made thy foul! to trem- WI read 
ble within thee. PTRA CIO 07 200193 e, UL fit 119930 K 1909997 þ | 
There is the danger of eternal deftru@ion. o. Ps 
For the due management of this conſideration, obſervnreg : 
II. J That there is ſuch à comexion between a continuance in fin, und eter- I v4; 
mal deſtruſtion, that though Ged does reſbtye to deliver ſome from à continu- wou 
ane in lin, that" they may not be deſtroyed, yet he will deliver none from de- 6 
firuftion, that continae in fin. 80 that whillt any one liss undet an abiding I ende 
EI * * LI 
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power of ſin, the threats of deſtruction and everlaſting ſeparation from God are 
to be held out to him, ſo Heb. iii. 12. to which add Heb. x. 38. This is the 
rule of God's proceeding. If any man depart from him, draw back through unbe- 
lief, God's ſoul hath no pleaſure in him, that is, his indignation ſhall purſue him 
to deſtruction; ſd evidently, Gal. vi. 8. 

2. ] That he who is ſo intangled as above deſcribed under the power of any 
corruption, can have at that preſent no clear prevailing evidence of his inte- 
reſt in the covenant, by the efficacy whereof he may be delivered from fear of 
deſtruction. So that deſtruction from the Lord may juſtly be a terror to him; 
and' he may, he ought to look upon it, as that which will be the end of his 
courſe and ways. There is no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 
vil. 1. true! but who ſhall have the comfort of this affertion ? Who may afſ- 
ſume it to himſelf ? They that walk after the Spirit, and not after the fieſh. - But you 
will ay, Is not this to perſwade men to unbelief ? I anſwer, no; there is a 
twofold judgment that a man may make of himſelf, of his per ſon, and of his ways. 
lt is the judgment of his ways, not his perſon that I ſpeak of; let a man get 
the beſt evidence for his perſon that he can, yet to judge that an evil way 
will end in deſtruction, is his duty, not to do it is atheiſm. I do not fay, 
that in ſuch a condition a man ought to throw away the evidences of his per- 
ſonal intereſt in Chriſt ; but I ſay, he cannot keep them. There is a twofold 
condemnation of a man's ſelf; Fizſ#, In reſpect of deſert, when the ſoul con- 
cludes, that it deſerves to be caſt out of the preſence of God; and this is 
ſo far from a buſineſs of unbelief, that it is an effect of faith. Secondly, With 
reſpect to the iſſue and event; when the ſoul concludes it ſhall be damned. 
| do not {ay this is the duty of any one, nor do I call them to it, but this I 
ky, that the end of the way wherein a man is, ought by him to be con- 
cluded to be death, that he may be provoked to fly from it. And this is ano- 
ther conſideration, that ought to dwell upon ſuch a ſoul, if it deſire to be freed 
from the intanglement of its luſts. 2 . . 


3. Conſider the evils of it; I mean its preſent evils. Danger reſpects what is 
to come; evil what is preſent, ſome of the many evils that attend an unmorti- 
hed luſt may be mentioned. Ng 5 Wa oo | 


(..) It grieves the holy and bleſſed Spirit, which is given to believers to 
dwell in them, and abide with them. So the apoſtle, Epheſ. iv. 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29. dehorting them from many luſts and fins, gives this as the great mo- 
tive of it, v. 30. Grieve not the holy Spirit, whereby you are ſealed to the day of 
redemption; | Grieve not that Spirit of God, faith he, whereby you receive ſo 
many and ſo great benefits, of which he inſtances. in one ſignal and comprehen- 
five one; ſealing to the day of redemption. He is grieved by it, as a tender and 
loving friend is grieved at the unkindneſs of his friend, of whom he hath well 
deſerved; ſo is it with this tender and loving Spirit, who hath choſen our 
hearts for a habitation to dwell in, and there to do for us all that our | ſouls 
deſire. He is grieved by our harbouring his enemies, and thoſe whom he is to 
deſtroy in our hearts with him. He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve us, 
Lam. iii. 33. and ſhall we daily grieve him? Thus is he ſaid ſometimes to be 
vexed, ſometimes grieved at his heart, to expreſs the greateft ſenſe of our pro- 
vocation. Now it there be any thing of gratious ingenuity left in the ſoul, if 
it be not utter ly hardened by the deceitfulneſs of ſin, this confideration will cer- 
tainly affe& it. Conſider who and what thou art, who the Spirit is, that is grieved, 
what he "hath done for thee, what he'comes to thy ſoul about, what he hath al- 
ready done in thee, and be aſhamed. ek WIVES PE Kal 
) The Lord Jeſus is wounded afreſh by it; his new creature in the heart 
8 wounded. , His love is foiled, his adverſary gratified. As a total relinquiſh- 
ment of him, by the deceitfulneſs of fin, is the crucifying him afreſh, and the 
putting of him to open ſhame, ſo every harbouring of ſin that he came to deftroy, 


vounds and grieves him. 

(3. It wih take away a man's. uſefulneſs in his generation. His works, his 

endeavours, his labouts ſeldom receive bleſſing from God. If he be a de 

Cod commonly blows upon his mint that he ſhall labour in the fire, and 
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not be honoured with any mucvefs, or doing any work for God; and the jik like 


be ſpoken of other conditions: 
vis then is my fecond direction, and it regards the appolition that is to 
be made te luſt, in reſpect of its habitual reſidence in the ſoul; keep alive 
upon thy heart, theſe or the like conſiderations of its guilt, danger, and evil; 
ark © 4 in the meditation of theſe things. | Cauſe thy heart to dwell and 
1 upon them. Ingage thy thoughts into theſe conſiderations, let them not 
— . wander from them, until they begin to have a | powerful influence 
55 wy bout; until 772775 make it to tremble. | 
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CHAP XL. 


The thied direction propoſed. 1 thy eaſe jence with the guilt of the per- 
plexing diſtemper. The ways and means whereby that may be dons. The 
fourth direction. Vebement defire for deliverance. The fifth. Some 
dliſtempers raoted deeply in mens natural tempers. Conſiderations of ſuc) 
Aiftempers, | ways: of dealing with then. The fixth direction. Occoſ- 
ons and advantages of ſm to be prevented. The leventh. dlirectim. 


The firſt acting of . ſin vigorouſly 60 be e 


HIS i is my third direttion. ul zul mot ror 5 
= 5 Load thy conſcience with the le of it. Not only conſider 
98 that it hath a guilt, but load thy conſcience with the guilt of its 
K actua] eruptions and diſturbances. c 
3588858 For che right n ee of this rats, I ſhall give ſome par- 


ticular directions. 


1. Take God's method in it, em begin wich generals and a ſcent x fo 
particulars. * Sor 5 $519 | 


0 t) Charge thy. irs. HEL that... uilt which appar in it, from the 
reftitude and holineſs of the law. wine the holy law of God into thy. conſci- 
encę, lay thy gorruption. to it; pray that thou mayſt be affected with it. 
Conſuler the holanels, Fg 24.9 ſeverity, inwardneſs, geg of 
the lay; and ſee how thou canſt ta, before it. Be much, If ay, in affet- 
ug thy eonſeience with the terrour of the Lord in the law, and hoy/ tighte⸗ 
ous it is, that my o2e of thy tranſgrefliqns ſhould receive 2. recompence of 
reward. n conſe ience will invent ſhifts and evaſions to kee off the 
— Ya this. 131 eration, As, that the condemning - power of 'the. [5 doth 

long to thee, thou art ſet free from it, and the like; and ſo though 


by not, confaxmable to it, yet. hou. needeſt 906 to, be og muck troubled 
At it. But, Foot th 


= J ren thy conſcience, chat it cannot manage any viduinte oto/ el pur- 


that oll art free from the condemns | power of ſin, whilft thy unmor- 
luſt lies in thy heart; ſo that pethaps gd the law Oy" make good its you 
againſt 
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__— thee, for a full dominion, and then thou art'a loſt creature. Wherefore 
++ is beſt to ponder to the utmoſt, what it hath to ſay. 


[2.] What ever be the iſſue, yet the law hath commiſſion from God to ſerze 
upon tranſgreſſors, where ever it find them, and ſo bring them before his 
throne, - where they are to plead for themſelves. This is thy preſent caſe, the 
law hath found thee out; and before God it will bring thee, if thou canſt plead a 
© pardon, well and good, if not the law will do its work. | 


[3.] However, this 1s the proper work of the law, to diſcover ſin in the 
guilt of it, to awake and humble the ſoul for it, to be a glaſs to repreſent 
fn in its colours; and if thou demeſt to deal with it on this account, it is 
not 1 but through the hardneſs of thy heart, and the deceitful- 
nels of ſin. _— 1 

By ſuch ways, I fay, perſuade thy conſcience to hearken diligently to what 
the law ſpeaks in the name of the Lord unto thee, about thy luft and corrup- 
tion, Oh! if thy cares be open, it will ſpeak with a voice that ſhall make 
thee tremble, that ſhall caſt thee to the ground, and fill thee with aſtoniſh- 
ment. If ever thou wilt mortify thy corruptions, thou muſt tie up thy con- 
ſcience to the law, ſhut it from all ſhifts and exceptions, until it owns its guilt 
with a clear and through apprehenſion, ſo that thence as David ſpeaks, thy ini- 
quity may ever be before thee. bo | 


(2.) Bring thy luſt to the Goſpel ; not for relief, but for farther conviction 
of its guilt, look on him whom thou haft pierced, and be in bitterneſs, Sa 
to thy ſoul, what have I done, what love, what mercy, what blood, what 
grace have 1: deſpiſed and trampled on? Is this the return I make to the fa- 
ther, for his love, to the ſon for his blood, to the Holy Ghoſt for his grace? 
Do I thus requite the Lord? Have I defiled the heart that Chriſt died to 
waſh, that the bleſſed Spirit hath choſen to dwell in? And can I keep my 
ſelf out of the duſt ? What can I fay to the dear Lord jeſus? How ſhall I 
bold up my head with any boldnefs before him? Do 1 account communion 
yith him of ſo little value, that for this vile luſt's ſake; I have ſcarce left 
him any room in my heart? How ſhall I N if I neglect ſo great ſalva- 
tion? In the mean time, what ſhall I ſay to the Lord? Love, mercy, grace, 
goodneſs, peace, joy, conſolation, I have deſpiſed them all, and efteemed them 
5 a thing of nought, that I might harbour a luſt in my heart. Entertain t 
conſeience daily with this trexty. See if it can ſtand before this aggravatio 
of its guilt. If this make it not ſink in ſome meaſure and melt, I fear thy caſe 
18 dangerous. 319 ie ons 232 1 | 

2. Deſcend to particulars. As under the general head of the Goſpel, all the 
benefits of it are to be conſidered, as redemption, juſtification, and the like; 
ſo in particular, conſider the management of the love of them toward thine own 
ſoul, for the aggravation of the guilt of thy corruption. As, fi | 


G Conſider the infinite patience and forbearance of God towards thee in 
particular, Conſider what advantages he might have taken againſt thee, to have 
made thee a ſhame and a reproach in this world, and an object of. wrath for 
erer. How. thou haſt dealt treacherouſly and falſely with him from time to 
time, flattered him with thy lips, but broken all, promiſes and u en 
nd that by the means of that £ thou art now in purſuit of; and yet he hath 
hared thee from time to time, although thou ſeemeſt boldly to have put it 
to the trial how long he could hold out. And wilt thou yet ſin againſt him? 
Wilt thou yet weary him and make him to ſerve with thy corruptiong:? 

(.) How often haſt thou been at the door of being hardened: by the deceit- 
tulneſs of ſin; and by the infinite rich grace of God haſt been recovered-to 
ammunion with him again? nn GRAN SG): DIET ee 


(3) All God's gracious dealings with thee in providential ' diſpenfations, de- 
lverances, afflictions, mercies; enſoyments, all ought here to take place. By cheſe, 
l ay, and the like means, ſoad thy conſcience, and leave it not, until ir be 
throughly affected with the guilt of thy indwelling OO until it 1s 
kafible of its wound, and lie in the duſt before the Lord; 'wnlefs' * be 
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ding, 
| r* N Þ 5 lege JUILET not one 
moment to be contented with thy preſept frame and condition. Longing deſires 


ance, is a grace in its ſelf, that hath a mighty power to conform the ſoy]: in, 
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: : Fifthly, Conſider whether the diſtemper with which thou art perplexed, be! noe 
rooted in thy nature and cheriſhed, fomented, and heightened from thy coſts 
tution. A proneneſs to ſome fins may doubtleſs he in the natura! temper anf 
diſpoſition of men. In this caſe conſid err, 1 
1. This is not in the leaſt an extenitation of the guilt of thy ſm. Some with 
an open profaneneſs will aſcribe groſscenormities to their temper aid di ſpoſitioſ 
And whether others may not relieve] themſelves from the preſſing guilt of thei 
diſtempers by the ſame conſideration, I know not, It. is from the fall, from t 
original depravation of 'our natures, i that the fomes of any ſin abides in our m 
tural temper: David reckons his being ſhapen in iniquity and conception in u 
(a) as an aggravation of his following fin, not a leſſening or extenuation of it 
That thou art peculiarly : inclined unto any ſinful diſtemper, is but a. peculitf 
breaking out of original 'luſt in thy nature, which ſhould peculiarly abaſe au 
, cle grtot ni $2 fon 34 exrm 21d Hoof 5g 
2. That all thou haſt to fix upon on this account, in reference to.:thy walking 
with God, is that ſo great an advantage is given to ſin, asqalſo to ſatan, by 
this thy temper and diſpoſition, that without extraordinary watchfulneſs, c 
and diligence,” they will aſſuredly prevail agaiuſt thy foul» Thouſands Bad 
been on this account hurried head long to hell, who otherwiſe at leaſt mig 
have gone at a more gentle, leſs provoking, leſs miſchieyous rate, 
Eee For the mortification of any d i 


— 4 MITT 3» 


b 38 {iS 


& 4 


iſtemper, ſo "rooted" in the nature of | 4 105 
unto all other ways and means, already named or farther” to be inſiſted 
there is one expedient peculiarly ſuited. This is that of the apoſtle, 1 Cor, 
27. 1 keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjeftion. The bringing of the, vel 
body into bl ee is an ordinance of God tending to the mortification' of Wh 
"This gives check unto the natural root of the diſtemper, and>withers it by til 
ing” away its fatneſs of ſoil. Perhaps, becauſe the Papiſtt, men ignorant of the 
"righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the work of his Spirit, and whole buſineſs In hand, f 
laid the whole weight and ſtrefs of mortification in voluntary "ſervices and - 
nancès, leading to the ſubjection of the body, knowing indeed the true nature 
neither of ſin nor mortification, it may on the other fide be a temptation 
ſome, to negle& ſome means of humiliation which by God himſelf are oum 
and appointed. The bringing of the body into! ſubjection in the caſe ini 
on, by cutting ſhort the natural appetite, by faſting; watching, and the 1ikey® 
doubtleſs acceptable to God, ſo it te done with the enſuing limitations. , 
a: fb $2011100. gritlowbat v:: inn. od dai bangs e 
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of SIN in BELIEVERS: 33 
„„ J | 8 — — ' l 
(..) That the outward weakening and impairing of the body be not look'd upon 
48 4 721 good in itſelf, or that any mortification dotfi conſiſt therein, which were 
again to ting us under oarnal ordinances, but only as a means for the end propoſed ; 
"the weakening of any diſtemper in its natural root and ſeat. A man may have lean- 
neſs of body and ſoul together. e 
(2) That the means whereby this is done, namely, by faſting and watching, and 
the like, be not look'd on as things that in themſelves, and by virtue of. their own 
wer, can produce true mortification of any fin ; for if they would, fin might be 
mortitied without any help of the Spirit, in any unregenerate , perſon in the world. 
They are to be look'd on only as ways whereby the Spirit may, and ſometimes doth, 
put forch ſtrength for the accompliſhing of his own work, eſpecially in the caſe men- 
on d. Want of a right underſtanding; and due improvement of theſe and the like 
conſiderations, hath rais'd a mortification among the papiſts, that may be better ap- 
plied to horſes, and other beaſts of the field, than to believers. 
This is the ſum of what hath been ſpoken :: when the diſtemper complain'd of 
ſeems to be rooted in the natural temper and conſtitution, in applying our ſouls to a 
participation of the blood and Spirit of Chriſt, an endeavour is to be us'd to give 
check in the way of God to the natural root of that diſtemper. 
© The fixth direction is, | 8 f F 
Sixthly,:, Confider what occaſions, what advantages thy diſterhpet hath taken to 
exert and put forth itſelf, and watch againſt them all. e | 
This is one part of that duty which our bleſſed Saviour recommends to his Diſci- 
des under the name of watching, Mark xiii. 37. I ſay unto you all watch; which in 
Luke xxi. 34. is, Take heed that your hearts be not overcharged: watch againſt all eruptions 
ot-thy 'corruptions. I mean that duty which David profeſs'd himſelf to be exercis'd 
unto: I have, ſaith he, kept my ſelf from mine iniquity. He watch'd all the ways and 
workings of his iniquity, to prevent them, to riſe up againſt tlem. This is that 
which we are call'd unto under the name of conſidering our ways: conſider what ways, 
har companies, what opportunities, what ſtudies, what buſmeſſes, what conditions, 
ae at any time given, or do uſually give advantages to thy diſtempers, and ſet thy 
At beedfully againſt them all. Men will do this with reſpect unto their bodily in- 
mities and diſtempers. The ſeaſons, the diet, the air that have proved offenſivez 
ſhall de avoided, Are the things of the ſoul of leſs importance? Know that he that 
ares to dally with occaſions of fin, will dare to fin, He that will venture upon 
temptations unto wickedneſs, will venture upon wickedneſs. Hazael thought he 
ſhould not be ſo wicked as the prophet told him he would be: to convince him, the 
prophet tells him no more, but Thu ſhalt be King of Syria. If he will venture on 
temptations unto cruelty, he wilt be cruel. Tell a man he ſhall commit ſuch and 
uch fins, he will ſtartle at it: if you can convince him, that he will venture on ſuch 
vecafions and temptations of them, he will have little ground left for his confidence. 
Particular directions belonging to this head are many, not now to be inſiſted on. 
The ſeventh direction is, ra Ive! IG 
"Seerthly, Riſe mightily againſt the firſt actings of thy diſtemper, its firſt coricepti- 
ons; ſuffer it not to get the leaſt ground. Do not ſay. thus far it ſhall go, and no 
Ather. If it have allowance for one ſtep, it will take another. It is impoſſible to 
ix bounds to ſin. It is like water in a channel; if it once break out, it will have its 
courſe. Its not acting is eaſier to be compaſs'd, than its bounding. Therefore doth 
James give that gradation and proceſs of luſt, chap. i. 14, 15. that we may ſtop at 
the entrance. Doſt thou find thy corruption to begin to entangle thy thoughts? riſe 
up with all thy ſtrength againſt it, with no leſs imagination, than if it had fully ac- 
Compliſh'd. what it aims at: Conſider what an unclean thought would have; it 
would have thee roll thy ſelf in folly and filth. Ask envy what it would have; mur- 
r and deſtruction is at the end of it. Set thy ſelf againſt it with no leſs vigour, 
Man if it had utterly debaſed thee to wickedneſs. Without this courſe thou wilt 
M prevail. As fin gets ground in the affections to delight in, it gets alſo upon the 
Underſtanding to ſlight it. 8 2 e * 
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own vileneſs : As, 5.1 itt ria; 
1. Be much in thoughtfulneſs of the excellence of the Majeſty 
doof God and thine infinite inconceivable diſtance from him; many 
1 2 thoughts of it cannot but fill thee with a ſenſe of thine own vileneſs, 
SS) which ſtrikes deep at the root of any indwelling fin. When J., 
comes to a clear diſcovery of the greatneſs and the'excellency of God, he is filled with 


doth: the prophet Habattuk affirm himſelf to be caſt upon the apprehenſion of the 
Majeſty of God? Chap. iii. 16. With God, ſays Job, is terrible Majeſty x. Hence were 
the thoughts of them of old, that when they had ſeen God, they ſhould die. The 
ſcripture abounds in this ſelf abaſing conſideration, comparing the men of the earth 
to graſs-hoppers to yanity, the duſt of the ballance in reſpect of God f. Be much in 
thoughts of this nature, to abaſe the pride of thy heart, and to keep thy ſoul hum- 
ble within thee. There is nothing will render thee a greater. indiſpoſition to be 
— as by 8 deceits of fin, than ſuch a frame of heart. Think greatly of the 
reatneis 2 11a Orne enn, ob in OLI 2: 
9 2. Think much of thine unacquaintedneſs with tim. Though thou knoweſt e- 
nough to keep thee low and humble, yet how little a portion is ir that thou know- 
eſt of him? The - contemplation hereof caſt that wiſe man into that apprehenſion 
of himſelf, which he expreſſes, Prov, xxx. 2, 3; 4-. Surely I ane more brutiſh than any 
man, and have uot the underſtanding of a man. I neither learned wiſdom, nor have the 
kzowſedge of the holy. Who hath aſcended up into heaven or deſcended? Who hath gather- 
ed the wind in bis fiſts? Who hath bound the waters in a garment? "who, hath eſtabliſhed 
the ends. of the earth? What is his name, and what it his ſon's name, if thou canſt tel? La- 
bour with this alſo to take down the pride of thy heart. What doſt thou know of 
God ? How little a portion is it? How immenſe is he in his nature? Canſt thou look 
without terrour into the abyſs of eternity. Thou canſt not bear the rays of his glo- 
rious being. % SOT EY wt HET SF «ft: | | 
R look on this conſideration of great uſe in our walking with God, ſo 
far as it may have a conſiſtency with that filial boldneſs which is given 
us in jeſus Chriſt to draw nigh to the throne of grace, I ſhall farther inſiſt 
upon it, to give an abiding impreſſion of it to the fouls of them who deſire to 
walk humbly with! GW. © ks [5 
Conſider then, I ſay, to keep thy heart in continual awe of the Majeſty of God, 
that perſon of the moſt high and eminent attainment, of the [neareſt and moſt fa- 
miliar communion with God, do yet in this life know but a very little of him, and 
his glory. God reveals his name to 1ſes, the moſt glorious attributes that he hath 
manifeſted in the covenant of grace, Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6. yet all are but the back 
arts of God. All that he knows by it, is but little low, compared to the per- 
Eden of his glory. Hence it is with peculiar reference to Apſes, that it is ſaid No 
mam hath ſeen God at any time, Job. i. 18. of him in compariſon with Chriſt doth 
he ſpeak v. 17. and of him it is here. faid, Mu man, no not Moſes, the moſt emi- 
nent. among them, hath ſeen Gud at any time. We ſpeak much of God, can talk 
of him, his ways, his works, his counſels all the day long; the truth is, we know 
very little of him; our eier our meditations, our expreſſions of him are low, 
many of them unworthy of his glory, none of them reaching his perfections. 
You will ſay, that ,Moſes was under the law, when God wrapped up himſelf in 
ani 4. and his, mind in types and clouds aud dark inſtitutions. Under the glori- 
ous ſhining of the goſpel, which hath brought light and immortality te light, G 
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being revealed from his own boſomg we now know him much more clearly, and 
as he is we fee his face now, and not his back-parts only, as Maſes did. 

1.4 acknowledge a vaſt, and almoſt unconceiyable diffrence between the acquain- 
tance we now have with God, after his ſpeaking to us by his own Sonò, and that which 
the generality of the ſaints had under the law: for although their eyes were as good, 
ſharp, and clear as ours, their faith, and ſpiritual underſtanding, not behind ours, the 
object as glorious unto them, as unto us, yet our day is more clear than theirs was; 


the clouds are blown away and ſcattered f, the ſhadows of the night are gone and fled 


away, EF _ is riſen, and the means of fight is made more eminent and clear than 
formerly. Let, | ws Vert WC 
2. That peculiar ſight which Moſes had of God, Exod. xxxiv. was a goſpel-ſight, a 
fight of God, as gracious, &c. and yet, its called but his back- parts, that is, but low 
and mean, in compariſon of his excellencies and perfections. W 

3. The Apoſtle exalting to the utmoſt this glory of light, above that of the law, 
manifeſting that now the veil cauſing darkneſs, is taken away; ſo that with open or 
uncovered face ** we behold the glory of the Lord, tells us how; as in a glaſs, 
2 Cor. iii. 18. in a glaſs, how in that? clearly, perfectly? alas no. He tells you how 
that i, 1 Cor. x111. 12. We ſee through a glaſs darkly, ſaith he; it is not a teleſcope 
that helps us to ſee things afar off, concerning which the apoſtle ſpeaks: and yet 
what poor helps are they? How ſhort do we come of the truth of things, notwith- 
ſanding their Aſſiſtance ? It is a looking-glaſs whereunto he alludes (where are only 
obſcure ſpecies and images of things, and not the things themſelves) and a ſight 
therein that he compares our knowledge to. He tells you alſo that all that we do 
ſee 77 deb erer, by or through this glaſs, 15 in «ul yuert in a riddle, in darkneſs and obſcu- 
rity. And ſpeaking of himſelf, who ſurely was much more clear ſighted than any now 


living, he tells us, that he ſaw but 3 uiqzs, in part; he ſaw but the back-parts of 


heavenly things, v. 12. and compares all the knowledge he had attained of God, to 
that he had of things when he was a child, v. II. it is a nig, ſhort of the 73 Ten: 
yea, ſuch as darf m, it ſhall be deſtroyed, or done away. We know what weak, 
feeble, uncertain notions and apprehenſions children have of things of any abſtruſe 
conſideration : how when 159 * up with any improvements of parts and abilities 
thoſe conceptions vaniſh, and they are aſhamed of them. It is the commendation of 
4 child to love, honour, believe, and obey his father; but for his ſcience and notions, 
his father knows his childiſhneſs and folly. Notwithſtanding all our confidence of 
high attainments, all our notions of God are but childiſh in reſpect of his infinite 
pertections. We liſp and babble, and ſay we know not what, for the moſt part, in 
| our moſt accurate, as we think, conceptions and notions of God. We may love, ho- 
nour, believe, and obey our father, and therewith he accepts our childiſh thoughts, 
far they are but childiſh. We ſee but his back-parts, we: know bur little of him. 
Hence is that promiſe, wherewith we are ſo often ſupported, and comforted in our 
diſtreſſes; We [ball ſee him as he is; we ſhall ſee him face to face; know as we are known; 
comprehend that for which we are comprehended, 1 Cor. xv. 12. 1 Joh. iii. 2. and poſitively, 
Now we ſee him not : all concluding that here we ſee but his back-parts, not as he is, 
but in a dark, obſcure repreſentation, not in the perfection of his glory. © _ 
The Queen of Sheba had heard much of Solomoy, and framed many great thoughts 
of his magnificence, in her mind thereupon; but when ſhe came and ſaw his glory, 
ſhe was forced to confeſs, that the one half of the truth had not been told her. We ma 
ſuppoſe that we have here attained great knowledge, clear and high thoughts of God; 
but alas! when he ſhall bring us into his preſence we ſhall cry out, we never knew 
him as he is. The thouſandrh part of his glory and perfection, and bleſſedneſs, ne- 
ver entred into our hearts. | | LO e ig» 411 pus og 
The apoſtle tells us, 1 Job. iii. 2. that we know not what we our ſelves ſhall be ; what 
we ſhall find our ſelves in the iſſue; much leſs will it enter into our hearts to conceive, 
what God is, and what we ſhall find him to be. «Conſider either him who is to be 
known, .or. the way whereby we know him ; and this will farther n 
..) We know ſo little of God, becauſe it is God who is thus to be known ; that 
8, he who hath deſcribed himſelf to us very much by this, hat ue cannot know him; 
what elſe doth he intend where he calls himſelf inviſible, incomprehenfible, and 


a 


the like? that is, he whom we do not, cannot know as he is: and our'farther 


rogreſs conſiſts more in knowing what he is not, than what he is. Thus is he de- 


ctibed to beg immortal, infinite; that is, he is not as we. are, mortal, finite, and li- 
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mited. Hence is that glorious deſcription of him, 1 Tim. vi. 16. V ho oal 9 
mortality dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto, vhom no man hath 75 nor can 
ſee. His light is ſuch as no creature can approach unto: he is not ſeen, not becgyſe he 
cannot be ſeen, but becauſe we cannot bear the ſight of him, The light of Gee in 
whom is no darkneſs, forbids. all acceſs to him by any creature Whatever: we who 
cannot behold the ſun in its glory, are roo weak to bear the beams of infinite bright- | 
neſs. On this conſideration, as was ſaid, the wiſe man profeſſeth himſelf a very beaft 
and not to have the underſtanding of a man, Prov. xxx. 2. that is, he knew nothing 1 
compariſon of God ; ſo that he ſeemed to have loſt all his underſtanding, when once 
he came to the conſideration of him, his work, and his ways 
In this conſideration, let our ſouls deſcend to {ome particulars. 6 
[1,] For the being of God; we are ſo far from a knowledge of ir, ſo as to be able 
to inſtruct one another therein by words and ' expreſſions of it, as that to frame any 
conceptions in our mind, with ſuch ſpecies and impreſſions of things, as we receiye 
the knowledge of all other things by, is to make an idol to our ſelves, and fo to vor- 
ſhip a god of our own making, and not the God that made us. We may as well and 
as lawfully hew him out of wood, or ſtone, as form him a being in our minds, ſuited 
to our apprehenſions. The utmoſt of the beſt of our thoughts of the being of God, 
is, that we can have no thoughts of it. Our knowledge of a being is but low, when 
it mounts no higher, but only to know that we know it ne. 
(2. ] There be ſome things of God, which he himſelf hath taught vs to ſpeak of 
and to regulate our expreſſions of them; but when we have ſo done, we ſee not the 
things themſelves, we know them not: to believe and admire is all that we attain to, 
We profeſs, as we are taught, that God is infinite, omnipotent, eternal : and ye 
know what diſputes and notions there are about omnipreſence, immenſity, infinite- 
neſs, and eternity. We have, I ſay, words and notions about theſe things, but as to 
the things themſelves, what do we know ? What do we comprehend of them ? Can 
the mind of man do any more but ſwallow itſelf up in an infinite abyfs, which is as 
nothing; give itſelf up to what it cannot conceive, much leſs expreſs ? Is not our un- 
derſtandings brutiſh in the contemplation of ſuch things? And is as if it were not? 
Yea, the perfection of our underſtanding, is, not to underſtand, and to reſt there; 
they are but the back-parts of eternity and infiniteneſs that we have a glimpſe of. 
What ſhall I ſay of the Trinity, or the ſubſiſtence of diſtin& Perſons in the ſame indivi- 
dual Eſſence, a myſtery by many denied, becauſe by none underſtood ; a myſtery whole 
every letter is myſterious. Who can declare the generation of the Son, the proceſſion c 
the Spirit, or the difference of the one from the other? But I ſhall not farther in- 
ſtance in particulars. That infinite and inconceivable diſtance that is between Him 
and us, keeps us in the dark as to any fight of his face, or clear apprehenſion of his 
perfe&ions. We know him rather by what he does, than by what he is; by his do- 
ing us good, than 2 eſſential goodneſs, and how little a portion of him, as Jd 
ſpeaks, is hereby diſcovered? | ws | S 85 1 
2. We know little of God, becauſe it is faith alone whereby here we know him; 
I ſhall not now diſcourſe about the remaining impreſſions on the hearts of all men by 
nature, that there is a God, nor what they may rationally be taught concerning that Gcd, 
from the works of his creation and providence, which they ſee and behold ; it is cone 
feſſedly, and that upon the woful experience of all ages, ſo weal:, low, dark, confuſed, 
that none ever on that account glorified God as they ought, but notwichſtanding all 
their knowledge of God, were indeed without God in the world. p 
The chief and, upp the matter, almoſt only acquaintance we have with God, and 
his diſpenſations of himſelf, is by faith. He that cometh to God muſt believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that ſeek him, Heb. xi. 6. our knowledge of him, and his re- 
warding (the bottom of our obedience or coming to him) is believing. Ve walk by 
faith, and not by fight, 2 Cor. v. 7. did mics zu Ji idee; by faith, and ſo by faith, 
as not to have any expreſs idea, image, or ſpecies of that which we believe; faith. 18 
all the argument we have of things not ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. I might here inſiſt upon 
the nature of it, and from all its concomitants and concernments manifeſt, that we 
know but the back-parts of what we know by faith only. As to its riſe, it 1s 
built purely upon the teſtimony of him, whom we have not ſeen : as the apolile 
ſpeaks, How can ye love him whom ye have not ſeen ? that is, whom you know net, but 
by faith, that he is: faith receives all upon his teſtimony, whom it receives to be, 
eonly on his own teſtimony. As to its nature it is an aſſent upon teſtimony, not 
an evidence upon demonſtration ; and the object of it, is, as was® ſaid N. 
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* Bug: vou will lay, all this is true, but yet it is only ſo to them that know not 
Godpperbaps as he is revealed in Jeſus Chriſt with them who do ſo tis otherwiſe. 
Frtue, No nan hath ſeen God. at an me, but the only beg tten Son he hath 'reve ale 
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being in ſuch darkeneſs, or at ſuch a diſtance from God, that our communion and fel- 
wih the father and the Son, 1 Joh. i. 3. the light of the goſpel whereby 

now God is revealed is glorious; | not a ſtar, but the ſun in his beauty is riſen upon 
us, and the vail is taken from our faces; ſo that though unbelievers, yea and per- 


7575 yet Ve are now light in che Lord, Eph v. 8. And the apoſtle ſays, Vie 
0 


haps ſome weak believers, may be in ſome darkneſs, yet thoſe of any growth, or 


conſiderable attainments have a clear fight and view of the face of God in Jeſus 
To which I anſwer, 8 und can une einen ee ISS 
The truth is we all of us know enough of him to love him more than we 
0 o gelight in him and ſerve him, believe him, obey him, put our truſt in him above 
r we have hitherto attained. Our darkneſs and weakneſs is no plea for our ne- 
gedce and diſobedience. Who is it that hach walked up to the knowledge that he 
hath had ot the perfections, excellencies and will of God? God's end in giving us any 
knowledge of himſelf here, is that we may glorify him as God; that is, love him, ſerve 
hit believe and obey him, give him all the honour and glory that is due from poor 
eres, to a {in-pardoning God and Creator; we muſt all acknowledge. that 
ere never througnly transformed into the image of that knowledge which we have 
ad had we uſed bur talents well, we might have been truſted with more; 
2Comparatively ; that knowledge which we have of God by the revelation of Jeſus | 
Chriſt in the Goſpel, is exceeding eminent and glorious. It is ſo in compariſon of any 
enge of God, that might otherwiſe be attained, or was delivered in the Law un- 
ie On Teſtament, which had but the ſhadow of good things, not the expreſs | 
ok them, this the apoſtie purſucs at large, 2 Cir. iii. Chriſt has now 1n theſe 
es, revealed the Father from his own boſom, declared his name, made knoun 
id, Will and council ia a far more clear, eminent, diſtinct manner, than he did 
brmerly, whilſt he kept h's people under the padegogy of the law, and this is that 
which for the moſt part is intended in the places before mentioned; the clear, perſpi- 
ebvery and declaration of God and his will in the Goſpel, is expreſſy exalted 
tompariſon of any other way of revelation of himſelf. © © © © 
he difference between believers and unbelievers as to knowledge, is not ſo much in 
harter of cheir knowledge, as in the manner of knowing. Unbelievers ſome of them 
7” rank more, and be able to ſay more of God, his perte&zons and his will, than many be- 
levers; Butthey know nothingas they ought, nothing in à right manner, nothing ſpiri- 
kly*andfavingly ; nothing with an holy, heavenly light. The excellency of a believer is 
ar he harh a large apprehenfion of things, but that what he doth apprehend, which 
perfiaps may be very little? he ſees it in the light of the ſpirit of God, in a ſaving ſoul- 
bntorming light”: and this is that which gives us communion with God, and not 
prying doch; or curious raiſed notios br gre RN 
eius Chriſt by his word and ſpirit reveals to the hearts of all his, God as a Fa- 
lier, as a God in covenant, as a rewarder, every way ſufficiently to reach us to obey 


un here, and to lead us to his bofom, to lye down there in the fruition of him to 
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eit oding all this, it is but little pottion we know of him, we ſee but 
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he intendment of all goſpel revelation is got to unveil God's al 
mrwe Thould ſee him as he is, bur tneerly to declare fo much of him as he knows 
co be a bottom of our faith, love, 'obetience and coming to him: that is, 
lach which here he expects from 227 Such ſervices as beſeem poor creatures 
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in the edt of temptations ; but when he: calls us to I; admiration and co. 
templation, without interruption, he will make a new manner ot diſcovery o þim- 
ſelf, and the whole ſhape of things, as it now lies before us, wit depart as a ſhady, 

12 e are dull and {low of heart to receive che things that are in the word ye. 


veal d. God by our infirmity and weakneſs, keeping us in continual dependange on 
hirn, for teachings and revelations ot himſelf. out of his word, never in this world 

i any foul to the utmoſt of what is from the word to be made out and diſ. 
cover d:; 1 that altho" the way of revelation in the goſpel * ard Een yet 
we know wy of the N 4 enen chat are 1 ur «* 
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The | agth on Pies the. TY 7s diſquizted by . 1 no peace 
to it, until God ſpeak it. Peace, without deteſtation of fin, unſound. & 
is. peace meaſured out unto ourſelves. How we may. know when we 

meafure' our peate unto ourſelves. Directions as to That enguity. The 
vanity of ſpeakii 5 Ren 4. Fer f TE. it on one li * 
N nat. e 7 He 
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49.9 Bs INT 11 5 In mo oY FI 0 b. bent ent the FO of its i dike 
pers, either i in reſpect ot its root and indwelling, or in reſpect of any 

eruptians of it, tale heed thou ſpeakeſt not peace to thy ſelf Ur: God 
ſpeaks it; but hearken what he ſays to thy ſoul. This is our nat 

—direcion; without the obſervation whereof, | "the heart will be exceed- 
| ingly expoſed to the deceitſulneſs of fin. 

is 1s a buſinels. of gr SMES 24 che IE 3's fud thing fr Nan to! deceir 
own ſoul herein. Al the warnings God gives us in 1 to our fouls, to try 
and examine _ourſelyes, do 20 85 the i of this 0 evil of Tpeaking 
Peace 770 800 95 ourſelves, which is upon. the Iſſue to bleſs. ourſelves in 5 9 
polition to G t is not my buſineſs to inſiſt upon the i >. of * nes to he 
i to deen, it, and to let them know when they do ſo Ty 
To anage this ditection aright obſerve, | . Wy 

11. Thar as it is the 7707 prerogative and ſoyer jgnty of God," to give grace to 
whom he pleaſes (He hath mercy on whom he will, Rom. 1x, 16, and among all the 
ſons of men, be calls whom he. will, and landifies. 27 8 he will) ſo among thole 
ſo. galbd and juſtih d, ard whom. he will ſave, he yet reſerves thig privilege to him- 
ſel}, to ſpeak peace to whom). be pleaſeth, and in wh Ba he pleaſeth, even 2 
mo em on whom he hath beſfon d grace. e is the God of all conſolation, in 
2 ecial manner in his dealing With believers : that is, of the good things chat be 

eps PA; up in his family, and gives out of, it to all his chi 44 at his + pleaſure 
The his the Lord inſiſts Jo. 55 520 17, 18. it is the cale pnder conſideration that 
is there inſiſted. on. her. G | S he will heal their breaches and enn 
2 I this privilege to Go ys in an elpecial manner, I « fe v. 19. even in 


rae ie els 8 Nee Bonded creatures I cent ie and according to my Perg 
We 


God 9 5 for v he pleaferh, 1o.it is che ero ative of Chriſt to 

ſp al it home to the Xi for whom be ing to the 11 of a who had heal d 
her wounds falſely, and ſpoke peace to herſelf when ſhe opght not, he takes to him- 
ſelf that Title, 2 the Amen, the faithful witneſs, Rev. ili. He bears en 
concerning our condition as it is i bly A ake,. and, trouble our- 
GA vain, or flatter: qurſelves vj Ke nals UT AT but he is tho Amen, the faitt- 
ful witneſs ; and what be ſpeaks of = flare agg 1 Jeb that it is inde eed. Ja. xi 


3. be is fad hot to judge n o the e of the exe, eee to any out 


War 
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ward appearance, or any thing that may be ſubject to a miſt: ke, as we are apt to do 
but he That! judge and determine every cauſe as it is indeed. 
Tale theſe two previous obſervations, and I'ſhall give ſome rules wheteby men 
iay know * God ſpeals peace to them, or 'Whether they ſpeak Perce to 
themſeldes onl . e ac HF" Tal 1 
Wa Men certainly ſpeak peate to themſelves; when their ſo doing is not at- 
ended wirb the greateſt deteſtation imaginable of that fin in reſerende wherein. 
to they do ſpeak peace to themſelves, and abhorrency of themſelves for it. Waen 
men are wounded by ſin, diſquieted and perplexed, and knowing that there is 
vo remedy for them, but only in the mercies of God, through the blood of Chriſt. 
do therefore look to him, and to the promiſes of the covenant in him, and tuereupon 
quiet their hearts that it fall be well wich chem, and chat God witl be exalted, 
that he may be gracious to them, and yet their ſouls are not wrought to the greatelt 
deteſtation of the ſin or ſins, upon the account whereof they are diſquieted, this is to 
heal themſelves, and not to be hraled of God. This is but a great and ſtrotig wind 
har the Lord is nigh unto, but the Lord is not in the wind. When men do 
truly look upon Chrift whom they have pierced, without which there is no hew- 
ing or peace, they will mourn, Zech. xii. 10. they wifl mourn for him even upon this 
account, and deteſt rhe fin that pierced him. When we go ro Curiſt for healing, 
' faith eyes him peculiarly as one pierced. Faith takes ſeveral views of Chriſt, accot- 
ding to the occaſions of addreſs to him, and communion with him that it hath, 
Sometimes it views his holineſs, ſometimes his power, ſometimes his love. his favour 
with his Father. And when it goes for healing and peace, it looks eſpecially on the 
blood of the covenant, on his ſufferings . for by his ſtriper are wwe healed, and the chu- 
ftiſement, of our peace was upon bim, IIa. liii 5. when we look for healing, his ſtripes 
ae to be eyed: not in the outward pa of them, which is the courſe of popiſti 
devotioniſts, but in the love, kindneſs, myſtery, and defign of the croſs. And when 
we look for peace, his chaſtiſements muſt be in our eye: now, I ſay, if it be done 
according to the mind of God, and in the ſtrength of that Spirit which is pour'd out on 
believers, it will beget a deteſtation of that ſin or fins, for, which he ding and peace 
is fought. So Exel. xvi: 60 61. Nevertheleſs I will remember ty covrnant with thee in the 
days of thy youth, and I will eſtablyþ unto thee au_everlaſtitig evengite, and what then ? 
They thou ſhalt remember thy ways aud he ajbamed. When God comes home to ſpeak 
ein a ſure covenant of it, it fills the ſoul wich ſhame for all the ways whereby it 
| been alienated from him. And one of the things that the "apoſtle mentions as 
' attending that godly ſorrow, which, is accompanied with repartance unto ſalvation, 
neyer to de repented of, is revenge, La what revenge? 2 Cor, vii. 11. They refteted 
on their; miſcarriages. with indignation and revenge for their 10, in them. When 
Job comes up to 4 through healing, he cries, Now 1 abboy myſelf, J. Kii. 6, a1 d 
until de did 10 be had. no abiding, Praca. ie might perhaps tte made up himſelf 
with that Doctrine of free grace which was ſo excellently preached by Elihu, cap. xxxiii. 
ſrom-v. 14. unto 29. but ke had then hut skinned his wounds, he muſt come to ſelf-abhor- 
rency.at he come to healing. So was it wich thoſe in P „ AXXVI1L.8 3,3 5. in their great trou- 
ble and perplexity, for and upon the account of ſin; I doubt not but upon addtels they 
made to God in Chriſt. (for chat ſo they did, is evident from the titles they gave him, 
they call him their rock and their rede, two .wards every where pointing oe the 
Lord: Chriſt) they ſpeak peace co chemſelves, but was it ſound. and abiding? No, 
it /paſſed- away as the carly dew, God ſpeaks not one 34 of peace to their fouls. 
Bat why had they not peace? Why becauſe in their addreſs to God they flattered 
bim: but how doth that appear? v. 37. Their heart wagudt rig hr withhim, neither were they © 
fedfaft- they had not a deteſtation nor relinquiſſunent ot that fin in reference where- 
unto they ſpake peace to themſglves. : Let a man make what application he will for 
healing and peace, let him do it to the true phyſitian, let him do it the right way, let him 
quiet his heart in the promiſes of the-covenaint 5. vet when peace is poken, if. 1t be 
not attended with the deteſtaridh nt abhotrenes of tnt lin, Which, was the wound, 
and cus d the diſquietment, this is no peace of God's creating, but of our own pur- 
chuſing. It is but a skinning over the wound, whilſt the core lies at the bots hy Which 
vill putrify, and corrupt, and cortbde; unt dt broah qut again, Ai eee is, Ven- 
tion and danger. Let not poor ſouls that walk in fuch a path as this, who are more 


ſenſible of tis trouble of ſin, than of the pollutios of ungleanneſs that attend it; 
Vo addreſs themſelves for mercy, yea, to the Lord in 2 hriſt, they addrefs 1 
| & | | | ves 
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ſelves for mercy, but yet will keep the ſweet morſel of theit ſin under their toogye, 


let them, | ſay, never think to have true and ſolid peace. For inſtance, thou find. 
eſt thy heart running out after the world, and it diſturbs thee in thy communion 
with God; the Spirit ſpeaks exprelly to thee, He that loveth.the world, the love , 
the Father is not in him}. This puts thee on dealing with God in Chriſt for the 
healing of thy ſou], the quieting of thy conſcience,;, but yet withal a thorough dete. 
ſtation of the evil itſelf abides not upon thee 3, yea, perhaps that is liked well e. 
- novgh, but only in reſpect of the conſequences of it; perhaps thou mayeſt be faved, 
yet as through fire, and God will have ſome, work, with thee before he hath done, 
— thou wilt have little peace in this life, thou wilt be ſick and fainting all thy days, 
Iſa. Ivil. 17. ar} tit 10 tung i 3 9 Ae 0 
5 When men meaſure out peace to themſelves upon the concluſions that their 
convictions. and rational principles. will carry them out unto; this is a falſe peace 
and will not abide, --1 ſhall a little explain what. I mean hereby. A man hath pot a 
wound by ſin, he hath a conviction of ſome fin upon his conſcience, he hath got 
_ walked uprightly as becometh the goſpel ; all is not well and right between Go 
and his ſoul ; he conſiders now what is to be done, light he hath, and knows whit 
path he muſt. take, and how his ſoul hath been formerly healed. Conſidering that 
the promiſes of Goll are the outward means of application for the healing of his ſores, 
and quieting of his heart, he goes to them, ſearches them out, finds out ſome one, 
or more of them, whoſe literal expreſſions are directly ſuited to his condition, ſays 
he to himſelf, God ſpeaks in this promile, here I will take my ſelf a plaiſter, as loc 
and broad as my wound, and ſo brings the word of the promiſe to his condition, 
and ſets. him down ia peace. This is another appearance upon the mount, the Lord 
is near, but the Lord is not in it. It hath not been the work of the Spirit, who z. 
lone can convince us of fin and righteouſsneſs and judgment *; but the mere aQings 
of the intelligent rational ſoul. _ As there are three ſorts of lives, we ſay, the vege- 
tative, the ſenſitive, and the rational or intelligent: ſome things have only the ve- 
getative, ſome the ſenſitive alſo, and that includes the former; ſome have the ratio- 
nal, which takes in and ſuppoſes both the other. Now he that | hath the rational, 
doth not only act ſuitably to that principle, but alſo to boch the others he grows and 


is ſenſible. It is ſo with men in the things of God; ſome are mere natural and . 


tional men; ſome have a ſuperadded conviction with illumination; and ſome are 
truly regenerate. Now he that hath the latter hath alſo the former; and there- 
fore he acts ſometimes upon the principles of the rational, ſometimes upon the priq- 
ciples of the calightened man. His true ſpiritual life is not the principle of all his 
motions; he acts not always in the ſtrength thereof, neither are all his fruits from 
that root. In this caſe that I ſpeak of, he acts merely upon the principle of con. 
victlon and illumination, whereby his firſt naturals are heightened ; but the Spirit 
breaths not at all upon all theſe waters. Take an inſtance : ſuppoſe the wound and 
diſquiet of the ſoul to be upon the account of relapſes, which whatever the evil ot 
folly be, though ſor the matter of it never ſo ſmall, yet there are no wounds deep- 
er than thoſe that are given the ſoul on that account, nor diſquietments: greater 
In the perturbation of his mind, he finds out that promiſe, IIa. lv. vii. The Lord 
will have mercy, and our God will abundantly pardon; he will multiply or add to pat- 
don; he will do it again and again; or that in Hoſ. xiv 4. I will heal their backſlidirg, 
1 wi l love them freely. This the man conſiders, and thereupon concludes peace to 
himſelf; whether the Spirit of God make the application or no, whether that gives 
life and power to the letter or no, that he regards not. He doth not hearken 
whether God the Lord ſpeak peace. He doth not wait upon God, who perhaps yet 
hides his face, and ſees the poor creature ſtealing peace, and running away with it, 
knowing that the time will come, when he will deal with him again, and call hin 
to a new reckoning ** When he ſhall ſee that it is in vain to go one ſtep, where 
 God'doth not take him by the han. PROF 
l ſee here indeed ſundry other queſtions upon this ariſing and interpoſing them- 
ſelves; I cannot apply myſelf to them all: one I ſhall a little ſpeak to. 

lt may be faid then, ſeeing that this ſeems to be the path that the holy Spirit leads 
us in, for the healing of our wounds, and quieting of our hearts, how ſhall we know 
when we go alone ourſelyes, and When the Spirit alſo doth accompany us? _ 
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10 If any of you are out of the way upon this account, God will ſpeedily let you 
know it; for beſides that you have his promiſe, that the meek he will guide in judgment, 


and teach them his wa, Plal. xxv. 9. he will not let you always err. He will, I ſay, 


not ſuffer your nakedneſs to be coveted with fig leaves, but take them away and all the 
peace you have in them and will not ſuffer you to ſettle on ſuch lees; you ſhall quick- 
ly know your wound is not healed. But, | | 


2) This cour ſe is commonly taken without waiting; which is the grace, and that 


petuliar acting of faith, which God calls for to be exerciſed in ſuch a condition. I 
know God doth ſometimes come in upon the ſoul inftantly, in a moment as it were, 
wolmding and healing it; as Jam per ſuaded it was in the caſe of David, when he cut 
off the lap of Saul garment : but ordinarily in ſuch a caſe God calls for waiting and la- 
bourmg, attending as the eye of à fervant upon his maſter : fays the prophet Iſaiah 
chap. viii. 17. J will wait upon the Lord, who hideth his face from Jacob. God will have 
bis children lye a while at his door, when they have run from his houſe, and not in- 
ſtantly ruſh in upon him; unleſs he take them by the hand, and pluck them in, when 
they are ſo aſnamed that they dare not come to him. Now ſelf-healers, or men that 
ſpeak peace to themſelves; do commonely make haſt; they will not tarry : they do 
not hearken what God ſpeaks, but on they will go to he healed (4). : 

3.) Such a courſe, though it may quiet the conſcience and the mind, the rational 
concluding part of the ſoul, yet it doth not ſweeten the heart, with reſt and gracious 
conteritation. The anſwer it receives, is much like that Eliſha gave Nauman, Go in 
prave (6), it quieted his mind, but I muſt queſtion whether it ſweetned his heart, or 
ge Him any joy in believing, other than the natural joy that was then flirred in him 
upon his healing. Do not my words dy good, ſaith the Lord? Mich. ii. 7. when God 
ſpeaks, there is not only truth in his words, that may anſwer the conviction of our 
underſtandings, but alſo they do goed, they bring that which is ſweet and good and 
deſirable” to tlie will and affections: by them the ſoul returns unto its reſt, P/al. 

40% Which is worſt of all; it amends not the life, it heals not the evil, it cures not 
the diſtemper: when God ſpeuls peace, it guides and keeps the ſoul that it turn not 
gain to folly (e When we ſpeak it our ſelves, the heart is not taken off the evil. 
Nay it is the readieſt eourſe in the world to bring a ſoul into à trade of backſliding. 
Hupon thy plaiſtering thy ſelf, thou findeft thy ſelf rather animated to the battel again, 
chan utterly weaned from it, it is tos palpable that thou haſt been at work withuthine 
own ſoul, but Jeſus Chriſt and his ſpirit were not there. Vea and oſtentimes nature 
living done its work, will e'er a few days are over, come for its reward; and having 
been active in the work of healing, will be ready to reaſon for a new wounding. In 
God's ſpealing peace there comes along ſo much ſweerneſs, and fuch a diſcovety of his 
ore as is #firong obligation on the ſoul; no more to deal perverfely (a9. 

We ſpeak peace to our ſelves, when we do it lightly. This the prophet com- 
plams'of in ſome teachers, Fer. vi. 14. They have healed the wound of the daughter of my 

- ere And it is ſo with ſome per ſons, they make the Healing of their wounc 
is 


fe 

a flight work, a look, a glance of faith to the promiſes does it, and fo'the matter is end- 
ed. The apoſtle tells us, that the word did not profit ſome, becauſe it was not mixed 
h faith; Feb. iv. 2. f ovyxerraptroc, it was not Well rempered and thingled with faith. 
Fisndt4 meer Took to the word of merey in the promiſe, but it muff be mingled with 
faith, uri it is ineorpbrated into the very nature of it; and then indeed it doth good 
unte ehe ſoul + if chou haſt had a wound wpon thy conſcience, which was attended with 
veakneſs and diſquietneſs, which now thou art freed of, how cameſt thou ſo? I look- 
ed to the promiſes of pardon and healing, and ſo found peace: yea but perhaps thou 


haſt made too much haſt, thou haſt done it overtly, thou haſt not fed upon the promiſe, 


ſo as to mix it with faith, to have got all the virtue of it diffuſed into thy ſoul ; only 
thou haſt done it ſlightly ; thou wilt find thy wound e'er it be long breaking out again, 
and thou ſhalt know that thou art not c , | 

4. Whoever ſpeaks peace to himlel apory one Accent, and at the ſame time hath 


another evil of no leſs importance Ying Upon his fpu*, about which he hath had no 


dealing with God, that man cries when there is none. A little to explain my 
meaning: a man hath neglected a duty agawyand again; perhaps when in all righteouſ- 


© Nel rf 16. (0) Kings v. 19. © Plal. Ixxxv. 8. (ai) Luk. xxii. 32. . 
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ne is it was due from him, his conſcience is perplexed, his foul: wounded, he hath 1» 
quiet in his bones by reaſon of his ſin; he applies himſelf for healing and finds peace. 
Vet in the mean time perhaps worldlineſs, or pride, or ſomè other folly, wherewith 
the ſpirit of God is exceedingly grieved, may lye in the boſom of that man, and 
they neither diſturb him, nor he them. Let not that man think thar any of 
his peace is from God. Then ſhall it be well with men when they have an 
equal reſpeck to all God's commandments. God will juſtify us from our ling, 
but he will not juſtify the leaſt fin in us; he is Cod af purer eyes, than to be. 
hold iniquity. 777% 1 640 2 Ht ang Him ont! 9 BOD v 
5. When men of themſelves ſpeak peace to their conſciences, it is ſeldom that 

God ſpeaks humiliation to their fouls; God's peace is humbling peace, melting 
peace, as it was in the caſe: of David. (a); never ſuch deep humiliation as when 
Nat han brought him the tidings of his pardouu . 

But you will ſay, when may we take the comfort of a promiſe as our own, 
in relation to ſome peculiar wound for the quieting the heart: _ it v1 

1.) In general, when God ſpeaks it, be it when it will, ſooner or later. | 

told you before, he may do it in the very inſtaut of the ſin its ſelf, and that 
with ſuch irreſiſtible power, that the ſoul muſt needs receive his mind in it. 
Sometimes he will make us wait longer; but when he ſpeaks, be it ſooner or 
later, be it when we we are finning. or repenting, be the condition of our ſouls 
what they pleaſe, if God ſpeak, he muſt be received. There is not any thing, 
that in our communion with him, the Lord is more troubled with us for, if! 
may ſo ſay, than our unbelieving fears that keep us off from receiving that ftrong 
conſolation which he is ſo willing to give to us. un ot. | eil el 
But you will fay, we are where we were; when God ſpeaks; it, we muſt re- 
ceive it, that is true, but how ſhall, we know when be ſpeaks? 
1. I would we could all practically come up to this, to receive peace. when 
we are convinced that God ſpeaks it, and that it is our duty to receive it; But 

2. There is, if F may ſo ſay, à ſecret inſtinct in faith, whereby it knows the 
voice of Chriſt, when he ſpeaks indeed; as the babe leaped: in the womb, 
when the bleſſed virgin came to Elizabeth; faith leaps in the heart when Chriſt 
indeed draws nigh to it; My ſheep, ſays Chriſt, | know my voice, John x: 14. they 


z 
: 


know my voice, they are uſed to the ſound of it and they know when his lips /| 


are opened to them, and are full of Grace. The ſpouſe was in a ſad;condition, 
Cant. v. 2. aſleep in ſecurity, but yet as ſoon as Chriſt ſpeaks, ſhe: cries; It it the 
voice of my beloved that ſpeaks; ſhe knew his voice, and was ſo acquainted with 
communion with him, that inſtantly ſhe diſcovers him, and ſo will you alſo; if 
ou exerciſe your ſelves to acquaintance and communion with him, you will eaſ⸗ 
y diſcern between his voice and the voice of a ſtranger. And take this zeig 
with you; when he doth ſpeak, he ſpeaks as never man ſpake; he ſpeaks with 
power, and one way or other will make your hearts burn within you, as he did 
to the diſciples, Luk. xxii. he doth it by putting in his hand at the hole of the 
door, Can. v. 4. his ſpirit into your hearts to ſeize on you. 

2.) If the word of the Eord doth good to your ſouls he ſpeaks it. If it humble, 
if it cleanſe and be uſeful for thoſe ends, for which promiſes - are given: viz. to 
_ endear, to cleanſe, to melt and bind to obedience, to ſelf-emptineſs, &c. But this 
is not my buſineſs: nor ſhall I farther divert in the purſuit of this direction; 
without the obleryation of it, fin will have great advantages towards the harder 
ing of the heart. E A DEA Ee cor 
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The general uſe of the foregoing directions. The great direclion for the 


2 2 
* 


4 accompliſhment of the work aimed at. AT faith on Chriſt the ſe- 
veral way s-whereby this may be done. © Conſideration of the fullneſs 
in Chriſt for relief propoſed. Great expectations from Chriſt ; 

grounds of theſe expectations. His . 4 faithfulneſs. Event 
f fuh exp eflations On the part of Chriſt ; On the part of believers. 
Faith peculiarly to be acted. on the death of Chriſt ; Komm. vi. 3, 4, 
55 6. The work of the Spirit in this whole buſmeſs . qe 


O:W-the'iconfiderations which I have hitherto inſiſted on, are rather of 
things preparatory to the work aimed at, than ſuch as will effect it. It is 
1 the heart's due preparation for the work it ſelf, without which it will not 
compliſhed, that hitherto I have aimed at. Eh 1 rid 91 
Directions for the work it ſelf are very few; I mean that are peculiar to it. And 
be acthey are theſe that follow. og dc net e bn 2 g 
1. Set faith at work on Chriſt for the killing of thy ſin. His blood is the great 
ſovereign remedy for ſin- ſick ſouls. Live in this, and thou wilt die a conqueror. Yea, 
thou wilt through the good providence of God, live to ſee thy luſt dead at thy feet. 
2 thou wilt ſay, How ſhall faith act itſelf on Chriſt for this end and purpoſe? I ſay 
| ways. | | 3 VRIL {4 » T0 } > LA) of 52 ˙11. l £5 ek 
3 By faich fill thy ſoul with a due conſideration of chat proviſion, which is laid 
up in Jeſus Chriſt for this end and purpoſe, that all thy luſts, this very luſt wherewith 
thou art entangled, may be mortity'd.. By faith ponder on this, that though thou art 
no way able in or by thy ſelf, to get the conqueſt over thy diſtemper, though thou art 
even weary of contending (a), and art utterly ready to faint, ' yet that there is enough 
in Jeſus Chriſt, to yield thee relief. Phil. iv. 13. It ſtaid the prodigal when he was 
ready to faint, that yet there was bread enough in his father's houſe, though he was 
it adiſtance from it, yet it relieved him, and ſtaid him, that there it was. In thy 
greateſt diſtreſs and anguiſh, conſider that fullneſs of grace, thoſe riches, thoſe trea- 
kures of ſtrength, might and help, chat are laid up in him, for our ſupport, Job. i. 
16. Col. i. 19. Let them come into, and abide in thy mind. Conſider that he is 
exalted and made a prince and Saviour to give repentance unto Iſrael, Acts. v. 31. and if 
| to give repentance, to give mortification, without which the other is not, nor can be: 
Chriſt tells us that we obtain purging grace by abiding in him, John xv. 3. To act 
faith upon the fullneſs that is in Chriſt for our ſupply, is an eminent way of abiding 
in Chriſt, for both our inciſion and abode is by faich, Rom. xi. 19, 20. Let then thy 
ſoul by faith be exerciſed with ſuch thoughts and apprehenſions as theſe : I am a poor, 
weak creature; unſtable as water, I cannot excel; this corruption is too hard for 
me, and is at the very door of ruining my ſoul; and what to do I know not; my ſoul is 
become as parched ground and an habitation of dragons: I have made promiſes and 
broken them, vows and engagements have been as a thing of nought; many per- 
lafiong have I had, that 1 had got the victory and ſhould: be delivered, but I am de- 
ceived z ſo that I plainly ſee, that without ſome eminent ſuccour and aſſiſtance, I am 
loſt, and ſhall be prevailed on, to an utter relinquii ment of God but yet though 
be my ftate and condition, yet let the hands that hang down be lifted up, and 
e 45 Ro. airy 06 <5 X An ele 


(a) Luke Ni. 17. . 
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mes, There is fy 


haſt thou nor beard that rhe everlaſting "God, the Lord, 
faintet h not, neither is weary, there # no ſearching 


re e 


the feeble knees be ſtrengthned (a); behold the Lord Chriſt that hath all fulneſs of 
n his heart a] fulneſs of power in his hand, he is able to ſlayꝝ all theſe his ene. 

| cient, proviſion in him for my relief and aſſiſtance: he can take my 

dropping dying ſoul and make me more than a conquerar (by. Why ö ayeſt bon, O my ſoul 
my y is bid ſram the Lord, and um julgmunr ir paſſer ever from n God Haſt thou not noms, 
the Creator of the ends of the ta 
of his underſtanding ;, he giveth power ty 
the faint, and to them that have no might he encreaſeth ſtrength. Even the youths ſha 
faint and be weary, and the young mg ſbalkutterly fail 3 but they that wait upon the Lord 
ſhall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall mount up with wings as Eagles, they ſhall run and not 
be weary, they Kar walk. and not faint, Ha. xl. 49, He. He can make the dry parchel 
ground of my foul to become a, poo), and my thirfty barren. heart as prongs of Wa- 
tet: yea, he can make this habitation of dragons, this heart, fo full of abominable 
luſts, and fiery. temptations, to be a place for graſs; and fruit to himſelf, Va. xxxy.7, 
So. God ſtayed Paul under His temptation, with the confideration of the ſufficiency 
of his grace: my grare is ſufficient for thee, 2 Cor. Xii. 9. Though he were not imme. 
diately ſo far made partaker of it, as to be freed from his temptation, yet the ſuf. 
ficiency of it in God, for that end and purpoſe, was enough to ſtay his wel 1 fog 
then, by faith, be much in the conſideration of that ſupply and the fulneſs of it, that 
is in Jeſus Chriſty and how he can at any time give thee ſtrength and deliverance, 
Now if hereby thou doſt not find ſucceſs to a conqueſt, yet thou wilt be aid in 
the chariot, that thou ſhalt not fly out of the field until the battel be ended; thou 
wilt be kept from an utter deſpondency, and a lying down under thy unbelief; or 
a turning aſide to falſe means and remedies that in the iſſue will not. reliefe thy. 
The efficacy of this conſideration will be found only in the practice. of | 
6 Raiſe up thy Heart by faith to an expectation of relief from Chriſt; lief h 
this caſe from Chriſt is like the prophet's viſion, Hab. ii. 3. It is for an appoimted rim, 
but at the end 2 anil not ye 3 though it tarry, wait for it, becuuſe it will not tarry ; 
though it may ſeem ſomewhat long to thee, whilſt thou art under thy trouble and per- 
Plenty, [yet it ſhall ſurely come in the appointed time'of the Lord Jeſus, which is the 
beſt ſeaſon. If then thou canſt raiſe raiſe up thy heart to a ſettled expecłation of relief 
from Jeſus'Chriſt, if thine eyes are towards him, as the eyes of a ſervant to the hand if 
his maſter. (o), when he he expects to receive ſomewhat. from him, thy ſoul ſnall be fi- 
tisfied, he will aſſuredly deliver thee (4) ; he will ſtay thy luſt, and thy latter end ſhall 
be peace; only look for it, at his hand, .expett-when and how he will do it. If you 


vill not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be eſtabliſned. 


But wilt thou ſay, What ground have I to build ſuch an expectation upon, ſo that] 
may expect not to be deceived ? Tre Ki 399 05 1:1 y3 ye: | 
As thou haſt neceſſity to put thee on this courſe (e), thou muſt be relieved and ſaved 


this way or none; to whom wilt thou go? ſo there are in the Lord Jeſus innumerable 


things to encourage and engage thee to this expectation. | 0 you: 
For the neceſſity of it, b have in part diſcovered it before, when I manifeſted that 
this is the work of of faith, and of believers only. Mirhout me, ſays Chriſt, you can do 
mothing, John xv. 15. ſpeaking with < ring relation. to the purging of the heart from 
ſin, v. 2. mortification of any ſin, muſt be by a ſupply of grace. Of our ſelves we cannot do 
it. Now it bath pleaſed the father that in Chriſt all falneſs ſhould d well, Col. i. 1 9. that of his ful- 
neſs we might receive grace for grace, John i. 16. He is the head, from whence the new man 
muſt have influences of life and ſtrength, or it will decay every day (f). If we are ſtrength 
ened with might in the inner man, it is by Chriſt's dwelling in our hearts by faith, Ephe/-u- 
16, 17. That this work is not to be done without the fpirit, I have alſo ſhewed before. 
Whence then do we expect the ſpizit? From hom do we look for him? Who'hath pro- 
miſed him to us, having procured him for us? Ought not all our expectations to this pur- 
to be on Chriſt alone? Let this then be fiæed upon thy heart, that if thou haſt not fe- 
ef from him, thou ſhalt never have any: all ways, endeavours, contending, that are not 
animated by this expectation of relief front Chriſt and him only, are to no — * do 
thee no good: yea if they are — thing but ſupportments of thy heart in this expett- 
ation, or means appointed by himſelf, for the receiving help from him, they are in van 
No farther to engage thee to this expe&ation, OF 00 PKI. IQ OP 


(a) Tohn i. 36. Matth. will 18. (ö) Rom. vill. 38, (e) Plal. cxxiil 2, (e) Ifi vil. f. 
(e) John vi. 68. (f) Col. ii. 19. + ve 4 (i 
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[1.] Confider his mercifulneſs, tenderneſs, and kindneſs, as he is our great high 
prieſt, at the right hand of God. Aſſuredly he pities thee in thy diftreſs, faith he, 
As one whom his mother comforteth ſo will I comfort you, If. xvi. 13. He hath the tender- 
neſs of a Mother to a fucking Child. Heb. ii. 17, 18. Wherefore in all things it behoved 
him to he made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high prieſt 
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the ſins of the people; for in that him- 
ſelf hath ſuffered being tempted, he is able to mas them that are tempted e how is this 
ability of Chriſt upon the account of his ſuffering propoſed to us? In that he himſel/ 
bath ſuffered being tempted, be is able. Did the ſufferings and temptations of Chriſt 
add; to his ability and power? No doubtleſs conſidered abſolutely and in it its ſelf: 
but the ability here mentioned, is ſuch as hath readineſs, proneneſs, willingneſs, to 
put its ſelf forth accompanying of it; it is an ability of will againſt all diſ- 
iwaſions 3 he is able having ſuffered and being tempted, to break through all diſſwa- 
fons to the contrary, to relieve poor tempted ſouls: Jurami BouSncar, He is able to 
help. It is a metonymy of the effect. For he can now be moved to help having been 


— a 


ſo tempted. So Chap. iv 15, 16. For we have not an high Prieſt which cannot be touched 


with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without ſim. 
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may ebtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need. The exhortation of verſe 16. is the ſame that I am upon: 
namely, that we would entertain expectations of relief from Chriſt, which the A 

le there calls y gg 41s dH Po3erey Grace for ſeaſonable bel p; if ever ſays the ſoul, help 
were ſeaſonable, it would be ſo. to me in my preſent condition. This is that which 
long for, grace for. ſeaſonable help. I am ready to die, to periſh, to be loſt for 
ever 3 . iniquity. will prevail againſt me, if help come not in, ſays the Apoſtle, expect this 
help, this relief, this grace from Chriſt ; yea but on what account? That which he 
lays down, v. 15. and we may obſerve that the word, v. 16. which we have tranſla- 
ted to obtain, is Adfoper, ſya nefauty E,H:½tk that we may receive it. Let us expect it, and 
ve. hall receive it, ſuitable and ſeaſonable help will come in. I ſhall freely ſay, this 
one thing of eſtabliſhing the ſoul by faith in expe ctation of relief from Jeſus Chrift 
( on the account of his mercifulneſs as our high prieſt, will be more available to 
the ruin of thy luſt and diſtemper, and have a better and ſpeedier iſſue, then all the 
rngideſt means of ſelf maceration, that ever any of the ſons of men engaged them- 
ſelves into. Yea let me add, that never any ſoul did, or ſhall. periſh by the power of 
any Juſt, fin or corruption, who could raiſe his ſoul by faith to an expectation of re- 
lief from Jeſus Chriſt (b). A Dt oo oe TIES. 415 1 51 90 wo #113 365 3 | 
[2] Conſider his fairhfulneſs who hath promiſed; which may raiſe thee up and 
confirm. thee in this waiting in an expeCtation of relief. He hath promiſed to relieve 
in ſuch caſes, and he will fulfill his word to the utmoſt : God tells us that his cove- 
nant with us, is like the ordinances of Heaven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, which have 
their certain courſes, Jerem. xxxi. 36. Th David ſaid that he watched for relief 
from God, as one watched for the morning (c), a thing that will certainly come in its 
appointed ſeaſon ; ſo will be thy relief from Chriſt. It will come in its ſeaſon as the 
dew and rain upon the parched ground; for faithful is he who hath promiſed. Par- 
ticular promiſes to this purpoſe are innumerable, with ſome of them, that ſeem pecu- 
larly. to ſuit his condition, let the ſoul be always furniſhed. Genn tens” 
Now there are two eminent advantages which always attend this expectation of ſuc- 
cour from Jeſus Chriſt. | 2qad n $07 baghnr 1 | | 

1.) It engages him to a full and ſpeedy aſſiſtance; nothing doth more engage the 
heart of a man, to be uſeful and helpful to another, than his expectation of help from 
him, if juſtly raiſed and countenanced by him who is to give the relief. Our Lord 
Jeſus hath raiſed our hearts by his kindneſs, care and promiſes, to this expectation; 
certainly our riſing up unto it, muſt needs be a great engagement upon him to aſſiſt 
us accordingly. This the Pſalmiſt gives us as an approved maxim, thou Lord never for- 
ſaleſt them that put their truſt in thee. | When the heart is once won to reſt in God, to 
repoſe; himſelf on him, he will aſſuredly ſatisfy it. He will never be as water that 
Hils, nor hath he ſaid at any time to the ſeed of Jacob, Seek ye my fact in vain. If 
Chriſt be choſen for the foundation of our ſupply he will not fail us. 
2.) It engages the heart to attend diligently+to all ways and means whereby Chriſt 
is wont to communicate himſelf to the ſoul: and ſo takes in the real aſſiſtance of all 
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graces and ordinances” whatever. He that expects any thing from a Man, applies 
himſelf to the ways and means whereby it may be obtained. The beggar that oy. 
petts an alms, lies at his door or in his way, from whom he doth expect it. The 
way whereby, and the means wherein Chriſt communicates himſelf is, and are, hi. 
ordinances. ordinarily : he that expects any thing from him, muſt attend upon hin 
therein. It is the expectation of faith that ſets the heart on work. Tis not an idle 
groundleſs hope that I ſpeak of. If now there be any vigour, efficacy, and power in 
prayer or Sacrament to this end of mortifying ſin, a man will aſſutedly be intereg. 
ed in it all, by this expettation of relief from Chriſt. On this account I reduce aj 
particular 233 by prayer, meditation, and the ſike to this head: and fo ſhall ng 
farther inſiſt on them when they are grounded on this bottom and ſpring from thi 
Root; they are of ſingular uſe to this purpoſe; and not elſe 
Now on this direction for the mortification of a prevailing diſtemper you may 
have a thouſand probatum eſt's; Who have walked with God under this temptation 
and have not found the uſe and ſucceſs of it? 1 dare leave the foul under it, with. 
out adding any more. Only ſome” particulars relating thereunto may be met 
tioned. *. m ene wiege n RN in 
(t. Akt faith peculiarly upon the death, blood, and croſs of Chriſt, that is, an 
Chriſt as crucified and ſlain; mortification of ſin is peculiarly from the death of 
Chriſt. It is one peculiar yea eminent end of the death of Chriſt, which ſhall 
aſſuredly be accompliſhed by it. He died to deſtroy the works of the Devil; what. 
ever came upon our natures by his firſt temptation,” whatever receives ſtrength in our 
perſons by his daily ſuggeſtions, Chriſt died to deſtroy it all. He gave himſelf for un, 
that he might redeem us from al iniquity and purify. wito himſelf 4 peculity people zeal 
of good works,” Tit. ii. 14. This was his aim and mtendment; (wherein be will not fail, 
in his giving himſelf for us. That we might be freed from the power of our firs 
and purified from all our defi ling luſts was his deſign. Fe gave humfelſ for the church, 
that he might ſanftify and cleanſe it, that he might preſent it to himſelf, 4 glorious c hurt, 
not having ſpot or wrinkle' or any ſuchi thing, but that it | ſhould be holy an without bleniſ 
Eph. v. 25, 26, 27. And this, by virtue of his death, in various and ſeveral degrees 
Thall be accompliſned. Hence our waſhing, PUrginBs! and eleanſing, is every where, 


— 


aſcribed to his blood, 1 John i. 7. Heb. i. 3. Rev. J. 5. That being ſprinkled on us | 


purges our conſciences from dead works. to ſerue the living God, Heb. ix. 14. This is that 
we aim at, this we are in purſuit of; that our crences. may be purged from dead 
works, that they may be rooted out, deſtroyed, and have place in us no more. This 
ſhall certairily be brought about by the death of Chriſt; there will virtue go out from 
thence to this purpoſe. Indeed all ſupplies of the ſpirit, all communications of grace 
and power are from hence, as I have elſewhere ſhewed. Thus the apoſtle ſtates it, Rom. 
vi. 2. is the caſe propoſed that we have in hand, hom ſhall we that are dead in fin live an 
longer therein? Dead to ſin by profeſſion Mead to fin by obligation to be ſo: dead to fi 
by a participation of vertue and power for the killing of it: dead to ſin by union and 
intereſt in chriſt, and by whom it is killed: how ſhall we live therein? Th he preſſes 
by ſundty conſiderations, all taken from the death of Chriſt, in the enfuing verſes 
This muſt not be v. 3. Know you not that fo many of us as were baptixed into Feſus Chriſt were 
baptized into his death? We have in baptiſn an evidence of our implantation into Chriſt : 
we are baptized into lim; but what of him” are we baptized into an intereſt in? His 
death, faith he: if indeed we are baptized into Chriſt, and beyond outward profeſſion, 
we are baptized into his death. The explication of this, of one being baptized into the 
death of Chriſt, the apoſtle gives us; u. iv. 5. Therefore we are buried with him by bar 
tiſm into death, that "like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the father , evi 

o we alſo ſhould walk in 'newneſs"of life, knowing this, #bat our old man is erucifyed with hin 
that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve ſin. This is, ſaith heg out being baptized into the death 
of Chriſt, namely our conformity thereunto. To be dead unto ſin, to have our cor- 
ruptions mortify d, as he was put to death for ſim; ſo that as he was raiſed up t0 
glory, we may be raiſed up to grace and newneſꝭ of Hie He tells us whence it is that 
we have this baptiſin intò the death df Chriſt, v. & and this is from the death of 
Chriſt itſelf : Our old mam is crucifjied' with him, tha the body gy might be oe: 
 vpariveen.; is cruciſyed with him; not in reſpect of time; bat eadlahry; wie are 
eruciſyed with him, meritoricuſſy in that he ptdcare® the ſpirit for us; to mortify 
ſin; efficiently, in that from his death virtue comes forth for our crucifying ; in the 
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way of repreſentation aud exemplars we ſhall aiſutedly be crueifyed tte im, wp 
n © is | 


hs 0 — 


=> — 25 — bly, — pw. 2 


00 


of SIN in BELIEVERS. 47 
was for our fin. This is that the apoſtle intends ; Chriſt by his death deſtroying the 
works of the devil, procuring the ſpirit for us, hath ſo killed ſin, as to its reign in be- 
lievers, that it ſhall not obtain its end and Dominion. 

Then act faith on the death of Chriſt (a) and that under theſe two notions, Firſt, 
in expectation of power; Secondly, in endeavours for conformity. For the firſt, the 
direction given in general may ſuffice. As to the latter, that of the apoſtle may give 
us ſome light into our direction, Gal. iii. 1. let faith look on Chriſt in the Goſpel, as 
he is ſet forth dying and crucifyed for us. Look on him under the weight (b) of our 
ſins, praying, bleeding, dying : bring him in that condition into thy heart by faith; 
apply his blood ſo ſhed to thy corruptions do this daily. I might draw out this con- 
ſideration to a great length, in ſundry particulars, but I muſt come to a cloſe. 

| have only then to add the heads of the work of the ſpirit in this buſineſs of Morti- 
fication, which is peculiarly aſcribed to him. | 

2. In one word: this whole work which I have deſcribed as our duty, is effected, 
carried on and accompliſhed by the power of the ſpirit, in all the parts and degrees 
of it; as 

1.) He alone clearly and fully convinces the heart of the evil and guilt and danger 
of the corruption, luſt, or fin to be mortified. Without this conviction, or whilſt 
it is faint, that the heart can wreſtle with it, or digeſt it, there will be no thorough 
work made. An unbelieving heart (as in part we have all ſuch) will ſuit with any 
conſideration, until it be over-powered, by clear and evident convictions, now this is 
the proper work of the ſpirit, he convinces of ſim, John. xvi. 8. he alone can do it; if 
mens rational conſiderations, with the preaching of the letter, were able to convince 
them of fin, we ſhould, it may be, ſee more convictions than we do. There comes by 
the preaching of the word and apprehenſion upon the underſtandings of men that they 
are ſinners, that ſuch and ſuch things are ſins, that themſelves are guilty of them; but 
this light is not powerful, nor doth it lay hold on the practical principles of the ſoul, 
ſo as to conform the mind and will unto them, to produce effects ſuitable to ſuch an 
apprehenſion. And therefore it is, that wiſe and knowing men, deſtitute of the ſpirit, 
do not think thoſe things to be ſins at all, wherein the chief movings and actings of luſt 
do conſiſt. It is the ſpirit alone that can do, that doth this work to the purpoſe. 
And this is the firſt thing that the ſpirit doth in order to the Mortification of any luſt 
whatever; it convinces the ſoul of the evil of it; cuts off all its pleas, diſcovers all its 
deceits, ſtops all its evaſions, anſwers its pretences, makes the ſoul own its abomination, 
and lye down under the ſenſe of it. Unleſs this be done all that follows is in vain: 

2.) The ſpirit alone reveals unto us the fullneſs of Chriſt for our relief, which is 
the conſideration that ſtays the heart from falſe ways, and from deſpairing deſpondency, 
I Cor. ii. 8. 

3.) The ſpirit alone eſtabliſhes the heart in expectation of relief from Chriſt ; which 
i the great ſovereign means of mortification, as hath been diſcovered, 2 Cor. i. 21. 

4.) The ſpirit alone brings the croſs of Chriſt into our hearts, with its ſin-killing 
power; for by the ſpirit are we baptized into the death of Chriſt. 

5.) The ſpirit is the author and finiſher of our ſanctification; gives new ſupplies, in 
influences of grace for holineſs and ſanctification, when the contrary principle is 
weakened and abated, Epheſ. 11. 16, 17, 18. 

6.) In all the ſoul's addreſſes to God in this condition, it hath ſupportment from the 
ſpirit. Whence is the power, life, and vigour of Prayer ? Whence its efficacy to pre- 
vail with God? Is it not from the ſpirit ? He is the ſpirit of ſupplication promiſed to 
them, who look on him whom they have pierced, Zech. x1. 10. enabling them to pray with 
firhs and groans that cannot be uttered, Rom. viii. 16. This is confeſſed to be the great 
medium or way of faith's prevailing with God. Thus Paul dealt with his temptation, 
whatever it were; I beſought God that it might depart from me (c). What is the work of 
the ſpirit in prayer, whence, and how it gives us in aſſiſtance, and makes us to prevail, 
what we are to do that we may enjoy his help for that purpoſe, is not my preſent in- 
tendment to demonſtrate. 


(a) Philip. iii. 10. Col. iii. 3. 1 Pet. i. 18. (6) 1 Cor. wy 31. 1 Pet. i. 16. 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. 
Col. i. 3. (e) 2 Cor. xii. 8. | | | | 
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